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MARCH 31. 1992 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met in THE 

SHADE, in accordance with Ordinance 92-23, in the Administrative Center, 1112 

Manatee Avenue West, Bradenton, Florida, Tuesday, March 31, 1992, at 1:21 

p.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Kathy A. Snell, Chairman 

Lari Ann Harris, Second Vice-chairman 

Patricia M. Glass 

Maxine M. Hooper 

Absent were Commissioners: 

Edward W. Chance, First Vice-chairman 

Kent G. Chetlain 

Joe McClash, Third Vice-chairman 

Also present were: 

H. Hamilton Rice, Jr., County Attorney 

Tedd Williams, Chief Assistant County Attorney 

Jane Roak, Deputy Clerk, representing 

R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

Chairman Snell called the meeting to order for the purpose of discussing 

a offer to settle Case No. CA-91-4585, Rodger Fach vs. Manatee County. 

LAWFUIT - RODGER FACH VS. MANATEE COUNTY 

Tedd Williams, Assistant County Attorney, advised that Rodger Fach was 

a passenger in a van involved in an accident with a Manatee County 

Transit Bus. The driver of the van, James Atha, died of injuries. The 

bus crossed the centerline and struck the van head-on during a test 

drive. 

Initially Mr. Fach's complaints revolved around his right shoulder; 

however, one year later he complained of low back and right hip pain. 

He then expanded his complaints to include both shoulders, neck, low 

back and hips. 

In March 1991, Mr. Fach obtained new counsel and again expanded his 

complaints to also include a closed head injury causing headaches, 

memory loss, depression, hearing loss and visual disturbances. Mr. Fach 

is requesting $200,000 in settlement. A Doctor's report indicates a 

back injury (herniated disk) related to lifting a lawn mower. 

Mr. Williams stated it is the County Attorney's contention the subject 

accident is not the source of Mr. Fach's mental state or the condition 

of his low back; however, he has sustained a legitimate injury to his 

right shoulder and arm; had cuts on his face and behind his ear 

requiring stitches; and lost some time from work. 

Mr. Williams recommended the County Attorney be authorized to file an 

Offer of Judgment in the amount of $30,000, prior to mediation (4/2/92). 

Discussion: Derivation of the $30,000 figure; previous mental problems; 

possibility of neck/back injuries showing up later; amount of medical 

bills prior to back injury; amount of health insurance. 

Mrs. Glass moved to offer $30,000. Motion was seconded by Mrs. Harris 

and carried 4 to 0. 

Disposition: County Attorney to furnish information on medical 

insurance recovery. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
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