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MAY 13. 1992 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met in 

SPECIAL SESSION in the Administrative Center, 1112 Manatee Avenue West, 

Wednesday, May 13, 1992, at 3:06 p.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Kathy A. Snell, Chairman 

Edward W. Chance, First Vice-chairman 

Patricia M. Glass 

Maxine M. Hooper 

Absent were Commissioners: 

Lari Ann Harris, Second Vice-chairman (illness) 

Joe McClash, Third Vice-chairman (prior commitment) 

Kent G. Chetlain (vacation) 

Also present were: 

David Rothfuss, Assistant County Administrator 

H. Hamilton Rice, Jr., County Attorney 

Judy LaMee, Director of Communications and Development, 

representing R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Snell. 

GRANTS - FLORIDAFIX PROGRAM 

By memoranda of May 11, 1992 (3) and May 5, 1992 (1), Ken Rogers, 

Community Relations Director, recommended 

= The Chairman be authorized to execute PUR7033, State of 

Florida Request for Proposals (RFP) - Contractual Services/ 

Acknowledgment Form (Proposal Title-FloridaFix: Partnerships 

in Low-Income Residential Retrofit for Florida); 

= .The- Chairman be authorized to execute letter of transmittal to 

Pain 'earl-ton, Grants Coordinator, Department of Community 

Affairs (OCA); and 

= Staff be ^dfrected to forward the RFP to Department of 

Community Affairs (DCA) so as to reach the appropriate office 

not later than 4:30 p.m., EST, on May 15, 1992; 

adoption of Resolutions;" 

R-92-129 PERMISSION FOR MANATEE COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS 

DEPARTMENT TO FURNISH WATER SERVICE TO RUBONIA RESIDENTS PRIOR 

TO PAYMENT OF FACILITY INVESTMENT FEES 

and 

R-92-130 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND ESTABLISHING A GRANT 

PROGRAM TO FURNISH FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE WITH BUDGETED COUNTY 

FUNDS TO PROPERTY OWNERS IN RUBONIA FOR SERVICE CONNECTION TO 

THE WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM; AND AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED ON 

WELL-PLUGGING PROGRAM IN RUBONIA WITH BUDGETED COUNTY FUNDS 

CONDITIONED ON SOUTHWEST FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

(SWFWMD) EFFECTING INTER-AGENCY AGREEMENT WITH MANATEE COUNTY; 

and acceptance of Report on Project Local Funds as of May 1, 1992. 

Mr. Rogers advised that FloridaFix is a program funded through DCA for 

residential retrofit, which is an extension of the Department's 

Weatherizat ion Program, as well as emergency home repairs. The grants 

range from $10,000 to $100,000. There is a required dollar-per-dollar 

match above the first $5,000, which can be a cash, non-grant, or in-kind 

match. 

He stated the purpose of the program is to engender partnerships between 

the recipients, generally non-profit organizations, and others involved 

in home repair and weatherization. 

If the County receives the funds, the contract year will be July 1, 

1992, through June 30, 1993. DCA has indicated there is a possibility 

the $50,000 remaining from the Rubonia project could be used as a match 

for this grant. 



MAY 13. 1992 (Confd) 

Discussion: Will repairs bring homes up to Code; will bids be approved 

by County; Manatee Opportunity Council's (MOC) role in this grant. 

Mr. Rogers explained that if the State approves this grant application, 

the County will have $120,000, of which $50,000 will be used to complete 

connections to the sewer system and $70,000 will be available for the 

emergency repairs and residential retrofits. 

He stated that one caveat to this program is that for each $1,000 from 

DCA, above the first $5,000, the County has to improve at least one 

home. He also reviewed the four areas by which this application will be 

scored. 

Discussion: Incorporating County's experience in building, i.e., 

Facilities Management, Building Official; staff members to 

administer program; standard set of rules and procedures and one 

spokesperson to speak for the County; who will qualify for program, etc. 

