
MAY 20, 1985 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met in 

SPECIAL/JOINT SESSION with the Board of County Commissioners of Sarasota 

County, in the Courthouse, Bradenton, Florida, Monday, May 20, 1985, at 

9:37 a.m. 

The purpose of the joint meeting was to discuss the Joint Resource 

Recovery Program and any other matters of mutual interest and concern. 

FOR MANATEE COUNTY: 

Present were Commissioners: 

Edward w. Chance, Chairman 

Kent G. Chetlain, Vice-Chairman 

Westwood H. Fletcher, Jr. 

Lloyd C. Hagaman, Jr. 

Absent: Vernon E. Vickers 

Also present were: 

Robert F. Fernandez, County Administrator 

H. Hamilton Rice, Jr. County Attorney 

Richard H. Ashley, Chief Deputy Clerk, representing 

R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

FOR SARASOTA COUNTY: 

Sarasota County Commission; 

Jeanie McElmurray, Chairman 

Jim Greenwald, Vice-chairman 

Robert L. Anderson 

Mabry Carlton, Jr. 

Jerry L. Hente 

Ed Maroney, County Administrator 

Representatives of the various news media were present. 

The joint meeting of the Manatee and Sarasota County Boards of County 

Commissioners was called to order by Chairman Chance. 

RESOORCE RECOVERY 

Ed Jablonowski, Hazen and Sawyer, P.S., provided a brief update on the 

work that is being done on Phase II of the Resource Recovery 

Feasibility Study. He indicated that a report on the second phase 

activities will be delivered to both commissions on June 4, 1985. 

He reported that in the past 30-40 days his firm has pursued more 

detailed marketing information from both Florida Power & Light and 

Tropicana Pi*odi»cts which are the two major markets identified in the 

first st0,gel of the study. Tropicana was requested to consider the 

alternatives and make a written statement to the counties as to its 

intent and Florida Power & Light figures have been updated projecting 

their cost in 1995 for energy recovered and provided by the county. 

On the area of landfill observations, he had spent a week observing 

the character or type of waste that was entering the Lena Road and Bee 

Ridge Facilities, to estimate the water content of the waste in order 

to determine the BTU content or the heat value of the refuse. 

He stated that the Department of Environmental Regulation is taking 

under adviseme-nt changes in 'language in 17-7, which might delete the 

requitement for daily cover at the landfill. If the requirement for 

daily cover is waived, it will result in a reduction of the projected 

landfill costs, and the life of landfills for both Manatee and 

•Sarasota Counties will be extended. 

Charles Hunsicker, Assistant Director for Planning, -Manatee County 

Utilities Department, commented on Manatee County's- tour to the 

Pinellas County facility, indicating that it was very'positive and he 

was impressed by the Workability of the project. He also commented 

briefly oh the meeting with Florida Power & Light, indicating, that it 

was optimistj-c and supportive. 
... 



Bob Anderson, Sarasota Commissioner, expressed his concern on the 

financing of a joint resource recovery plant, and suggested that a 

joint study be initiated now to determine the impact of new residents 

on the present facilities and their fair share. Should garbage 

disposal impact fees be implemented for new residences and businesses, 

a sizeable portion of that money could be collected in advance, banked 

and interest gained on that. 

Mr. Hagaman commented that the Manatee County Board, recognizing that 

there will have to be some impact fees involved in that type of system 

for newcomers and for future use, had already instituted such a study. 

Mr. Chance pointed out the consultants have advised that in order for 

resource recovery to work, mandatory garbage collection must be 

implemented in both counties to determine how much solid waste is 

being generated and what the revenues from that will be. 

Mr. Anderson said a joint meeting with the Utilities Advisory Board 

has been scheduled to discuss the ordinance that can implement 

mandatory garbage collection in Sarasota County. He recalled there 

was a referendum in Sarasota County in 1973 for that purpose, but did 

not know why it was not implemented. 

Jeanne McElmurray concurred with Mr. Chance that mandatory garbage 

collection is essential in both counties. 

Discussion: Tipping fees, transportation cost of garbage should a 

joint resource recovery be established; cost increase to residents; 

air quality problems; mobile home owners pay their fair share taxation 

under mandatory collection. 

Mr. Anderson suggested that staff from both counties and the financial 

advisors work together to discuss impact fees, tipping fees and method 

of financing the resource recovery plant. 

Mr. Jablonowski noted that the economic analysis that will be 

submitted to both commissions will be comprehensive and will include 

the cost of handling garbage in the two counties- 

UNIVERSITY PARKWAY 

Ed Maroney,Sarasota County Administrator, suggested a joint county 

land development review process to insure that the limited access 

aspect and the development of frontage roads on University Parkway and 

that some recommendation be made about four-laning in the near future. 

