
AUGUST 10, 1978 

PUBLIC HEARING; REVENUE SHARING 

The Board of County Commissioners of Manatee County, Florida, met 

in Special Session in the Court House in Bradenton, Florida, Thursday, 

August 10, 1978 at 7:40 p.m. 

Present were Commissioners 

Louis E. Driggers, Chairman 

L. H. Fortson, Jr. 

Lamar S. Parrish 

Also present were 

R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

Richard Ashley and P. H. (Pete) Ramsden, County 

Finance Department. 

The meeting was called to order by Chirman Driggers, who stated that 

the purpose of the meeting was to hold a public hearing on proposed 

uses of revenue sharing funds in the budget for Fiscal Year 1978- 

1979, said hearing to be conducted by the Clerk of Circuit Court, 

acting as Chief Fiscal Officer of the County. 

The Public Hearing was opened by R. B. Shore, Clerk, who read the 

legal notice of HEARING ON PROPOSED USE OF REVENUE SHARING, published 

in the Bradenton Herald on July 28, 1978, for the purpose of obtain¬ 

ing written and oral comments from the public on the use of such 

funds expected to be received during the coming fiscal year. He 

stated that public press releases had been given to all the news¬ 

papers in addition to the notices published in local newspapers. 

Mr. Shore issued a statement of eligible uses (Priority Categories) 

as follows: 

a. Eligible Capital Expenditures: 

-Construction 

-Equipment 

-Purchase of land and existing structures 

b. Eligible Maintenance and Operating Expenditures: 

-Public Safety (incl. law enforcement, fire 

protection, and building code enforcement) 

-Environmental Protection (incl. sewage disposal, 

sanitation and pollution abatement) 

-Public Transportation (incl. transit systems and 

streets and roads) 

-Health 

-Recreation 

-Libraries 

-Social Services for the Poor or Aged 

-Financial Administration 

c. Ineligible Maintenance and Operation Expenditures: 

(Non-Priority Categories) 

-Education 

-Cash Public Assistance Payment 

-General Management and Administration 

-General Public Buildings 

Total Funds Anticipated: $1,205,505.00 

Deadline for requests and comments: August 15, 1978 to 

the Clerk of Court, Room 234, Court House, Bradenton 

He stated that a second Public Hearing would be held on September 5, 

1978 at 9:00 A.M. at the Budget Hearing by the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

He introduced Darlene Salerno, who advised that proposals for 

utilizing Federal Revenue Sharing funds had been received: 

(1) Funding remainder of 25th-26th Avenue W. ditch covering at 

estimated cost (to county) of $250,000; (2) Community Swimming 

Pool, Handball and Racketball courts and tennis courts at esti¬ 

mated cost of $250,000. 
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Oscar Blair, member of the City Council, Bradenton, Florida, 

submitted request for County participation in the completion of 

the ditch-covering project on the dividing line between the City of 

Bradenton and Manatee County and outlined the drainage problems in 

the area. He explained that the City of Bradenton had received bids 

on the project, based on lineal footage, but it would cost about 

$250,000 more to complete the ditch covering, initiated by the City 

with EDA funds. Request to the Board of County Commissioners to 

participate in the project, with appropriation of $250,000, had been 

denied. 

Walter Grimes, 2019 25th Avenue W., representing residents of the 

area, urged that the project be completed. 

Upon question by James Spiceland, 2101 25th Avenue W., Chairman 

Driggers explained that the County does not have funds budgeted 

or available for this project and the County has many such projects 

that the Board considers more important at this time. 

There being no other proposals, oral or written, the Clerk declared 

the public hearing closed. 

The Chairman declared the meeting adjourned. 
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