
APRIL 6, 1979 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met 

in EMERGENCY SPECIAL SESSION in the Courthouse, Bradenton, Florida, 

Friday, April 6, 1979, at 11:03 a.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

L. H. Fortson, Jr., Chairman 

Louis E. Driggers 

Patricia M. Glass 

Claude E. McGavic 

Lamar S. Parrish, Vice-chairman was absent 

Also present were: 

Alien Prather, Assistant County Attorney 

David B. Collier, County Administrator 

Ralph Umana, Deputy Clerk, representing R.B. Shore, Clerk 

of Circuit Court 

Representing the various news media were Mark Todd, Sarasota 

Herald-Tribune; Ralph Janott, WTRL; and other agents who entered 

during the meeting. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Fortson. 

DESOTO CELEBRATION (BLEACHERS) 

Chairman Fortson declared an emergency meeting to consider 

emergency funding for moving bleachers from Desoto Speedway to 

Desoto Memorial Park for the Desoto Celebration, and made a 

brief report on handling the movement of bleachers in the past. 

He stated, however, that the 1978-79 budget included $6,900 for 

the Desoto Celebration but did not specifically include the 

movement of bleachers. He stated that on April 5, 1979, 

Mr Wooten, President, Desoto Celebration, notified him that the 

Ministerial Association would be conducting Sunrise Service on 

the same day as the Desoto Landing and bleachers are also needed 

for this service. 

Upon question, John Marble, Director, Parks and Recreation, stated 

that a front end loader, a truck and approximately men @ eight 

hours per day for six days are needed to accomplish the bleacher 

project. Both he and Ed Dougherty, Director, Highway and Engineering 

Department, reported twenty percent reduction in gasoline allocation 

for the month of April as well as a shortage of personnel. 

Mr Wooten was present and stated willingness on the part of the 

Desoto Celebration to help in obtaining personnel and gasoline. 

Motion was made by Mr Driggers to authorize the appropriate staff 

to work with the Desoto Celebration participants to fined a solution 

to the personnel and gasoline shortage problems and to move the 

bleachers. Motion was seconded by Mrs Glass and carried unanimously. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned. 

Attest: APPROVED: 

Adj: 11:18 a.m. 
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