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BACKYARD CHICKENS 
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Currently, chicken keeping is allowed in 
Agricultural Zoning only (A and A-1) 
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There are generally two sides to this issue 
 

 those citizens who want to keep chickens 
for egg production  

and  
those citizens who are concerned  

about the effects chickens will have  
on their neighborhood. 



CONCERNS 

M
anatee C

ounty 
 B

uilding &
 D

evelopm
ent Services  

Impacts to Neighbors:  
 smell, noise 

Rodents, coyotes, fox, snakes 
 public health concerns 

 manure 
cleanliness of  coops 

 

Regulation/Enforcement 
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Based on the potential impacts to 
neighbors and costs and other impacts 
associated with Code Enforcement, 
staff  does not recommend changes to 
the Land Development Code to allow 
chickens in residential zoning districts. 

Recommendation 
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Typical Standards from other 
Ordinances 

Limit number of  chickens – no roosters 
 

Minimum setback from adjacent neighbors 
 

Chicken feed must be in rodent proof  container 
 

Selling chickens, eggs, or manure prohibited 
 

Must have minimum size chicken coop  
 

Coop located in backyard only 
 

Coop & pen must be kept clean & sanitary 
 



OTHER FLORIDA CHICKEN KEEPING 
ORDINANCES 
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Key West:  Allows chickens but does not specify 
a maximum.  Requires them to be contained in a 
screened pen, and feed is kept secure from rats. 
 

Miami:  Up to 15 hens, yet requires a 100-foot 
setback from adjacent residences. 
 

Lakeland:  No maximum specified, but requires a 
50-foot setback from adjacent residences, unless 
three-quarters of  the neighbors within the 50-
foot setback agree to a waiver. 



M
anatee C

ounty 
 B

uilding &
 D

evelopm
ent Services  

OTHER FLORIDA CHICKEN KEEPING 
ORDINANCES 

Pinellas Park:  No maximum specified, but 
requires a property fenced pen. 
 

St. Petersburg:  No maximum specified, but 
requires a 100-foot setback from adjacent 
residences unless neighbor provides consent.  
Crowing roosters are nuisances and cannot be 
kept once there is a complaint to police. 
 

Largo:  Chickens, turkeys and ducks must be 
kept in secured fenced area, clean and free of  
odors.  Must meet 55 dbA noise limit. 
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Pinellas County (2011):   Up to four 4 
chickens allowed on single family properties, 
kept in a coop or enclosure at all times. No 
rooster. No slaughtering. Coop must be 
screened from neighbor’s view.  Rear yard 
coop required, 10-feet from side or rear 
property lines.  Coops over 100 square feet 
require a building permit.  Rodent proof  
feed container.  Three square feet required in 
coop per chicken, coop cannot be taller than 
6-feet  

OTHER FLORIDA CHICKEN KEEPING 
ORDINANCES 
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OTHER FLORIDA CHICKEN KEEPING 
ORDINANCES 

Sarasota(2011):   Single family residences 
may  keep up to 4 hens in a movable coop 
that is fenced.  Building permit not   required 
for movable coop.  Coops must be in the 
backyard, and 25 feet from an adjacent 
residential structure and 10 feet from an 
adjacent property line.  Odors shall be non-
detecable at the property line.  No selling of  
eggs or chicken products, and no 
slaughtering.  Four square feet per chicken 
required in coop.  Trail period is reviewed in 
January 2012. 
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OTHER FLORIDA CHICKEN KEEPING 
ORDINANCES 

Gulfport (2008):  Up to 10 chickens 
allowed, No roosters. Must be securely 
fenced in rear yard. 
 

City of  Palmetto:  Chickens are allowed as 
long as they are not a nuisance and the 
neighbors’ permission is obtained. 
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RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS 

Residential Single Family  
Multi-Family (apartments, duplex) 
Mobile Home Parks 
Condominiums 
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DEED RESTRICTIONS 

HOA/CDD 

may have deed restrictions that prohibit the 
keeping of  chickens in residential areas. 

END OF SLIDE SHOW 
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