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The Board of Coun-ty Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met 

in SPECIAL SESSION in the Courthouse, Bradenton, Florida, Wednesday, 

May 27, 1981 at 9:33 a.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Patricia M. Glass, Chairman 

Vernon E. Vickers, Vice-Chairman 

Claude E. McGavic 

Westwood H. Fletcher, Jr. 

Edward W. Chance 

Also present were: 

Alan Prather, Associate County Attorney 

Richard H. Ashley, Chief Deputy Clerk, representing 

R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

Representing the various news media were Libby Allison and Scott 

Wierenga, The Sarasota Herald-Tribune; Kevin Bezner, The Bradenton 

Herald, and others who entered during the meeting. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Glass. 

PALMA SOLA AREA REZONE (PUBLIC HEARING) 

Public hearing was opened to consider County initiated application 

to rezone a portion of the Palma Sola area in northwest Manatee 

C ounty. 

Z-81-3 COUNTY INITIATED - REZONE TO R-1C - WITHDRAWN 

(Previously R-81-17)Request:to change present zoning from 

R-l, R-1B, R-1A, R-1AB and C to R-1C all contiguous lot/ 

parcels in that area bordered by Perico Bayou on the west, 

Manatee River on the north. Manatee Avenue on the south and 

Warner's West Bayou and 71st Street W., extended southerly to 

Manatee Avenue on the east, less all lands currently zoned A-l 

and R-1C. 

Planning Commission recommended DENIAL. 

Alan Prather, Associate County Attorney, advised that R-81-17 was 

initiated prior to the new Comprehensive Land Use Plan and Zoning 

Ordinance being adopted, but it is being handled under the new 

Zoning Ordinance which allows the Board to 

- Continue the public hearing for further public input 

- Should the Board desire to move forward with the rezone of 

Palma Sola area after the public hearing today, instruct 

Staff to draft necessary Ordinance, schedule a public 

hearing, then act to amend the Official Zoning Atlas, a part 

of County Ordninance 81-4. 

- Should the Board not desire to proceed with the rezone 

petition, instruct Staff to draft a resolution, act upon the 

resolution, and withdraw the petition. 

Bruce Siciliano submitted letters and petitions accepted at Planning 

Commission public hearings. He explained that the recommendation 

for denial by the Planning Commission was based on negative impacts 

weighed against potential benefits of proposed rezone. 

PUBLIC INPUT • 
-^ 

Opposing Z--l-&'-3 by letters were 

Mr and Mrs Theodore Wilson J. L. Greene, Jr. 

Charles & Madeline Honey combe Raymond Switzer 

!?' 

Among those appearing in opposition to Z-1S--3 were 

Mark Weeks Donald Elliot 

Martin Orban Arud M. Shcerpf 

Frances Baker Bessie B. Zigbar 
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Lillie B. Sikes 

E. W. Pillsbury 

J. L. Greene, Jr. 

Mrs K. G. Manning 

Geraldine Phelps 

John Brand 

-61 

Favoring Z-^8-3 by letters were 

Kenneth M. Higginson 

-8' 

Among those appearing in favor of Z-S§~- 

Julie McClue - 1705 17th Street, N.W. 

Mar ie Wallo - 7212 14th Avenue N.W. 

Walter Baker 

Ray B. Lopez, Jr. 

Ray Switzer 

Gill Manning 

Jo Ann Lucas 

Betty jean Mcllvain 

3 were 

Ella Doyle 

Henry W. & Mary Brown 

Ella Doyle, Henry W. and Mary M. Brown indicated from the audience 

that they were in favor of Z-81-3 but did not wish to speak. 

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT 

Fay Whisnant, Board of Realtors - stated her opinion that a variety 

of housing is vibrant for a community anywhere; that 15,000 square 

foot lots do not necessarily make attractive housing. 

Fred G. Minnis, 

family - stated 

most people out 

citizens. 

