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SEPTEMBER 29. 1981 

PUBLIC HEARING 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, 

reconvened in Public Hearing in Beall Auditorium, Bradenton, Florida, 

Tuesday, September 29, 1981 at 6:07 p.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Patricia M. Glass, Chairman 

Vernon E. Vickers, Vice-Chairman 

Claude E. McGavic 

Westwood H. Fletcher, Jr. 

Edward W. Chance 

Also present were: 

David B. Collier, County Administrator and 

Bob Fernandez, his Assistant 

Richard H. Ashley, Chief Deputy Clerk, representing 

R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

Representing the various news media were Libby Alii son. The 

Sarasota Herald-Tribune; Kevin Bezner, The Bradenton Herald, 

and others who entered during the meeting. 

OPERATING BUDGE-T t „ 

Public^ hearing; opened September 28, 1981 was continued for the 

purpose p.f obt'ain'ing written and oral comments from the public on 

proposed^ Maha-tee jCounty Operating Budget for Fiscal Year 1981-1982. 

The County Administrator and his assistant. Bob Fernandez, reviewed 

the proposed budget based on the TRIM millage, noting that 

additional cuts will reduce the millage to approximately 7.5 through 

transfer of cash carryover revenue and deferrment of intersection 

improvements (Highway Department); revision of acquisition of 

hospital equipment, and correction of accounting figures in the 

Building Maintenance Department. 

Mr Fernandez made a graphic slide presentation of the revised 

tentative budget, pointing out increases over prior years brought 

about by State mandated programs. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Among those present and commenting on the proposed budget and 

related subjects were: 

Dick Blankenship 

Henry Smoak 

C. W. Hine 

Gloria Rains 

Pat Cariton 

Theresa Lyie 

Ray Morning star 

Arlene Flisik 

Mr. Christian 

Peggy Adams 

David Wilcox 

Sylvia Gantz 

Ernest Marshall 

R. A. Scholl 

Thomas Cantalino 

David Hollowell 

Walter Handy 

George Hooper 

In addition to objections to increase in property assessments, cost 

of State mandated programs increasing local tax burden (and State 

representatives should be present to answer questions), PR study 

on county roads (assessment of condition), $1.6 million for the 

hospital, comments included suggestions 

=local officials solve local problems without State or Federal aid , 

implement Users' fees, invoke moratorium on hiring county 

employees, control growth/development, levy additional one-cent 

sales tax instead of raising property taxes; 

to trim the budget by 

=reducing Constitutional Officers' budgets (before submission to 

Tallahassee), attorneys' fees, county personnel, new programs, 

bus service, questionable items in budget of County Administrator, 

challenging Sheriff's budget; 
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=eliminatlng computer system, night hours at Library, all but one 

public defender, ineffeciency in government (reference certain 

departments). 

Donald Busey submitted a resolution adopted by the Board of 

Directors, County Chamber of Commerce, indicating concern about 

increase in the operating budget and urging millage rollback to no 

more than 6 mills. 

James Kemp offered (free) his expertise in data processing. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Correspondence was acknowledged from Ed Dick; Federation of Manatee 

County Community Association; Helen Robinson, Jackie Tarr and Marian 

Newel 1. 

TENTATIVE BUDGET 

Mr Collier and Mr Fernandez explained that the process mandated by 

the TRIM Bill requires that the Board adopt a tentative budget, 

that a summary of the budget and the millage rates be advertised; 

that another public hearing will be scheduled to be held October 

12, 1981 at 6:00 p.m. 

Board members and staff discussed cuts that had been made in the 

proposed budget since the previous hearing, which reduced the 

millage to 7.5537, adoption of a tentative budget and continuation 

of effort for further reductions by October 12. 

RECESS/RECONVENE 

After a brief recess, the Board reconvened with all members present. 

Chairman Glass announced that the practical course of action 

appears to be adoption of the recommended tentative budget and make 

the cuts the Board deems possible between now and the final 

budget hearing. Other Constitutional Officers will be invited to 

be present to answer questions at that hearing. 

After a general discussion during which members of the Board 

expressed their individual opinions as to the proposed budget and 

gave suggestions as to how the budget might be reduced, Mr Fernandez 

recapped the proposed budget, which included the following cuts: 

Highway Intersection Improvements - $1,000,000 

Cash Carry Over 400,000 

(thereby reducing tax requirements) 

Hospital Equipment leasing 600,000 

Building Maintenance Account 200,000 

Mr McGavic moved to adopt the tentative budget with cuts as 

outlined, with the millage rate of 7.5537. Motion was seconded by 

Mr Chance and carried unanimously. 

Mr Fernandez explained that recomputation of the millage rate, 

pursuant to action just taken by the Board, indicated a 33.05 

percentage increase from rollback, and that the MSTU (Municipal 

Service Taxing Unit) millage, which is a part of the adopted budget, 

is .809 mill, a 5.8 percent increase from rollback. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared 

adjourned. 

Attest: APPROVED: 

Clerk-- 

Adj: 10:44 p.m. 
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