
























October 20, 2026 -Regular Meeting

Subject
Execution of Sovereignty Submerged Lands Easement between Board of Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the State of Florida and Manatee County for submerged 
property located in Sarasota Bay by Cortez Bridge, Bradenton, Florida 34215, Peter Morrow, 
Property Acquisition Division Manager - District 3

Category
CONSENT AGENDA

Briefings
None

Contact and/or Presenter Information
Peter Morrow, Property Acquisition Division Manager, Property Management Department, 
Extension 6289
Tim Cristello, RWP, Senior Real Property Specialist, Property Acquisition Division, 
Property Management Department, Extension 6284

Action Requested
• Execution of Sovereignty Submerged Lands Easement between the Board of Trustees of 
the Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the State of Florida and Manatee County.

Enabling/Regulating Authority
• Chapter 125 of the Florida Statutes, County Government

Applicable Advisory Board
N/A

Background Discussion
• SR684 Cortez Road-Gulf Drive-123rd Street West (Bridge Project), Capital Improvement 
Project (CIP) Plan Number 6093070, is a Public Works project to relocate and adjust the 
utilities for Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) road project. 
• As part of the project, a Sovereignty Submerged Lands Easement is needed and grants 
Manatee County rights for the construction, operation, and maintenance of a subaqueous 
Fiber Optic Cable.  
• The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund of the State of Florida will 
convey Easement Number 43048, BOT File Number 410368293, for the installation of 
conduit to the Force Main for the future installation of a Fiber Optic Cable that will improve 
connections to Manatee County facilities on the island.
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• The easement is approximately 149,842.50 square feet of submerged land located in 
Sarasota Bay on the south side of Cortez Bridge.  
• Public Works has reviewed the easement and recommends approval of the easement 
that is the subject of this agenda item.
• Upon approval by the Board of County Commissioners and execution of the easement 
document, Property Acquisition will provide the original signed easement to the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) for execution.  After FDEP has fully 
executed the easement, the completed document will be returned to Property Acquisition 
for recording. The recording fees of $103.50 is to be charged to the CIP project funding 
number 404-6093070.

Attorney Review
Not Reviewed (No apparent legal issues)

Instructions to Board Records
Please ensure that the Chairperson signs page 5 of the easement, and that it is properly 
witnessed, notarized, and attested as per the signature page.

Please return the original signed Sovereignty Submerged Lands Easement Agreement via 
Inter office mail to Tim Cristello, Property Management Department, Property Acquisition 
Division at 9000 Town Center Parkway, Lakewood Ranch, Suite 1507E.  

The recorded easement document will be provided to Board Records.

Please email a copy of the approved agenda item:

Tim Cristello at Tim.Cristello@mymanate.org
Dafne Seeland at Dafne.seeland@manatee.org
Jim Shuler at Jim.Shuler@manatee.org
Bill Kersey at Bill.Kersey@manatee.org

Cost and Funds Source Account Number and Name
N/A

Amount and Frequency of Recurring Costs
N/A
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Sovereignty Submerged Lands Easement

*Boundaries shown are approximate
and for informational purposes only.

SOVEREIGNTY SUBMERGED LANDS EASEMENT

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INTERNAL
 IMPROVEMENT TRUST FUND
OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA

SARASOTA BAY, FLORIDA 34215

DISTRICT 3 - TAL SIDDIQUE