Sr, Attorney, speaking for himself and the Jenkins 

his opinion that the proposed rezone would "price" 

of the area, and that homeowners make better 

Richard Hampton, Attorney, representing the George Manson Estate 

- stated his opinion that the rezone is in conflict with the 

Comprehensive Plan; owners cannot develop their property as a matter 

of right except to build single family homes on 12,000 square foot 

lots. 

Larry Staab, Attorney, representing Mr and Mrs F. W. Sikes - read 

a letter from the Sikes stating that such rezoning will make their 

property illegal and non-conforming. 

Robert Schultz, Attorney, representing a group of area residents, 

(on submitted list) including Richard Gremley and Mr and Mrs 

Santinello - stated that he felt the proposed rezoning would 

increase bureaucratic red tape; he urged Board to withdraw 

petition. 

Mann G. Berg, Attorney representing Tampa West Shore, 'Inc - read 

his answer to an editorial in the Sarasota Herald Tribune April 30, 

1981. He concurred with recommendation of the Planning Commission 

for denial. 

RECESS/RECONVENE 

After a brief recess the Board reconvened with all members present. 

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT (CONT'D) 

Rosemary Thompson - Commended the Planning Commission on its 

recommendation for denial. 

Tekia Jean Hall - Grandparents homesteaded Bishops Point in 1850; 

wants to keep the area as is. 

Dorinda D. Wyke spoke on behalf of her mother, Tekia Adams Da vis; 

agreed with her sister (Mrs Hall) and stated that the commercial 

property should not be taken away from Bishops Point. 

Richard Wyke - New Zoning Ordinance reduced number of options for 

use of commercial properties; proposed rezone would reduce options 

and value of the properties even further. 

Mary Santinello - Proposed rezone leaves too many unanswered 

questions. 
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Ron Santinello - After citing several instances of what he 

considered misinformation from previous meetings, urged the Board 

to deny the petition. 

C. Fred Seeman, representing Catalina Enterprises and York Town 

Homes - Expressed concern about loss of agricultural land and strong 

opposition to the proposed zoning change. 

Bill Orban - Operates a nursery in the area he hopes to expand; 

rezone would tend to create an exclusive club atmosphere and destroy 

agricultural atmosphere in the area. 

Theodore R. Jenkins - Family has been there many years; rezone would 

drive family from the area where all their life earnings are 

invested. 

Donald L. Blaker - Cannot believe any American citizen would vote 

for the proposed rezone. 

James E. Foster - Owns ten acres near the marina; suggested use of 

Planned Unit Develop for better control of the atmosphere of this 

section of the County. Requested denial. 

Mary Ann Porpora - Very much opposed to the general idea of 

rezoning. 

PETITIONS ACCEPTED 

Chairman Glass confirmed acceptance of petition from property owners 

and residents requesting denial of R-81-17 (submitted at previous 

public hearing). 

AGRICULTURAL LAND 

As an item of clarification, Bruce Siciliano advised that the 

proposed rezoning action would not affect the agricultural land. 

MINIMUM LOT SIZES 

Mr Siciliano explained that the minimum lot size under the New Code 

for R-1C district is 15,000 square feet; R-1B - 10,000 square feet 

and R-1A - 2,500 square feet. 

SUMMARY: CONTROLS UNDER NEW ZONING ORDINANCE 

Mr Siciliano outlined several additional controls provided under 

the new Comprehensive Plan and Land Development Code in regard to 

density, special exception, etc, beyond those provided under the 

Old Zoning Ordinance. 

1. Density limits set forth for various sectors (Palma Sola sector 

permits maximum density of 4.5 units per acre; Riverview sector 

permits 6.5 units per acre) 

2. Land Development Code (Permits more restrictic control, with 

many uses being switched to special exceptions, particularly 

in -the C, Commercial District) . 

There being no further public comment, public hearing was declared 

closed. 

Mr Fletcher moved to instruct counsel to prepare the necessary 

resolution to withdraw petition Z-81-3, formerly R-81-17. Motion 

was seconded by Mr Chance and carried unanimously. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared 

adjourned, i 

Attest: / APPROVED: 

Clerk 

Adj; 11:42 a.m. 
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