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FEBRUARY 1, 1983 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met 

in REGULAR SESSION in the Courthouse, Bradenton, Florida, Tuesday, 

February 1. 1983 at 9:07 a.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Westwood H. Fletcher, Jr., Chairman 

Edward W. Chance 

Kent G. Chetlain 

Vernon E. Vickers 

Also present were: 

Mary Greenwood, County Attorney 

Robert F. Fernandez, County Administrator 

Richard H. Ashley, Chief Deputy Clerk, representing 

R. B.- Shores, Clerk of Circuit Court 
-^- " " t ^ 
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Absent?' was Commissioner: 

PatE-icia'M. Glass, Vice-chairman. 

Representing the,various news media were Greg Spears, The Bradenton 

Herald; Jud Magrin, Sarasota Herald-Tribune; Haven Simmons, Channel 

40; Tom Amontree, Channel 40; Pat Wasson, WBRD, and others who entered 

during the meeting. 

Invocation by Commissioner Edward W. Chance. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Fletcher. 

IMPACT FEES 

At the request of Mr. Vickers, the County Administrator was instructed 

to schedule a work session with the Board, Contractors Association, 

Homebuilders Association and all interested parties to review all 

impact fees, including utility fees. 

59TH STREET W. & MANATEE AVENUE INTERSECTION 

Mr. Chetlain reported on his meeting with business people, the County 

Engineer and State Road Department representatives to discuss alterna¬ 

tives to resolve the traffic problem on 59th Street and Manatee Ave. 

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTER 

Mr Chance reported on a meeting with representatives of the Federal 

and State Departments of Transportation regarding the Tourist 

Information Center on U.S. 301 (Ellenton) and they will provide the 

necessary signals on 1-75 intersection. It is anticipated that 

renovations of the building (15-acre parcel to be acquired) to house 

the Center will be completed by January, 1984. 

In order to obtain the legal description necessary for a lease 

agreement, Mr. Chance moved to authorize the County Engineering/ 

Highway Department to survey the driveway on the 301 property and lay 

out the road. Motion was seconded by Mr. Vickers and carried 

unanimously. 

CODE ENFORCEMENT BOARD 

The Chairman advised that the County Administrator's office had been 

requested to review all resumes submitted by applicants for 

appointment to the Code Enforcement Board and submit recommendations 

to the Board for consideration the following week. 

SARASOTA WATER RATES NEGOTIATIONS 

A letter, dated January 31, 1983, was acknowledged from Robert L. 

Anderson, Chairman of the Sarasota County Commission, regarding the 

Water Agreement with Manatee County (dated February 20, 1973) and 

setting forth recommended steps to achieve settlement of the water 

rate dispute between the two counties: 

1) Sarasota County waive the automatic stay, and begin 

payment (under protest) of the rates required by 

Manatee County Resolution adopted December 10, 1981 
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2) Both Counties instruct their chairmen, staff, rate experts 

and attorneys to meet at mutually convenient places in 

compliance with Chapter 286 Florida Statutes to...... 

a) arrive at a mutually acceptable recommendation 

to each of the Boards for an equitable and proper 

gallonage definition for the long-range program 

as required by the water agreement. 

b) arrive at a mutually acceptable recommendation 

to both Boards as to the amicable settlement of 

the pending litigation. 

Staff to complete the above tasks on or before 45 days. 

3) That both Counties instruct their attorneys to hold in 

abeyance any further legal proceedings either in the trial 

or appellate courts for at least 45 days and to instead 

concentrate on settlement efforts during this period 

4) On or before 45 days the Boards meet in joint workshop 

session for the purpose of reviewing the recomendations of 

the respective chairmen, staffs and attorneys for settlement 

of all water related disputes, in order to arrive at the 

format for a durable and amicable settlement. 

Upon motion by Mr. Chetlain, seconded by Mr. Chance and carried 

unanimously, the Chairman was authorized to sign a letter acknow¬ 

ledging receipt of letter from the Sarasota County Commission Chairman 

and that, based upon his recommendations in that letter, the Manatee 

County Chairman is prepared to recommend to his Board to accept the 

offer subject to the agreement and understanding concerning the 

following subjects: 

1) That a lump-sum payment of all rate arrearages now due and 

owing be paid immediately to Manatee County 

2) That negotiations in compromise of the present lawsuit be 

conducted by those rate experts, staff members and members 

of the Board in conjuction with their attorneys in 

accordance with customary practices concerning settlement 

negotiations between parties involved in a lawsuit. 

3) That during the period of negotiations, no new action will 

be filed by Sarasota attempting to impose a stay upon the 

rate resolution now set for public hearing on 2/15/83. 

4) The Sarasota Board to instruct its attorneys that they will 

enter into a proper agreement with the Manatee County 

attorneys to the effect that the moratorium on legal pro¬ 

ceedings will not give rise to a defense t.o Sarasota of 

laches or waiver of any right of this County to contest the 

jurisdiction of the Circuit Court with respect to the 

present pending litigation. 

