
MARCH 29, 1979 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida met 

in SPECIAL SESSION in the Courthouse, Bradenton, Florida, Thursday, 

March 29, 1979 at 9:06 a.m. 

Present were Commissioners 

L. H. Fortson, Jr., Chairman 

Lamar S. Parrish, Vice Chairman 

Claude E. McGavic 

Louis E'. Driggers 

Patri.cia M. Glass 

Also present were: 

E'.N". Fay, Jr, County Attorney 

Ralph Umana, Deputy Clerk, representing R.B. Shore, Clerk 

of the Circuit Court 

Representing the various news media were Betty Kohlman, St 

Petersburg Times; Mark Todd, Sarasota Herald Tribune; Norma 

Gill, The Bradenton Herald; and others who entered during 

the meeting. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Fortson. 

CHARLES B. RUSSELL 

Chairman Fortson read a resolution honoring Charles B. Russell, 

Director, Manatee County Welfare Division, for services 

rendered Manatee County. 

Motion was made by Mr Driggers to adopt the resolution honoring 

Mr Russell. Motion was seconded by Mrs Glass and carried 

unanimously. 

RECORD RESOLUTION 

SWIFT AGRICULTURAL CHEMICAL CORP. - SE-1120/DRI #10 

The Chairman explained that the purpose of this meeting is 

to give the Attorneys for Swift Agricultural Chemical Corp. 

and Sarasota County an opportunity to argue their points 

on the proposed Development Orders submitted to the Board 

(and all exceptions thereto) and alloted each attorney 

thirty minutes to present his case. 

John Blue, Attorney representing Swift Agricultural Chemical 

Corporation, introduced Bob Green, an Associate. He then 

asked that a portion of his allotted time be reserved to 

rebut any argument submitted by the Attorney for Sarasota 

County. There was no objection. 

Mr Blue pointed out that this is', a" conceptual" 

the only point to be considered at this time 

has complied with the law in its application 

Exception and D.R.I. Order; that evidence of 

Swift has complied. 

procedure, and 

is whether Swift 

for a Special 

record proves 

He requested only one change in the proposed order submitted 

by the County Planning Department, that is, that the Board not 

approve the recommendation by the Planning Department that 

Swift be required to dedicate approximately 250 acres to 

protect a stand of sand pines, in addition to the 320 acres 

that Swift has agreed to set aside for the preservation of 

wildlife. 

Richard Nelson, Attorney representing Sarasota County, argued 

that Swift has failed to meet the requirements of Manatee 

County Special Exception Ordinance by not giving appropriate 

consideration to the cumulative impact of the proposed oper¬ 

ation in combination with the three similar mining operations 

already approved by the County. 
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Mr Nelson suggested that in evaluating the evidence, it should 

be remembered that all evidence submitted by Swift was testi¬ 

mony by expert witnesses, and that such testimony may well be 

influenced by the desired goal of the entity requiring said 

testimony without any conscious dishonesty intended. 

In conclusion, he stated that Swift has not complied with the 

necessary requirements in that the proposed phosphate mining 

operation is: 

1) not compatible with the surrounding region of Manatee County 

and Lake Manatee (as a water supply source for Manatee and 

Sarasota Counties) and 

2) is not suitably buffered from the surrounding uses. 

Mr Blue stated there is no other way to get opinion testimony 

than through expert witnesses. That if Mr Smith had any 

question as to the competency of the witnesses, he should 

have settled this question through cross-examination while 

they were on the stand during the public hearing. 

After discussion, it was the concensus of the Board members 

that they were not prepared to make any decision. 

RECESS 

After a brief recess, the Board reconvened with all members 

present. 

ORDINANCE 79- (PROPOSED) - NOISE POLLUTION CONTROL 

Based on recommendations of the County Attorney, Deputy Sheriff 

Ken Reese and Robert Hartshorn, Pollution Control Department, 

motion was made by Mr Parrish and seconded by Mr Driggers to 

approve revision of paragraph 3 of the proposed ordinance on 

Noise Pollution Control to state that no vehicle shall have 

a sound level in excess of 70 DBA's at the point of measurement. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

MINUTES/APPROVED 

Motion was made by Mr Parrish to approve Minutes of 

REGULAR SESSIONS 

SPECIAL SESSIONS 

December 12, 1978; January 23, 1979. 

December 14, 1978; Janaury 11 & 18, 1979 

Motion was seconded by Mr Driggers and carried unanimously. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared 

adjourned. 

Attest: APPROVED: 

fi^Clerk 

Adj: 10:40 a.m. 


