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FEBRUARY 22. 1992 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met in 

SPECIAL SESSION in the Administrative Center, 1112 Manatee Avenue West, 

Bradenton, Florida, Saturday, February 22, 1992, at 9:07 a.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Kathy A. Snell, Chairman 

Edward W. Chance, First Vice-chairman 

Lari Ann Harris, Second Vice-chairman 

Kent G. Chetlain 

Patricia M. Glass 

Maxine M. Hooper 

Absent was Commissioner: 

Joe McClash, Third Vice-chairman (due to prior commitment) 

Also present were: 

Karen Jackson-Sims, Acting County Administrator 

Tedd Williams, Assistant County Attorney 

.•-."' Judy LaMee, Director of Communications and Development, 

-;Y representing R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

^•Representatives of the various news media were present. 

.- "<- ~>' - ~- 

"^ A moment of silent prayer was observed. 

•'' / v <- 
',•' The meeting was called to order by Chairman Snell. 

LEGISLATIVE REAPPORTIONMENT 

Karen Jackson-Sims, Acting County Administrator, recommended (2/21/92 

memo) the Board consider draft Resolution 

R-92-70 A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 

MANATEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, EXPRESSING THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS ' UNEQUIVOCAL OPPOSITION TO ANY STATE LEGISLATIVE 

REAPPORTIONMENT PLAN WHICH DOES NOT PROVIDE THE CITIZENRY OF 

MANATEE COUNTY WITH THE PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION WITHIN 

MANATEE COUNTY TO WHICH IT IS ENTITLED UNDER LAW AND 

PRINCIPLES OF EQUITY. 

David Rothfuss, Assistant County Administrator, advised that Legislative 

Liaison, Betty Steffens, has indicated there are several reapportionment 

plans that, if enacted, would have a definite effect upon the House 

districts in Manatee County. In particular, it would link Manatee 

County's House Legislative Districts with Polk, Hillsborough, and 

Pinellas Counties. 

Ms. Steffens indicated that Manatee County, based upon its population of 

approximately 214,000 persons, would qualify to have two districts 

serving Manatee County, specifically, to assure the proper 

representation of Manatee County in the State Legislature. 

Discussion: The plan could reduce the number of representatives from 

Manatee County; the County would have only one truly Manatee County 

representative. 

Representative Toby Holland stated that the House Reapportionment 

Committee Bill will probably be presented (to the Legislature) next 

week. He pointed out the two House Districts anchored by Manatee 

County. He stated the plan will be reviewed and turned down by the 

Justice Department. 

Discussion: This cannot be vetoed by the Governor; this plan will 

destroy the two-party system in the community; engaging the expert who 

assisted with the County redistricting to assist Representative Holland 

in preparing an argument against this plan; requesting the Manatee 

County Democratic Executive Committee adopt a resolution opposing this 

plan; Representative Holland will contact the municipalities; having a 

strong argument in defense of an alternate plan; reviewing a large-scale 

map showing how everyone is affected; how does the Board oppose the 

completed plan. 



FEBRUARY 22. 1992 (Confd) 

Tedd Williams, Assistant County Attorney, advised that Statutes provide 

that when this process is final, the State Attorney General will 

automatically file a suit for declaratory judgment for Supreme Court 

review of the reapportionment. The Statute also provides that, at that 

point in time, adversary interests can join in that suit. 

Mr. Chance moved to adopt Resolution R-92-70. Motion was seconded by 

Mr. Chetlain and carried 6 to 0. 

RECORD S41-1030 

Motion was made by Mr. Chance, and seconded by Mrs. Glass, to authorize 

staff, including the County Administrator and Planning, Permitting and 

Inspections, to provide information to assure the County has proper 

representation in Tallahassee and that the district lines meet all the 

criterion provided by law. 

Following suggestion that the County Attorney's Office be included in 

the motion, the motion carried 6 to 0. 

There was consensus that the motion allows staff to engage the expert 

who helped with Manatee County's redistricting. 

PUBLIC EDUCATION AND CAPITAL OUTLAY (PECO) FUNDS 

Ms.' Sims advised (2/21/92 memo) that the School Board and Manatee 

Community College (MCC) are concerned about a pending decision by the 

Florida Legislature to cut $162.3 million from the Public Education and 

Capital Outlay (PECO) appropriations for FY 1992-93. The Legislature 

has decided to give top priority to 1992-93 PECO projects that: 

= have received approval of the size, scope and location of the 

project from all local governments and agencies controlling 

the various components of growth management, and 

= have by Monday, February 24, 1992, received a written 

statement from those local governments and agencies that there 

are no unfunded off site costs required by the project. 

The County Administrator's Office has reviewed the 1992-93 Capital 

Outlay Project Lists of both the School Board and MCC and are of the 

opinion that neither list contains projects that will conflict with 

current components of our Growth Management Ordinances. Discussions 

with representatives from both educational institutions indicate that no 

PECO funds will be needed for off site improvements. 

In order to retain project eligibility for funding in the appropriations 

bill being considered by the Legislature, the Speaker of the House is 

requesting written statements from local governments by Monday, February 

24, 1992, indicating whether the capital projects meet the two priority 

criteria previously cited. 

She recommended the Chairman be authorized to execute letters to 

Dr. Gene Witt, Superintendent, Manatee County Schools, and to 

Dr. Stephen J. Korcheck, President, MCC, advising that Manatee County 

supports their applications for PECO funds. 

Ms. Sims stated that MCC has apprised the County that plans to finish 

construction of the science center and to do approximately $2 million in 

repairs on existing facilities during this next fiscal year depend on 

receipt of the funding. 

Walter Miller, Manatee County School Board, explained that PECO funds 

are funds controlled by Florida Statute and appropriated by the Florida 

Legislature annually for construction and maintenance of schools. The 

School Board anticipates receiving approximately $6 million in PECO 

funds this coming fiscal year. It is the intent to use $4.6 million of 

that money for construction of the new Bradenton Middle School. 

He advised that since the Legislature has a shortfall of $162 million in 

revenues, projects failing to meet the criteria will become low 

priorities to receive appropriations. 
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FEBRUARY 22. 1992 (Cont'd) 

Mr. Chance moved to authorize the Chairman to sign and transmit the 

correspondence to Dr. Witt and Dr. Korcheck. Motion was seconded by 

Mrs. Glass. 

Following suggestion, included in the motion was authorization for the 

Chairman to execute a letter to Betty Castor, Education Commissioner, 

requesting she consider the local schools needs. Motion carried 6 to 0. 

MYAKKA COMMUNITY CENTER 

Mr. Chance advised that he was contacted by proprietors of a community 

center in Myakka City regarding funds the County Commission agreed to 

allocate for the center. He questioned where the Myakka Community 

Center is going to be located; will it be the center built by the people 

in the area or is it going to be located on the old school site. 

Mr. Miller stated that there have been a number of meetings in Myakka. 

In order for the School Board and the County Commission to communicate 

better, the School Board has asked its architect to develop a master 

site plan showing what the people were requesting at the last meeting. 

Discussion: Which center is going to be supported by the County; there 

will be two competing interests seeking money from the County; the 

School Board has to first make a decision as to where the new school 

will be located; etc. 

(Mrs. Glass absent during portion of discussion) 

Mr. Miller advised that they are trying to purchase additional property 

in the area; however, they cannot locate the property owner. The 

project is being delayed because the buildings cannot be planned until 

the additional property is purchased. He recommended the site plan be 

presented at the next School Board meeting and that he keep Mrs. Hooper 

informed of the details. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Attest: APPROVED: 


