
October 20, 2026 - Regular Meeting

Subject
County Administrator Contract Discussion

Category
COMMISSIONER AGENDA/COMMENTS

Briefings
None

Contact and/or Presenter Information
Commissioner Dr. Bob McCann

Action Requested
• Motion for a formal written and public reprimand 
• Motion to authorize an outside Forensic Audit

Enabling/Regulating Authority
Commissioner

Applicable Advisory Board
N/A

Background Discussion
This item concerns allegations of misconduct by County Administrator Charlie Bishop, as 
defined by applicable Florida Statutes and the County Administrator’s contract, following the 
October 8, 2026, discussion regarding his contract. The County Administrator was absent 
from that meeting due to illness. This item provides the Board with an opportunity to continue 
the discussion, ask the County Administrator questions directly, provide feedback, and 
address concerns regarding his conduct.

Based on comments made by Commissioners during the October 8, 2026, discussion, an 
independent external forensic audit is requested to review the identified discrepancies, 
clarify outstanding questions, and establish a clear understanding of the matters under 
consideration.

A formal written memorandum will be distributed at the meeting and entered into the public 
record.

Attorney Review
Not Reviewed (No apparent legal issues)

RToth
Highlight
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Memorandum from Commissioner McCann, for Independent Forensic Audit Attached 



Instructions to Board Records
None

Cost and Funds Source Account Number and Name
TBD

Amount and Frequency of Recurring Costs
N/A



From: talonthedog@mail.com <talonthedog@mail.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 9, 2026 1:28 PM 
To: Mike Rahn <mike.rahn@mymanatee.org>; Robert McCann 
<drbob.mccann@mymanatee.org>; Charlie Bishop <charlie.bishop@mymanatee.org>; 
Amanda Ballard <amanda.ballard@mymanatee.org>; Bryan Parnell 
<bryan.parnell@mymanatee.org>; Stephanie Garrison 
<stephanie.garrison@mymanatee.org>; Jason Bearden 
<jason.bearden@mymanatee.org>; George Kruse <george.kruse@mymanatee.org>; 
Tal Siddique <tal@mymanatee.org> 
Subject: Expectations for Conduct and Accountability 
 
Commissioners Bearden and McCann, 
 
I strongly object to your characterization of Administrator Bishop’s response at a past 
board hearing as “verbal assault.” As someone present in the audience, I believe that 
accusation leaves out the conduct that prompted his response and misrepresents what 
occurred. 
 
Commissioner Bearden, your aggressive demeanor and invitation for Mr. Bishop to 
“step outside” were alarming. His response—“Why, you want to take a swing at me?”—
must be considered in that context. It is unacceptable to disregard the provocation while 
portraying his reaction as the offense. 
 
The escalation made me fearful for my safety. I was concerned about how far the 
confrontation might go, including the possibility of a weapon being drawn. That was my 
fear in the moment, and it underscores how disturbing the conduct appeared from the 
audience. 
 
Commissioner McCann, I believe your characterization is wrong. Presenting this 
exchange as an unprovoked verbal attack by the administrator looks like political spin 
rather than a fair accounting of the incident. Please review the complete recording and 
address the full sequence of events. 
 
An elected title does not excuse intimidation or disrespect toward county staff. 
Decisions belong to the board acting collectively, and individual commissioners should 
not use their positions to pressure, demean, or threaten employees. 
 
You have every right to question the administrator and disagree with his decisions. You 
also have a responsibility to exercise restraint, represent events accurately, and meet 
the standards of professionalism you expect from others. 
 
Do better. Get the facts straight, acknowledge your own conduct, and treat county staff 
with the dignity they deserve. 
 
J. Bender 
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