
January 26, 2021 - Regular Meeting 
Agenda Item #41 

Subject 
Appointment of Two Individuals to the Tourist Development Council 

Briefings 
None 

Contact and/or Presenter Information 
Elliott Falcione, Convention and Visitors Bureau Executive Director, x3940 

Action Requested 
Appointment of two (2) individuals to the Tourist Development Council (TDC):  one (1) Elected Official from 
the City of Bradenton and one (1) Hotelier (GM/owner/operator of short-term rental accommodations in 
Manatee County). 

Enabling/Regulating Authority 
Florida Statute 125.0104(4)(e)  Tourist Development Council 

Background Discussion 

● Appoint one Elected Official from the largest municipality in the County to complete remainder of term
(expires June 30, 2024); seat vacated by former Mayor Wayne Poston.  Qualified applicant* is:

❍ Mayor Gene Brown, City of Bradenton

*According to the City of Bradenton Charter, the Bradenton Mayor names the City's elected official
representative for the TDC; however, that elected official must then be formally appointed to the
TDC by the County Commissioners.

    AND 

● Appoint one Hotelier to complete remainder of term (expires June 30, 2021), seat vacated by Barbara
Baker (retired).  Qualified applicants are:

❍ France Langan, GM, Compass Hotel
❍ Marlene Masson, GM, Anna Maria Island Resorts
❍ Rahul Patel, Owner, Red Roof Inn, Ellenton
❍ Joyce Ware, GM, Coconuts Mgmt, Inc.
❍ Michael Wilcox, Owner, Casa Coconut AMI, LLC

● Per Florida Statute 125.0104(4)(e), of the nine positions on the TDC, four (4) members must be
Hoteliers (GM/owner/operator of hotel, motel, RV Park, or other tourist accommodation in the county 
and subject to the 5% resort tax in Manatee County); three (3) must be Elected Officials (one from the 
largest municipality, one county commissioner to act as Chairman, and one other elected official); and 
two (2) Interested Citizens. 
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● Currently 3 of the 4 Hotelier positions are held by Ed Chiles (Waterline), Jiten Patel (Holiday Inn SRQ),
and Eric Cairns (Cedar Cove).  The 4th hotelier (Barbara Baker, Anna Maria Island Resorts) has retired 
and needs to be replaced. 

● Currently 2 of the 3 Elected Official seats are held by County Commissioner Misty Servia and Mayor
Shirley Groover Bryant, City of Palmetto.  The vacant City of Bradenton elected official seat was held by
former Mayor Wayne Poston.

● The vacancies were advertised in the local newspaper and on the County's website.

County Attorney Review 
Not Reviewed (No apparent legal issues) 

Explanation of Other 

Reviewing Attorney 
N/A 

Instructions to Board Records 
Copy of approved agenda memo to Monica.Luff@mymanatee.org 

Cost and Funds Source Account Number and Name 
N/A 

Amount and Frequency of Recurring Costs 
N/A 

Attachment:  Current TDC Member Listing.pdf 
Attachment:  Brown - TDC App.pdf 
Attachment:  Langan - TDC App.pdf 
Attachment:  Masson - TDC App.pdf 
Attachment:  Patel - TDC App.pdf 
Attachment:  Ware - TDC App.pdf 
Attachment:  Wilcox - TDC App.pdf 
Attachment:  TDC Vacancy Press Release.pdf 
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Manatee County Government 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

Manatee County accepting applications for 
Tourist Development Council 

 
 

MANATEE COUNTY, FL (December 21, 2020) – Manatee County has 2 openings for a 
citizens advisory committee (Tourist Development Council) that makes 
recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners on the expenditures of Tourist 
Tax Revenues.  
 
The Tourist Development Council is comprised of nine volunteer members who make 
recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners concerning the effective 
operation of the projects set forth in the Tourist Development Plan and the uses for 
which Tourist Development Tax revenues may be expended.  
 
We are seeking: 
 

• One (1) elected municipal official from the largest municipality in the County 
(Bradenton) to complete remainder of term:  June 30, 2024 

 

• One (1) owner/operator/general manager of short-term rental accommodation in 
Manatee County and who is subject to the 5% resort tax in Manatee County to 
complete remainder of term:  June 30, 2021   

 
All applicants must be registered voters in Manatee County.   
 
Applications are due January 10, 2021 and may be found online at 
www.mymanatee.org/advisory_boards 
 
 
The Tourist Development Council meets on the third Monday of every other month at 
9:00AM at various locations throughout Manatee County.   
 
For more information, contact Monica Luff at the Bradenton Area Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, 941.729.9177 x231  or via e-mail:  Monica.Luff@mymanatee.org  
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