
The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County/ Florida/ met 

in SPECIAL SESSION in the Courthouse, Bradenton, Florida, Wednesday, 

August 8, 1984 at 3:15 p.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Edward W. Chance, Chairman 

Westwood H. Fletcher, Jr., Vice-chairman 

Kent G. Chetlain 

Absent: 

Patricia M. Glass 

Vernon E. Vickers 

Also present were: 

Keith Roberts, County Attorney 

Robert F. Fernandez, County Administrator 

Richard H. Ashley, Chief Deputy Clerk, representing 

R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

Representing the various news media were Nick Mason, The Bradenton 

Herald; Dale White, Sarasota Herald-Tribune, and others who entered 

during the meeting. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Chance, who announced 

the purpose of this meeting was to discuss payment or non-payment 

of Road and Bridge Tax revenues to the municipalities in Manatee 

County. 

ROAD AND BRIDGE TAXES 

The: County-Administrator informed the Board that since Florida 

Statute^Section 336.59 was recently repealed by the Legislature, 

'and Counties are no longer required to levy taxes for road and 

bridge"purposes on behalf of the incorporated cities and towns, the 

Manatee County tentative budget for 1985 does not include the 

increment of the road and bridge tax which was formerly levied on 

behalf of the municipalities in Manatee County. 

Mr. Fletcher recommended that Manatee County provide road and bridge 

funding monies to the cities for this one year, to stay with 

the rollback millage and add to it .134 mills to provide $630,000 

for the cities. Mr. Fernandez noted that .1401 was the accurate 

millage to generate $668,000 to provide payment of $630,000 to the 

cities (only 95 percent of anticipated revenues can be used for 

actual budgeting purposes). 

Mr. Fernandez pointed out that payments to the cities pursuant to 

the State Law that required the County to share with the cities one 

half of the revenues collected within the cities generated from 

millage levied by the County for road and bridge activities are 

independent of payments pursuant to the double taxation settlement. 

The County Attorney commented on the fact that the legislature did 

not repeal only the provision that requires the counties to return 

50 percent of the road and bridge tax to the cities, but that it 

repealed the entire authorization to collect that tax. 

Mayor Charlotte Long, City of Holmes Beach, commented that if the 

County goes with the rollback millage, the cities will be satisfied 

to come up with the millage charged by the County specifically for 

the road and bridge fund in the unincorporated area and share it 

on a 50-50 basis. 

Dennis Kelly, Town Manager of Longboat Key, commented that no matter 

what the County collects, based on property values, it should be 

shared with the cities as it has been in the past. 

George Baldwin, City Clerk and Treasurer of the City of Bradenton, 

asked what statute created the 15 percent limitation on millage 

that the County can levy in the unicorporated area. 
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Mayor Bob Hunt/ City of Palmetto/ commented that he sees nothing 

wrong with the County dropping the collection of road and bridge 

tax but if the County continues to assess the tax. Palmetto wants 

its share. 

Mayor Ernie Cagnina, City of Anna Maria, said it was his under¬ 

standing that they were going to get a road and bridge fund for the 

maintenance of State Road 789 on the Island. 

Mayor Richard Connick, Bradenton Beach, referred to the Resolution 

adopted by the League of Cities and commented that it was the 

consensus of the cities that the County collect the road and bridge 

tax only in the unincorporated areas. 

Dolly Young commented that the 15 percent millage limitation is 

insignificant, compared to the overall needs of the County. 

Recess/Reconvene. All members present, except Mrs. Glass and 

Mr. Vickers. 

During discussion, it was suggested the Board direct staff to 

include the $630,000 and advertise the millage slightly above 

rollback millage to provide the County with ample room in which to 

formulate the budget. 

Bob Fernandez said he was reluctant to provide a raillage figure in 

this meeting, and requested policy guidance to develop the 420 form 

to be submitted for approval at a later date. 

Millage Rate 

Mr. Fletcher moved to set the millage at rollback rate, plus 

.2 mills. Motion was 'seconded by Mr. Chetlain and carried 

unanimously. 

In response to inquiry by the County Attorney whether the action 

was an approval of a tentative millage or a rate basis, Mr. Fletcher 

responded that it was instructions to staff. 

Tentative Millage: Public Hearing 

Mr. Chetlain moved to set the first public hearing for the purpose 

of adopting the tentative millage, on Wednesday, September 12, 1984 

at 6:00 p.m. Motion was seconded by Mr. Fletcher and carried 

unanimously. 

MEETING ADJOURNS^ 

There beiftg no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Attest: /J APPROVED: 
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