


















October 20, 2026 -Regular Meeting

Subject
Execution of Reimbursement Agreement for the Maintenance of Manatees and/or Exhibits 
with The Bishop Museum of Science & Nature, Inc., Elliott Falcione, Convention and 
Visitors Bureau Executive Director – District 3

Category
CONSENT AGENDA

Briefings
Briefing Provided Upon Request

Contact and/or Presenter Information
Presenter:  Elliott Falcione, Executive Director, CVB  ext. 3940
Contact:  Justin Intorcia, Contracts Manager, CVB ext. 3986

Action Requested
Authorization for County Administrator to execute the Reimbursement Agreement for the 
Maintenance of Manatees and/or Exhibits with The Bishop Museum of Science & Nature, 
Inc., effective October 1, 2026 through September 30, 2027.

Enabling/Regulating Authority
Code of Laws  2-29-25  Tourist Development Plan
Florida Statutes, Chapter 125.0104  Authorized uses of Resort Tax Funds

Applicable Advisory Board
Tourist Development Council

Background Discussion
On February 28, 2012, the County executed a reimbursement agreement with the South 
Florida Museum and Bishop Planetarium, Inc. for the care, feeding, and maintenance 
associated with a second manatee.

On October 7, 2014, the County executed an Amended and Restated Reimbursement 
Agreement that extended the agreement and expanded eligible reimbursement to include 
costs associated with traveling exhibits. Reimbursement remained limited to an aggregate 
amount not to exceed $30,000 per County fiscal year.

In 2016, the South Florida Museum and Bishop Planetarium, Inc. changed its name to The 
Bishop Museum of Science & Nature, Inc.
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On January 9, 2018, the County executed an Amended and Restated Reimbursement 
Agreement that removed language restricting reimbursement to costs associated with a 
"second manatee," allowing reimbursement for the feeding, care, and maintenance of any 
manatee housed at the Museum. The agreement also continued reimbursement for eligible 
exhibit costs.

The 2018 agreement was subsequently extended through three one-year amendments: 
Amendment One for October 1, 2023 through September 30, 2024; Amendment Two for 
October 1, 2024 through September 30, 2025; and Amendment Three for October 1, 2025 
through September 30, 2026.

The current agreement expires September 30, 2026. The proposed Reimbursement 
Agreement is a new one-year agreement commencing October 1, 2026 and expiring 
September 30, 2027, and will replace and supersede the prior Amended and Restated 
Reimbursement Agreement, as amended, in its entirety.

The proposed agreement continues to reimburse actual and direct costs associated with 
the feeding and maintenance of manatees housed at the Museum and eligible costs 
associated with creating, building, leasing, displaying, and maintaining Museum exhibits. 
The reimbursement amount remains unchanged at up to $30,000 per County fiscal year.

The FY2027 Recommended CVB budget includes $30,000 in continuation funding for the 
Bishop Museum Manatee and Exhibition Program.

All funds involved are Tourist Development Tax, not general revenues.

Attorney Review
Not Reviewed (No apparent legal issues)

Instructions to Board Records
Please ensure that the County Administrator signs page 9 of the Agreement.

Send one fully executed original Reimbursement Agreement to Justin Intorcia, CVB. Mr. 
Intorcia will forward a copy to The Bishop Museum of Science & Nature, Inc.

Copy of approved agenda memo to Justin Intorcia, Leanne Keeling and Dana Byrnes, 
CVB
justin.intorcia@mymanatee.org  leanne.keeling@mymanatee.org    
Dana.brynes@mymanatee.org

Cost and Funds Source Account Number and Name
1030002400 Other Civic Enterprises - CVB

Amount and Frequency of Recurring Costs
Up to $30,000 annually
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