George Devenport, Building Official, stated that this type of program is 

geared toward houses or communities that are substandard. With regard 

to concerns pertaining to improving/repairing structures to at least a 

minimum living standard, he stated that once a list of people being 

considered for this program is brought forward, qualified inspectors can 

determine the minimum need and then bids can be obtained. 

Discussion: Not enough money to improve homes from substandard or below 

to standard; possibility of MOC or Community Development Corporation 

(CDC) applying for grant; possible use of affordable housing funds 

($139,000); etc. 

H. Hamilton Rice, Jr., County Attorney, stated the Resolutions amend 

existing rate resolutions and he could not recommend adoption without 

ten days public notice. He noted there is no mechanism in the 

Resolutions to identify non-CDBG eligible persons and properties. 

Discussion: Would Resolutions have to be adopted if the County were not 

sponsoring grant; County working with a non-profit agency; another 

agency coordinating the program, through an interlocal agreement with 

the County; using County's $50,000 CDBG funds as matching funds; County 

has applied for $200,000 through the State's allocation of the Federal 

HOME Program for a County rehabilitation program with a limit of $15,000 

per structure; possibility of liability if County applies for grant and 

withdraws; not possible to receive an extension to apply, etc. 

Mr. Devenport advised that if the inspectors conduct a sewer inspection 

and fail to observe something that is a serious violation, it could 

place the County in certain amounts of liabilities. 

The Chairman requested staff review the application and make a 

recommendation later in the meeting. 

(NOTE: See further discussion/action later in the meeting) 

FIDDLER'S GREEN SUBDIVISION 

Inasmuch as a request was made (5/12/92) for assistance with regard to 

drainage problems in Fiddler's Green Subdivision, Tim Spence, Planning, 

Permitting and Inspections, distributed a cross-section of Section A-A, 

the berm and swale. He also reviewed the Drainage Plan/Record Drawing 

for the Fiddler's Green Subdivision. 

He stated that the berm with a swale is approximately six inches high; 

Section A-A was to be constructed along the eastern portion of the 

subdivision; and records indicate that in 1988 final inspections were 

conducted and the berm and swale section did exist. 

Under the Land Development Code (LDC) in affect at the time this 

subdivision was approved, and under the current LDC, there was/is no 

requirement to create a buffer area. The final plat only provided five 

feet through easement protection, not 15 feet. Within that five-foot 

easement, there is a two-foot fence easement which allows the 

construction of fences and retaining walls. 
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MAY 13, 1992 (Cont'd) 

At this time, lots 1, 1, 9, 12 and 13 on the eastern boundary of the 

subdivision are vacant and lots 2, 6, 8, 10 and 14 are occupied and 

include pools. When the pool permits were applied for, staff reviewed 

the final subdivision plat showing the five-foot easement and the 

setbacks commenced from that point. Therefore, the ability to protect 

a 15-foot area to function as a swale/berm area was not enforceable 

through the final plat and permits were issued correctly. 

In the summer of 1990 there was a notification by the Southwest Florida 

Water Management District (SWFWMD) that the developer (Richard Olson) 

was in violation of his SWFWMD permit; however, that violation focused 

on the western portion of the property and the effect that it had on 

adjoining property. Modifications and new calculations were submitted 

to SWFWMD and, in January 1991 SWFWMD repermitted the stormwater system. 

Jerome Gostkowski, Planning, Permitting and Inspections, explained that 

the preliminary plat showed the drainage intent, however, because it is 

a straight-zoning category, there was no requirement for buffering. The 

15-foot buffer was an agreement between Mr. Olson and Mr. Jones 

(adjacent property owner) and was approved because it did not violate 

any County standard or requirements. 

Mr. Spence added that the stormwater system is the responsibility of the 

Fiddler's Green Home Owners' Association. 

Motion was made by Mrs. Glass, seconded by Mr. Chance and carried 

4 to 0, to reconsider the action regarding this item ordered by the 

Board on May 12, 1992. 

