






                     United States Department of the Interior 
 

U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

C Caribbean-Florida Water Science Center 

10770 North 46th St. 

Tampa, FL 33617 

 

March 3, 2026 

 

 

 

Ms. Kate Quilty 

Superintendent 

Manatee County 

Water Treatment Plant  

17915 Waterline Road 

Bradenton, Florida 34212 

 

Dear Ms. Quilty: 

 

Enclosed is our standard joint-funding agreement 27MCJFA0001 between the U.S. Geological Survey Caribbean-

Florida Water Science Center and Manatee County for negotiated deliverables (see attached), during the period October 

1, 2026 through September 30, 2027 in the amount of $43,940.00 from your agency. U.S. Geological Survey 

contributions for this agreement are $6,360.00 for a combined total of $50,300.00. Please sign and return one fully-

executed original to Budget and Finance at GS-W-CFWSC_Budget_Team@usgs.gov or mail to the address above. 

 

Federal law requires that we have a signed agreement before we start or continue work. Please return the signed 

agreement by October 1, 2026. If, for any reason, the agreement cannot be signed and returned by the date shown 

above, please contact Corin Downs at (813) 224-5062 or email cdowns@usgs.gov to make alternative arrangements. 

 

This is a fixed cost agreement to be billed quarterly via Down Payment Request (automated Form DI-1040). Please 

allow 30-days from the end of the billing period for issuance of the bill. If you experience any problems with your 

invoice(s), please contact Budget and Finance at GS-W-CFWSC_Budget_Team@usgs.gov.  

 

The results of all work performed under this agreement will be available for publication by the U.S. Geological Survey. 

We look forward to continuing this and future cooperative efforts in these mutually beneficial water resources studies. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dorothy F. Sifuentes, PhD  

Director, Caribbean-Florida Water Science Center 

                                                                    

  

  



May 5, 2026 - Regular Meeting

Subject
Execution of Annual Joint Funding Agreement with the U.S. Geological Survey for FY 
2026-2027, Patrick Shea, Utilities Director - District 1

Category
CONSENT AGENDA

Briefings
Briefing Provided Upon Request

Contact and/or Presenter Information
Patrick Shea, Utilities Director, X 5389
Chris Collins, Utilities Deputy Director X 5275

Action Requested
Authorization for the Chairperson to execute the Joint Funding Agreement with the U.S. 
Geological Survey (U.S.G.S.) for Data Collection at three stations: Manatee River near 
Myakka Head, Little Manatee River at Duette, and Manatee River at Rye Bridge. This 
agreement is for the period from October 1,2026 through September 30, 2027.

Enabling/Regulating Authority
N/A

Applicable Advisory Board
N/A

Background Discussion
As part of Manatee County Utilities Consolidated Water Use Permit (20013343.000), the 
Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) requires (special conditions 
#20 and #21) Manatee County to maintain a Joint Funding Agreement with the USGS for 
the collection of temperature, conductance, and river stage on the Manatee River at the 
sites known as Rye Bridge.

Two other important monitoring sites include the data collection platform at Myakka Head 
on the Manatee River which provides continuous real-time information on the inflows to 
Lake Manatee, which is critical to the operation of Lake Manatee Dam. The station also 
provides a long-term record for the Manatee River. This record is routinely used to 
evaluate the potential for additional reservoir development and analyzing flood flows 
following major storm in the watershed. Finally, the crest stage indicator at the South Fork 

rtoth
Text Box
Approved in Open Session 5/5/26
                  Manatee County
Board of County Commissioners



of the Little Manatee River Near Duette Provides Information critical to predicting flood 
conditions.

Attorney Review
Not Reviewed (No apparent legal issues)

Instructions to Board Records
Please ensure that the chairperson executes page 2 of both agreements.
Please return one fully executed agreement to Kate Quilty, Utilities Department, and one 
fully executed agreement to Dorothy Sifuentes, USGS, 4446 Pet Lane, Suite 107, Lutz, FL 
33449-6302.

Cost and Funds Source Account Number and Name
$43,940.00/4010009400/Water Treatment Plant

Amount and Frequency of Recurring Costs
Annual Agreement
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