
















































































October 20, 2026 -Regular Meeting

Subject
Execution of the 2027 Community Transportation Contracts, Benita Zarr, Interim Transit 
Division Manager

Category
CONSENT AGENDA

Briefings
None

Contact and/or Presenter Information
Benita Zarr, Interim Transit Division Manager, benita.zarr@mymanatee.org, (941) 708-
7426 
Katie Sheffer, Customer Service Team Supervisor, katie.sheffer@mymanatee.org, (941) 
747-8621 x3567
Clarke Davis, Interim Director of Public Works, clarke.davis@mymanatee.org, (941) 708-
7450 x7272

Action Requested
Authorization for the chairperson to execute fiscal year 2027 Community Transportation 
Contracts with the following agencies: Meals on Wheels Plus Manatee, Inc., Easter Seals 
of Southwest Florida, Inc., Sunrise Community of Southwest Florida, and Westside Group 
Home. These agencies serve as the coordinated Transportation Disadvantaged (TD) 
transportation providers in the local service area and work closely with Manatee County 
Area Transit (MCAT).

Enabling/Regulating Authority
Florida Statutes Chapter 427; Rule 41-2, Florida Administrative Code (FAC), Florida 
Commission for Transportation Disadvantaged (FCTD) and the Manatee County Local 
Coordinating Board (LCB) approved Transportation Disadvantaged Service Plan (TDSP). 
The approval of the annual coordination contracts is required for consistency with the 
approved TDSP update and continued funding eligibility.

Applicable Advisory Board
N/A

Background Discussion
The Manatee County Board of County Commissioners serves as the designated 
Community Transportation Coordination (CTC) for the Manatee County service area. The 
local TD program implementation, coordination, and system oversight are provided 
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through the Manatee County Government Public Works Department/Transit Division. The 
CTC is responsible for coordinating all TD transportation services, which are funded and 
regulated by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) and the Florida 
Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged (FCTD). This includes coordination for 
the local TD service provision and execution of coordinated contracts with local agencies 
that serve the TD program clients. Several local non-profit agencies and Manatee County’s 
coordinated TD system request Federal Transit Administration (FTA) section 5310 funding 
to purchase vehicles to provide TD services. Local agencies must enter into or renew a 
coordination contract  annually with the CTC as a part of their section 5310 application 
submittal to FDOT, or to qualify for other state funding.

Attorney Review
Not Reviewed (No apparent legal issues)

Instructions to Board Records
Please ensure that the Chairperson signs page 7 on each Contract (four in total).

Provide one signature copy of each coordination contract to Board Records and one 
original signature copy of each coordination contract to Benita Zarr, Public Works-Transit 
Division, X7426 Email: benita.zarr@mymanatee.org , send through inter-office mail or call 
for pick-up.

Cost and Funds Source Account Number and Name
No Cost

Amount and Frequency of Recurring Costs
None
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