
JUNE 18, 1992 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met in 

SPECIAL SESSION in the Seamen's Center at Port Manatee, 13231 Eastern Avenue, 

Palmetto, Florida, Thursday, June 18, 1992, at 9:11 a.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Kathy A. Snell, Chairman 

Edward W. Chance, First Vice-chairman 

Kent G. Chetlain 

Patricia M. Glass 

Maxine M. Hooper 

Absent were Commissioners: 

Lari Ann Harris, Second Vice-chairman (ill) 

Joe McClash, Third Vice-chairman (Attending Tampa Bay Oil Spill 

Contingency Workshop) 

Also present were: 

Karen Jackson-Sims, Acting County Administrator 

H. Hamilton Rice, Jr., County Attorney 

Wanda McBrearty, Assistant County Finance Director, representing 

R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

Representatives of the various news media were present. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Snell. 

SUMMER YOUTH PROGRAMS - FUNDING REQUEST 

Karen Jackson-Sims, Acting County Administrator, stated Reverend Lorenzo 

Thomas, representing Manatee Ministerial Alliance, requested 

consideration of the request presented (6/16/92) to entail the expansion 

of existing programs at the various youth centers, currently funded by 

the County, into evening hours. 

Discussion: Board needs additional information regarding proposed 

programs; Community Services should work with Ministerial Alliance; 

examine the budget/personnel of each youth center, etc. 

To the extent that the request is for Children's Services funds, H. 

Hamilton Rice, Jr., County Attorney, advised the request should be 

referred to the Children's Services Advisory Committee. 

Disposition: Defer action to Thursday, June 25, 1992; Community 

Services Director instructed to work with the Alliance in the interim. 

(NOTE: Additional discussion/comments later in the meeting.) 

FLORIDA FIX PROGRAM 

S. J. Kenneth Rogers, Director of Community Relations, stated Manatee 

County has been awarded grant funds in the amount of $35,000 from the 

Department of Community Affairs (DCA) to operate the Florida Fix 

Program. He recommended authorization to execute the contract providing 

for the grant ($35,000 from DCA; $20,000 County cash match; $10,000 

County in-kind services). 

The original proposal requested $70,000 in DCA funds with a cash match 

of $50,000 and in-kind match of $26,000. Mr. Rogers was informed that 

DCA selected to fund one-half the proposed activity (30 homes). 

The contract provides for retrofitting 30 homes for weatherization in 

addition to hooking up low income households in Washington Park and 

Samoset to the sewer system. One of the special conditions of the grant 

is that upon the completion of 15 of the 30 homes, DCA will inspect the 

progress. Upon approval, the County may request an additional $35,000 

to complete the program. Should the program prove successful, the 

County will be eligible for $100,000 next year. 

Mr. Roger stated DCA has scheduled a contract signing in Tallahassee 

June 23 and 24, 1992, and that a designated County representative is 

required to attend the session. 
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He recommended adoption of Resolution: 

R-92-162 APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE WITH AUTHORITY TO APPROVE 

CHANGES IN FLORIDA FIX CONTRACT BY FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY 

AFFAIRS SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION BY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. 

(Appointing either Betsy Benac, Community Planning Administrator, 

or Mr. Rogers as representative with authority to approve changes 

in the contract made by DCA subject to confirmation by the Board.) 

Mr. Rice stated'the plans for sewer hook-ups will require a change in 

the water rate resolution. He advised that the contract has not been 

thoroughly reviewed by the County Attorney's office. The contract 

includes a 30-day notice termination clause, but does not contain a 

penalty provision should the County terminate the agreement before grant 

funds are received. He stated action can proceed, but cautioned that 

the Board cannot delegate unbridled discretion to a representative to 

amend a contract. 

Discussion: Matters that have not had appropriate legal review; 

memorandum from Mr. Rogers (6/12/92) noting the information is presented 

without having the contract; grant funds were applied for and have been 

awarded; grant application was previously considered (5/13/92); 

memorandum (6/17/92) from Assistant County Attorney Pat McVoy; any 

contract changes will come back for subsequent confirmation. 