5) If after the 45 day period the parties are unable to agree 

with respect to gallonage definition under the present water 

agreement and/or unable to agree with respect to all other 

matters of dispute concerning the water service agreement, 

the parties will agree to join in a declaratory judgment 

action seeking the interpretation of the Court with respect 

to the meaning of the present (1973) water service agreement. 

PROCLAMATION: ALTRUSA DAY 

Upon motion by Mr. Vickers, seconded by Mr. Chetlain, the Board 

unanimously adopted a Proclamation, designating February 4, 1983 as 

"ALTRUSA DAY" within Manatee County. 

RECORD PROCLAMATION S32-807 

DELINQUENT TAX LIST - ADVERTISEMENT 

Consideration of selecting a newspaper to advertise the list of 

delinquent taxes was deferred to Thursday, February 3, 1983, to allow 

all members of the Board to be present. 
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SINGLETARY ROAD; BETTS ROAD 

George L. Bose submitted a petition from residents of Myakka City area 

requesting improvement of Singletary Road and Belts Road by re- 

shelling, resurfacing or any method that would make the roads less 

hazardous. 

He said the roads are covered with a powdery pulverized sand which 

turns to washboard ruts and dust in dry weather, and to muddy slushy 

ruts and holes in wet weather. He submitted samples of material 

collected from the two roads and photographs demonstrating the 

condition. 

Roy Graves commented that lack of proper drainage has created the 

problem in the roads. 

Presentation was interrupted to hear general public comment. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: COUNTY LINE ROAD 

Caleb Grimes, attorney with the firm of Grimes, Goebel, Perry, Blue, 

Boylston and McGuire, noted that in August, 1982, Chairman Vickers 

had sent a letter to the State Department of Transportation 

recommending that the name of County Line Road be changed to 

University Parkway, and requested the Board to maintain that decision 

at the joint meeting with the Sarasota Commission on February 7, 1983. 

He submitted a petition supporting the proposed designation of State 

Road 610 (County Line Road) as "University Parkway". 

SINGLETARY ROAD; BETTS ROAD (Cont'd) 

Speaking in favor of resurfacing and maintaining Singletary and Belts 

Roads were: Gary Russ, Larry Best, Nancy Spaniel, George Tompkins 

and Mary Ann Ford. 

Ned Ness commented on mistakes made by the County due to poor 

planning. 

Martha Graves, who favored improving the roads, also commented that 

certain property in Myakka City is not listed on tax rolls. 

The County Administrator was instructed to investigate the reference 

to property not being listed on the tax rolls, and report his findings 

to the Board. 

Recess/reconvene. All members present except Mrs. Glass. 

Phil Davis, County Transportation Director, who did not recommend 

paving the roads, provided information on the maintenance schedules 

on Singletary Road and Betts Road from September 1982 to January 18, 

1983, and responded to questions by the Board and residents of Myakka 

City. 

He advised that the Road Paving Management 

available for presentation to the Board by 

problems faced by the County and potential 

solve those problems. 

Study, which will be 

March, will identify the 

resources available to 

Bill Baird, Department of Transportation, provided background as to 

the conditions of the roads. 

It was the concensus of the Board that staff meet with residents of 

Myakka area in connection with improvements to Singletary and Betts 

Roads and, in the meantime, allocation resources will be investigated. 

OCEAN DUMPING 

Charles Hunsicker, Utilities Department, submitted 

RESOLUTION R-83-18 - SUPPORTING 

OCEAN IMPACT ASSESSMENT STUDIES, 

and funding by State Legislature for the study of near-shore marine 

environment which will provide impact assessment capabilities 

necessary to monintor and protect coastal resources. 
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Mote Marine Laboratory is requesting State allocation funds to conduct 

a comprehensive study which will provide invaluable information in 

continuing efforts to monitor significant federal activities (such 

as ocean dumping and offshore oil exploration) for potential adverse 

impacts. 

Mr. Chance moved that the Board honor the request for legislative 

support of Mote Marine Laboratory Study of the offshore dumping, and 

adopt Resolution R-83-18. Motion was seconded by Mr. Chetlain and 

carried unanimously. 

RECORD RESOLUTION -, S32-808 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 

Jimmie Hamrick, Emergency Services, and John McCarthy, Material and 

Services, requested authorization to use self-insurance funds to 

replace an ambulance (stolen and burned in an accident January 20, 

1983) and to purchase the vehicle under bid 83-04-070-07, approved 

by the Board, November 9, 1982. 

Mr. Chance moved to authorize replacement of the ambulance destroyed 

by fire, utilizing self-insurance funds, and purchase under bid 83- 

04-070-07. Motion was seconded by Mr. Chetlain and carried 

unanimously. 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR'S CONSENT AGENDA 

Upon motion by Mr. Vickers, seconded by Mr. Chance, The County 

Administrator's Consent Agenda dated February 1, 1983, was unanimously 

approved. 

Items APPROVED included: 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMPLEX 

Acceptance of monthly progress report dated 1/26/83 from Edgar H. 

Wood, Clerk of the Works. 

MANATEE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL/SALE 

Execution of Retainer Letter from Carlton, Fields, Ward, Emmanuel, 

Smith & Cutler for counselling services. 

