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AUGUST 30, 1984 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County/ Florida/ met 

in SPECIAL SESSION in the Courthouse/ Bradenton/ Florida/ Thursday/ 

August 30/ 1984 at 3:04 p.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Edward W. Chance/ Chairman 

Westwood H. Fletcher/ Jr./ Vice-Chairman 

Patricia M. Glass 

Absent: 

Vernon E. Vickers 

Kent G. Chetlain 

Also present were: 

Michael Hunt/ Assistant County Attorney 

Robert F. Fernandez/ County Administrator 

Don Barry/ Deputy Clerk/ representing 

R. B. Shore/ Clerk of Circuit Court 

Representatives of the various news media were present. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Chance. He explained the 

purpose of the meeting was to discuss ways and means for providing 

facilities for prisoners assigned to the County road gang. 

ROAD GANG FACILITIES 

Mayor Bob Hunt and Councilmen Ron Witt/ Mark Goodson and W.D. Bell/ 

City of Palmetto/ were present and participated in the discussion. 

During discussion Chief Circuit Judge Robert E. Hensley pointed out 

that new sentencing guidelines are going to increase jail population; 

that expansion of diversionary programs such as road gangs and work 

release is absolutely necessay to relieve overcrowding of jails. 

Mr Chance stated that the County cannot have a new facility ready by 

the time designated in the resolution by the City of Palmetto 

notifying the County to vacate the City facility. He promised the 

County would move forward to get a new facility in place/ but 

flexibility with the Court and Palemtto was necessary and asked if 

the Public Safety building could be used in the interim. 

Judge Hensley said it was his understanding the City of Palmetto 

simply did not want the road gang permanently housed in its facility 

and were willing to work with the County if the matter were not "put 

on the back burner." 

Members of the City Council concurred with Judge Hensley's comments/ 

noting that its Resolution indicated the City's intention to terminate 

the lease but also included a willingness to work with the County on 

a reasonable transition; that it was hoped the County could provide 

a time frame of its plans and would keep the City apprised of 

progress. 

Edgar Wood advised that after meeting with architects and contractors 

who construct prefab jail cells and investigating such facility in 

Clearwater/ staff has compiled the needs of a new stockade. Based 

on the $54.00 per square foot cost of the Clearwater facility/ 

construction of a similar structure of approximately 15/000 square 

feet/ designed to house 120 inmates/ it would cost Manatee County 

about $880/000 excluding land. It was his opinion that in-house 

construction would be less costly. 

In response to question/ he advised that these prefab structures meet 

the requirements of the Inspector General. 

The Chairman stated that a number of private contractors have 

indicated they could build a minimum security type facility and lease 

it to the County on a lease purchase arrangement with no upfront 

money. 
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He further advised that the Board had selected Port Manatee as the 

site for the stockade; the project will be discussed during the work 

session on Capital Improvements Program, and that the Board will move 

forward on the project as quickly as it can be placed on the agenda. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
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