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To: Chair of the Manatee County Board of County Commissioners
From: GLEN GADFLY GIBELLINA
Date: Apnl 23, 2026

Subject: FORMAL GRIEVANCE: Violation of First Amendment Rights and the Right to
Uninterrupted Public Comment

Dear Chairman Tal Saddique

The Role of the Chair

The Chair’s role is to facilitate the meeting, not to act as a gatekeeper of "acceptable" opinion.
Every time a gavel is used to stop a B h
B s s over a citizer

The public's right to speak is not a "privilege" granted by this Board; it is a right protected by the
Constitution of the United States and the Statutes of the State of Florida

I am writing to formally address a recurring and deeply troubling issue during our public
meetings: the interruption and silencing of citizens during their allotted public comment time.
When a member of the public is interrupted, badgered, or cut off by the Board before their time
has expired, it is not merely a breach of parliamentary decorum—it is a direct violation of their
First Amendment rights and a subversion of Florida law.

The "three minutes" provided to the public is a sacred space in a representative democracy. It is
the only time many citizens have to petition their government for a redress of grievances. When
the Chair or any Commissioner interrupts a speaker to "correct" them, argue with them, or
silence their viewpoint, it creates a chilling effect on free speech.

Florida Law and Legal Precedent

Florida law and federal courts have established clear boundaries regarding the public's right to
speak at open meetings. I draw your attention to the following:

1. Florida Statute § 286.0114 (The "Right to be Heard" Law) Florida law mandates that
"members of the public shall be given a reasonable opportunity to be heard on a proposition












before a board or commission." While the Board may maintain decorum, that authority does not
grant the Chair the right to interfere with the content of a citizen's speech or to shorten their
opportunity to be heard through constant interruptions.

2. Lozman v. City of Riviera Beach, 585 U.S. _  {2018) This landmark Florida-based case
reached the U.S. Supreme Court, which reaffirmed that a citizen cannot be retaliated against for
their speech during a public comment period. Interrupting a speaker because the Board finds
their comments "offensive," "repetitive,” or "critical” of the government is a form of viewpoint
discrimination—an act that is strictly prohibited under the First Amendment.

3. Jones v. Heyman, 888 F.2d 1328 (11th Cir. 1989) While the courts allow for "reasonable
time, place, and manner" restrictions, they have consistently held that once a forum is opened for
public comment, the government cannot silence a speaker simply because they disagree with the
speaker’s message. Interruptions serve as a "de facto" silencing of the speaker, effectively
stripping them of their allotted time.

4. Board of County Commissioners of Madison County v. Grantham, 639 So. 2d 1002
Florida courts have made it clear that public bodies may not use "decorum" as a pretext for
suppressing dissent. If a citizen is speaking on a matter of public concern, the Board must allow
them to finish their statement without interference, provided they are not inciting immediate
violence or physical disruption..

I am calling on this Board to immediately cease the practice of interrupting public commenters.
Respect the clock, respect the law, and most importantly, respect the citizens you were elected to

serve.

Govern yourself accordingly

I

Glen GADFLY Gibellina
Candidate for Manatee County Commissioner District 4
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Subject
Generic Comment Submitted

Category
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Briefings

None

Contact and/or Presenter Information
Action Requested
Enabling/Regulating Authority
Applicable Advisory Board

Background Discussion

Attorney Review

Instructions to Board Records

Cost and Funds Source Account Number and Name

Amount and Frequency of Recurring Costs



Submitted On:
Apr 5, 2026, 05:22PM EDT

3:,\%, Public Comment

Manatee County Government

First Name: Maggie
Last Name: bragassi

Full Name

Email magbragassi@hotmail.com

Which meeting is this public
comment for? (Please select date of April 13, 2026

meeting)
Topic/Agenda Item Slim cell towers
Comment | am concerned about the lack of research that has been done concerning the

5G towers as well as the slim towers that are scheduled to be installed around
Bradenton. | am insisting that you research this before you move forward and
also that you allow the citizens to vote on this before you unilaterally harm all
of our health.
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