RECORD AGREEMENT S32-809 

TPANSIT/HANDI-BUS 
' 

Adoption of Resolution R-83-15 to Provide Transportaion to the 

Transportation Disadvantaged of Manatee County (and rescinding 

Resolution R-83-5, adopted 1/25/83). 

RECORD RESOLUTION S32-810 

EASEMENTS/DISCLAIMER 

Adoption of Resolution R-83-14 Releasing and Disclaiming Easements 

along an extension of 22nd Avenue West, south of Terra Ceia Estates 

Subdivison. 

RECORD RESOLUTION S32-811 

(End Consent Agenda) 

BUDGET AMENDMENTS 

Upon motion by Mr. Vickers, and seconded by Mr. Chance, 

were unanimously adopted amending the 1982-83 budget to 

the receipt and appropriation of unanticipated revenues 

item transfers: 

Resolutions 

provide for 

and item to 

TRANSPORTATION 

Increase Revenue: (83-77/1) 

Transfer from Highway 

Increase Expenditures: 

Cedar Hammock Canal $29,750 

RECORD RESOLUTION 

From: Transportation, regular salaries (83-77/2) 

To: Transportation, Transfer from 304 $29,750 

RECORD RESOLUTION 

From: Gas Tax, Reserve from Contingency (83-78) 

To: 59th St.W. - 8th Ave. Dr. S. to Cortez $1,201,835 

RECORD RESOLUTION 

S32-812 

,332-813 

332-814^ 
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Increase Revenue (83-79/1) 

Transportation 9th cent gas tax 

Increase Expenditures 

9th cent distribution to municipalities 

Increase Revenue (83-79/2) 

Gas Tax transfer from Highway 

Increase Expenditures 

9th cent gas tax, resurfacing 

From: Reserve for Contingency (83-80) 

To: Transfer to municipalities 

From: Reserves (83-81) 

To: Myakka Maintenance Facility 

From: Gas Tax Reserves (83-82) 

To: Terra Ceia Bridge; Jim Davis Bridge 

From: Gas Tax Reserve (83-83) 

To: 26th Ave. E. RR Crossing; 

US 301, NE of 1-75 (widening) 

TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION 

$558,867 

RECORD RESOLUTION S32-815 

$375,000 

RECORD RESOLUTION S32-=-816 

$18,539 

RECORD RESOLUTION S32-817 

$90,000 

RECORD RESOLUTION S32-818 

$59,000 

RECORD RESOLUTION S32-819 

$170,000 

RECORD RESOLUTION S32-820 

Upon motion by Mr. Chance, seconded by Mr. Chetlain, request for 

authority to travel was unanimously approved for Members of the Board 

to attend the State Association of County Commissioners Conference 

in Jacksonville, February 8-11, 1983. 

Upon motion by Mr. Chance, seconded by Mr. Chetlain, request for 

authority to travel was unanimously approved for Mary Blackburn Church 

to attend the National Association of Conservation Districts 

Convention in New Orleans, February 6-10, 1983. 

CLERK'S CONSENT CALENDAR 

Upon motion by Mr. Vickers, seconded by Mr. Chetlain, the Clerk's 

Consent Calendar, dated February 1, 1983, was unanimously approved: 

BONDS: 

Accept: M. D. McDonald - D/Permits 9517; 9988 

Trapp Corp. - D/Permit #10254 

BILLS FOR PAYMENT: 

200.00 

600.00 

Attorney s Fees: 

General Fund: 

Balance before payments: $310.676.50 

Balance after payments: $308,352.68 

Hogg, Alien: Eliz. Coleman 

Manatee Mem. Hospital: Indigent Hosp. 

OB Clinic 

Equipment Purchases 

D. L. Porter Constr. - Island Library/#8 (FINAL) 

WARRANT LIST: 

2,323.82 

2,702.28 

1,576.33 

55,000.00 

37,717.40 

Approve: January 25 to February 1, 1983 

Authorize: February 1 to February 8, 1983 

AUTHORIZE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN: 

P&R Instructor's Agreement with Sylvia R. Foster 

RECORD AGREEMENT S32-821 

LAKE MANATEE 

Warranty Deed from; Robin & Lisa Procter (Floodway Agmt 12/21/82) 

MANATEE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL NEGOTIATING TEAM 

Mr. Vickers announced the cancellation of the February 2nd, 1983 

meeting of the Manatee Memorial Hospital Negotiating Team. 
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PUBLIC SAFETY COMPLEX 

Mr. Chance relayed questions raised by local roofing contractors as 

to the condition of certain roofing material, which has been exposed 

to the elements for months, and guaranteed performance after it is 

installed on the Public Safety facilty. He suggested that the Clerk 

of the Works request the manufacturer or representative to inspect 

the material prior to installation and that the County be provided 

good performance guarantee. 

Mr. Woods was instructed to contact the manufacturer and report his 

findings to the Board. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned. 

Attest: / APPROVED: 

S^QLA<\ 00^^^ 

Clerk Chairman 1/90/01 

Adj: F2:19 p.m. 

437 