This review would insure that the integrity of what both respective 

boards have requested and the aesthetic quality of University Parkway 

is maintained. 

Mr. Anderson and Mr. Maroney commented on the Interlocal Agreement on 

keeping University Parkway corridor uncongested, restricting access 

every half mile and requiring frontage roads. 

When Mr. Hagaman indicated it was his understanding that the Sarasota 

County Commission did not support heavy commercial development in that 

particular area, Mr. Anderson responded they are trying to adhere to 

their Comprehensive Plan and there is very little commercial 

development. 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRAHSPORTATIOH 

Mr. Chance referred to the proposed redistricting by the Florida 

Department of Transportation (FDOT), where Manatee County will be 

placed into a district with Hillsborough County. He indicated there 

were some advantages, such as a stronger legislative delegation to the 

north would be beneficial; however, one of the disadvantages was the 

effect that this redistricting would have on the Sarasota-Manatee Area 

Transportation System Metropolitan Planning Organization. 

Among the problems faced by the present district structure were: The 

District office in Bartow does not meet the needs of Manatee County, 

the monies being spent in Manatee County are usually spent when the 

traffic is congested. 
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Discussion ensued as to the Southwest Florida Water Manageme%^ 

District being moved to Brooksville. Mabry Carlton, Sarasota 

Commissioner, commented that many of the water issues could be better 

resolved with a sub-office in the Sarasota-Manatee area. 

Phil Davis, Manatee County Transportation Director, advised that FDOT 

is not talking about a new district at this point, but is talking 

abwt the Tampa Bay Urban Office being part of District I, which 

indicates that the Metropolitan Organization will continue. 

Discussion on SMATS/MPO included: Retaining the organization as 

presently established; the organization being mandated therefore 

cannot be eliminated; the number of commissioners that must attend 

SMATS meetings; and the possibility of lowering the number of 

commissioners required to attend meetings or sending staff. 

STATUS OF WATER CONSERVATION EFFORTS 

•John Zimmerman, Water Manager, Manatee County Utilities Department, 

.submitted a Status Report on Water Conservation and the 1985 Water 

Shortage, dated May 18, 1985. 

It was reported that the present status of water supply for Manatee 

and Sarasota Counties has continually improved over the past three 

months in spite of an ever increasing rainfall deficit. The 

improvement was made possible as a result of successful mandatory 

conservation and the expansion of current water resources. The water 

resources, mentioned in his report were identified as agricultural 

we-lls and the Grace wells which are supplying about one half of the 

water presently being produced at the plant. 

This report referred to conditions at the the Lake Manatee Watershed 

and.at the- Manasota Basin and described the monitoring program by an 

extensive rain gauge network established within the watershed by the 

Manatee County Utilities Department. The 12 month record for the 

watershed represented the lowest rainfall year of record when compared 

to any of the local long-term stations, such as Fort Green, Bradenton 

and Wauchula. Reports collected by SWFWMD indicate the Manasota basis 

and service areas would be experiencing a cumulative deficit (October, 

1984-Apr.il, 1985) o-f approximately 8.8 inches. 

Although the result of water conservation efforts has curbed the 

expected unrestricted demand by 17.3% without adjusting these demands 

for growth of. the system, with such a large portion of the domestic 

supply being utilized for land irrigation and other outdoor uses, 

development of alternative lesser quality sources for these purposes 

remain a prime option for future water management programs. 

Mr. Chance advised that the Conservation Task Force may possibly be 

coming tp the County Commissioners and the counties in this district, 

and recommending the use of shallow wells to water lawns. That can be 

done by ordinance since lawns are the the biggest users. 

Mr. Zimmerman provided a brief report on the augmentation program, 

beginning with privately owned agricultural wells early in the water 

shortage, later from the W. R. Grace wells. As of May-1, 1985 the 

pumpline under construction since the end of January was completed and 

was tied to the .Grace Well Fields through that 36-inch line bringing 

water,to the water treatment plant. 

(Depart Mrs. McElmurray) 

i» 

CITI?EN COMMENTS 

DC.. Gord®n ^Ries commented on resource recovery, the private study he 

had Qonducted.,\ and his visit to the resource recovery plant in St. 

Petersburg, In commenting on the proposed Florida Department of 

Transportation/District Changes, he recommended that Manatee County go 

with the northern communities, but stay with the metropolitan area 

profile as established by the federal designation. 
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MEETING ADJOURNED 

Therebeing no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Attest: -'.- . APPROVED: 

<S^C^^>QlAA^ 

'*.'- ' 
^..GlerjeChairman ^/^-s/S^ 

' A • ' • ^ 

Adj: 11:3'7-! •a.m. 


