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AUGUST 20, 1981 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met 

in SPECIAL SESSION in the Courthouse, Bradenton, Florida, Thursday, 

August 20, 1981 at 11:00 a.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Patricia M. Glass, Chairman 

Vernon E. Vickers, Vice-Chairman 

Claude E. McGavic 

Westwood H. Fletcher, Jr. 

Edward W. Chance 

Also present were: 

E. N. Fay, Jr., County Attorney 

David B. Collier, County Administrator 

Richard H. Ashley, Chief Deputy Clerk, representin9 

R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

Representing the various news media were Jud Madgrin, The Sarasota 

Herald-Tribune; Betty Kohlman, St Petersburg Times and others who 

entered during the meeting. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Glass. 

LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE VIOLATION (STIMUS) 

Chairman Glasssubmitted a letterfrom Alan Prather of the firm of 

Mann and Fay, dated August 18, 1981, 

Re: Alleged Violations of Section 205F-1. "Tree Pro¬ 

tection", Manatee County Ordinance No. 81-4, LAND 

DEVELOPMENT CODE, Tom Stimus and Albert Eastham, 

in which he advised that, under the facts known, legal basis for 

obtaining a temporary restraining order does not exist at this time, 

and no action is being taken against Mr Stimus and Mr Eastham. 

Mrs Glass announced the purpose of this special meeting was to 

discuss this issue. Since the public had been alerted that the 

Board took this particular action (8/13/81) and was very specific 

in what, it wanted to achieve, she felt the Board needed to be \ 

apprised of this new development. ':• 

i- 

Mr Prather reported that according to information from interviews 

and statements, Mr Stimus has never given any indication that the 

remaining tree' is going to be cut down. In order to pave the 

parking lot he must follow several steps through the Planning 

Department and obtain site plan approval, and there is no evidence 

to show he will violate this procedure. Since the law will not 

assume such a violation will occur there is no immediate need to 

restrain the paving. 

After being advised of the Law prohibiting frivolous lawsuits, and 

the possibility that the County could be liable for filing a suit 

that is frivolous in nature, Mr McGavic stated his opinion that it 

would ,serve no useful purpose to proceed at this point with the 

course.of action originally chosen. 

Mr Vickers stated that if no action can be taken today he felt the 

previous instructions to the attorneys should stand until the Board 

meets again. 

At the request of the Chairman, Richard Ashley, Chief Deputy Clerk, 

read the motion (made by Mr Chance, seconded by Mr Vickers, 8/13/81) 

to authorize the County Attorney to take the necessary action 

against Tom Stimus regarding the property (car lot) where the tree 

violation occurred. 



AUGUST 20, 1981 Cont'd 

The County Attorney advised that since the attorneys have 

instructions to file suit, if the facts change between now and next 

Tuesday, they can take whatever action is necessary. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared 

adjourned. 

Attest: APPROVED: 
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