
JANUARY 4, 1979 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met 

in SPECIAL SESSION in the Courthouse, Bradenton, Florida, Thursday, 

January 4, 1979 at 7:31 p.m. 

Present were Commissioners 

L.H. Fortson, Jr., Chairman 

Lamar S. Parrish, Vice-chairman 

Patricia M. Glass 

Louis E. Driggers 

Also present was 

Peter Ramsden, Deputy Clerk, representing R.B. Shore, Clerk. 

Absent: Commissioner Claude E. McGavic. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Fortson. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT - WASHINGTON PARK 

Jeff Miller, Planning & Development Department, gave a brief history 

of the Community Development Block Grant Program, explaining that 

the program is centered around housing, community facilities and 

economic development of selected target areas; that the purpose of 

this public hearing is to discuss: 

1) Water Distribution System - Washington Park area (last 

year's program) 

2) Upcoming Pre-application for Community Development Project 

3) Solicit comments from interested-citizens. 

D.E. Pittman, Director, Manatee County Utilities System, gave an 

updated status report on the Washington Park project, stating 

that bids on the jack-and-bore portion of the project will be 

opened January llth, pipe laid on or about February 1, com¬ 

pletion date of August 1, 1979. He stated that 3,395 feet in 

the County service area is already serviced by the City of 

Palmetto, and recommended deletion of this area; that upon 

completion of the project, any remaining project funds be 

applied toward the $300 connection fees charged to the customers. 

He further stated that MCUS has made arrangements to accept 

three partial payments from participants, as follows: $50 

deposit plus $100 down, with the $200 balance being paid over 

a 60-day period, together with current monthly bill. 

Ms L.O. Dukes, 620 29th St., E., asked how it was determined 

that water was first priority, and if hook-up is mandatory. 

Ms Betty J. Jones asked what Phase I included. 

Mr Marion Stevens, 2409 2nd Ave., E., wanted to know where 

Palmetto is providing water service; if traffic would be impeded 

during construction; if $216,000 is sufficient to complete the 

project and will it be completed by August 1st. 

Mr G. Kelley, Jr., resident of Washington Park, asked how much 

money is allocated to Washington Park by the County for projects 

other than water; that he felt $350 was too much for connection 

to the system; that a longer period of time be granted for paying 

it, and what do residents get for their tax dollars. 

Ms Lily Covington, Lake Park, expressed concern about having to 

pay $350 in 90 days, and suggested the period be extended to six 

months. 

Rev. Lawrence Livingston, 1016 25th St. E., President, COOP, 

stated that although announcements and flyers were sent out 
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he did not feel the project was advertised well enough in local 

newspapers; that too few interested people are involved. 

Mr Pittman advised that the Utilities System is operated under a 

bond issue and no ad valorem tax money is involved; that under 

the law, any further extension of time for paying the fees cannot 

legally be granted. He stated, however, that if the 3,395 feet of 

pipe is deleted from the project, the approximately $26,000 savings 

might be applied toward reduction of the connection charges, and 

that this is acceptable to HUD. 

Robert Fernandez, Assistance County Administrator, will research 

if there may be funds available through a Community Facilities 

Loan and Grant Program to pay total connection fees. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (1979, PROPOSED USES) 

. .;-Bruce Hosfield, Planning & Development, made a presentation enumer¬ 

ating types of projects that qualify for consideration in Community 

Development Block Grant applications, and stated that Washington 

Park has been selected as target area for the pre-application to 

HUD for the 1979 Grant in the amount of $450,000; and that the 

residents have given first priority to street and drainage improve¬ 

ments . 

Mr Dunn, 1707 18th St. E., Palmetto, favored priority being given 

streets and drainage. 

Marion Stevens asked if a pedestrian walkway over U.S. 41 could be 

included. 

Lily Covington, asked that consideration be given to putting a 

recreation park on the old borrow pit site behind Lake Park. 

Chairman Fortson instructed Jeff Miller to contact the Highway 

Department and obtain cost estimates on a pedestrian walkway over 

U.S. 41. 

Paul Dees, 1923 38th Avenue, E., speaking on behalf of the residents 

of Samoset, and James P. Bass, 1912 31st Avenue, E., requested 

Samoset area be considered for sewers under the upcoming grant, and 

were advised that because Samoset is located within the City of 

Bradenton service area, it does not qualify for this grant. However, 

a long range sewer development plan included is in the Comprehensive 

Plan. 

A letter from Emily R. Putnal, Principal, Samoset School, was 

read into the record and Chairman Fortson stated that suggestion 

by Mr Pittman to sell the sewage package plant from Palm Aire to 

the-School Board would be pursued. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

There being no one else to speak, the public hearing was declared 

closed and Thursday, January 11, 1979, 7:30 p.m. announced as 

date of second public hearing. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned. 

APPROVED: 

"Cnarrm^n/,^ 

Adj: 9:20 p.m. 


