
MARCH 17, 1992 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met in 

THE SHADE, in accordance with Ordinance 92-23, in the Administrative Center, 

1112 Manatee Avenue West, Bradenton, Florida, Tuesday, March 17, 1992, at 

1:24 p.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Kathy A. Snell, Chairman 

Edward W. Chance, First Vice-chairman 

Kent G. Chetlain 

Patricia M. Glass 

Maxine M. Hooper (entered during meeting) 

Absent were Commissioners: 

Lari Ann Harris, Second Vice-chairman, illness 

Joe McClash, Third Vice-chairman 

Also present were: 

H. Hamilton Rice, Jr., County Attorney 

Tedd Williams, Chief Assistant County Attorney 

Steve Logan, Assistant County Attorney (mediator) 

Evelyn Lloyd, Deputy Clerk, representing 

R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

Chairman Snell called the meeting to order for the purpose of discussing 

a settlement agreement in connection with Cole versus Eubanks and 

Manatee County, Case No. CA-88-2783. 

COLE VS. EUBANK8 AND MANATEE COUNTY 

Tedd Williams, Chief Assistant County Attorney, reviewed Cole versus 

Eubanks and Manatee County, CA-88-2783. 

He stated Mr. Cole was struck by a motorboat while snorkel ing off shore 

from Coquina Beach. The plaintiff sustained severe injuries to his 

legs, experienced extreme respiratory complications, and has claimed 

residual life altering problems and depression. He submitted 

photographs depicting severe injuries to Mr. Cole's legs. 

The case was mediated with Assistant County Administrator Steve Logan as 

agent for Manatee County and a settlement of $55,000 was reached pending 

approval of the Board. The plaintiff settled with the motor boat 

operator sometime ago for policy limits of $50,000. 

He stated Mr. Cole alleged the County was negligent in its failure to 

install marker buoys to separate the swimming and boating areas and 

failure to have a sufficient number of lifeguards on duty. He further 

alleged that if he were outside the swimming area, the lifeguards failed 

to see him and call him back into the appropriate area. 

(Enter Mrs. Hooper) 

He pointed out that County lifeguards testified during deposition that 

they had warned the County about the lack of buoys to keep boats out of 

the swimming area. 

In light of Mr. Cole's severe injuries and the strong possibility of a 

high award with a finding of at least some percentage of negligence on 

the part of Manatee County, he recommended approval of the $55,000 

settlement. 

Mr. Chance moved to accept the County Attorney's recommendation. Motion 

was seconded by Mr. Chetlain and carried 5 to 0. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

- ^- '-i i-^, • "j .' .• c 

Adj: I'.S^p.vi'..' .'•••'' 

/emi '--.. 

573 