Discussion: Whether or not this subdivision is in compliance with the 

County's rules/regulations; what was submitted for approval; bad 

standards from 1988 are causing drainage and erosion problems for 

adjacent nursery; if any action is to be taken, it is civil action; 

approximately ten feet of fall running from east to west across this 

property; under the new Code, for the lots that are known to have a 

saturated situation, they can be perimeterized with an underdrain system 

but keep it high enough that it does not influence the ground-water 

level on the adjacent property; access/drainage permit will have to be 

obtained on individual vacant lots when building permit is applied for. 

Jim Rhinehart, Public Works, addressed cloth underdrains. 

Motion was made by Mrs. Glass, seconded by Mr. Chance and carried 

4 to 0, to rescind the action taken May 12, 1992. 

DIAliE CAROL SMITH BENEFIT - 80FTBALL GAMES 

Mr. Gostkowski advised that Planning, Permitting and Inspections has 

challenged Public Works to softball games on Saturday, May 16, 1992, to 

benefit Diane Carol Smith of Palmetto who was injured in an accident. 

He requested assistance from the Board, the County Administrator, and 

the County Attorney in the form of umpires for the game. 

GRANTS - FLORIDAFIX PROGRAM (Cont'd) 

Mr. Rice advised that the documents have been reviewed and there is a 

provision in the grant which states that the proposals may be withdrawn 

by written notice or telegram any time prior to award. It further 

states that the determination day will be June 19, 1992. 

Mr. Rogers noted the need for a change in the requested letter of 

transmittal: 

Second Paragraph - Change "...administered over $200,000,000 in 

grants..." to "administered over $100,000,000 in grants..." 

Motion was made by Mrs. Glass, seconded by Mr. Chance and carried 

4 to 0, to authorize the Chairman to sign PUR7033, State of Florida 

Request for Proposal, Contractual Services/Acknowledgement Form; 

authorize the Chairman to sign the letter of transmittal; and to direct 

staff to forward the RFP to Florida Department of Community Affairs so 

as to reach the appropriate office not later than 4:30 p.m., EST, on 

May 15, 1992. 
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Mr. Rice advised that the Resolutions will have to be revised. 

REQUESTS FOR LEGAL SERVICES 

Mrs. Glass expressed concern with regard to the Commissioners submitting 

requests for legal services to the County Attorney. She stated that the 

Board does not act unilateral ly and when she has a legal question she 

brings that question to the Board. 

Discussion: If a request to the County Attorney is something that will 

require Board action, it should be discussed by the Board prior to 

research; requests should be placed on the agenda; set priorities; the 

two-hour rule; procedural information verses County-wide policy. 

Mr. Chance moved that the Board adopt a policy to limit legal research 

requests from Commissioners to information items or procedural items 

only, unless approved by the Board. Motion was seconded by Mrs. Hooper. 

Following clarification from Mr. Chance that anything requiring Board 

action should be brought to the Board for action prior the County 

Attorney conducting the research, the motion carried 4 to 0. 

PALMETTO WASTEWATER FACILITIES 

Inasmuch as he was authorized in a meeting between the County and the 

City of Palmetto to discuss the possible purchase of the Palmetto 

wastewater facilities, Mr. Chance requested authorization to meet with 

Chuck Tharnstrum, Financial Advisor, to discuss the matter. 

Following brief discussion, motion was made by Mrs. Hooper, and seconded 

by Mrs. Glass, to authorize Mr. Chance to meet with the Financial 

Advisors and staff. Motion carried 4 to 0. 

COMMISSIONERS - ABSENCES/VACATIONS 

Mr. Chance expressed concern with regard to the Board making decisions 

with less than 50 percent of the Board voting in the affirmative. 

Discussion: There is no "clearing house" for Commissioners vacations; 

Mr. Chance advising the Office Manager it will be her responsibility to 

be the "clearing house"; other secretaries can report to the Office 

Manager to advise of Commissioners vacations, etc. 

Mr. Chance stated he will discuss this matter with the Office Manager. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being\no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

APPROVED: 
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