Motion was made by Mrs. Glass to authorize the Chairman to execute the 

contract with DCA providing for a grant of $35,000 from DCA for the 

operation of the Florida Fix Program. Motion was seconded by Mr. Chance 

and carried 5 to 0. 
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(NOTE: Action on Resolution R-92-162 taken later in meeting.) 

BOARD MEETING AGENDA ITEMS 

Mrs. Glass emphasized the need for a discussion on the manner in which 

issues are being reviewed during the agenda process; when review by the 

County Attorney is requested/required; determining when to request legal 

services; requiring legal review on all agenda items; withdrawing items 

from the agenda that raise questions/concerns. 

SUMMER YOUTH PROGRAMS-FUNDING REQUEST (Cont'd) 

Sheriff Charles/Wells stated the Ministerial Association has taken a 

positive step to help the youth of Manatee County. Staff has been 

working with the Association on programs including the old Lincoln 

Center in the Memphis area. Pilot programs are also being coordinated 

with the Association to be made available to the youth during the summer 

months. 

Discussion: Evening activities will help reduce night crimes; examine 

the relationship of the community centers requesting funds to expand 

programs to the effectiveness of dispatching additional security 

personnel to monitor the activities; measure the impact; evaluate the 

programs; desire to see community centers do more outreach. 

Sheriff Wells stated his staff and representatives of the Ministerial 

Association will be present at next Thursday's meeting (6/25/92) to 

speak further about the program. 

FLORIDA FIX CONTRACT: RESOLUTION R-92-162 (Cont'd) 

Mr. Rice advised he had reviewed Resolution R-92-162, but stated that 

the 30-day termination provision in the Florida Fix Contract is for the 

benefit of DCA and not the County. He therefore recommended the County 

not commit to the Florida Fix Program. 

Motion by Mr. Chetlain to adopt Resolution R-92-162 died for lack of a 

second. 

Legal and Administrative staff were asked to review the documentation 

associated with implementing the Florida Fix Program and return later in 

the meeting. 



JUNE 18. 1992 (Cont'd) 

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT ACT 

Mr. Rice recommended authorizing the County Attorney, or designee, to 

file a petition for administrative hearing concerning the Department of 

Environmental Regulation (DER) intent to deny Variance No. SWV-91-7 to 

allow yard trash in a Class I Lined Landfill. 

The matter arises out of DER rejection of a request by the Division of 

Waste Management for a variance of the Solid Waste Management Act as it 

applies to the acceptance of yard trash in Class I landfills, which was 

denied. Upon receiving notification of the denial, the County Attorney 

filed a request to reopen the variance or for an extension of time to 

file a petition for administrative hearing. 

Jeffrey Steinsnyder, Assistant County Attorney, pointed out Section 

403.201, Florida Statutes, allows DER to grant variances from the 

provisions of Chapter 403. 

Gus DiFonzo, Solid Waste Division Manager, stated the time extension was 

requested to coordinate and implement the residential recycling program. 

(Depart Mrs. Glass) 

Discussion: Amendment to the Solid Waste Management Act prohibiting 

yard waste from entering Class I landfills in effect since 1988; costs 

to challenge DER's decision; consequences of losing in court. 

Charles Hunsicker, Assistant Public Works Director, stated the 

administrative hearing (litigation) costs could well exceed $50,000; 

however, all efforts are being made to avoid an administrative hearing. 

He stated staff is planning to meet with DER in Tallahassee (6/29/92) to 

request reconsideration on the variance denial. 

Should the administrative hearing process fail, Mr. Steinsnyder advised 

that the County would be in violation. He advised the next step would 

be to negotiate a Consent Order with DER that would grant the County the 

necessary time to come into compliance. 

(Enter Mrs. Glass) 

Discussion: Chronology of events since enactment of the Solid Waste 

Management Act amendment (10/88). 

Motion was made by Mr. Chetlain to accept the recommendation of legal 

counsel and authorize the County Attorney or his designee to file a 

petition for administrative hearing concerning the Department of 

Environmental Regulation's intent to deny Variance No. SWV-91-7. Motion 

was seconded by Mrs. Hooper and carried 5 to 0. 

FLORIDA FIX PROGRAM (Cont'd) 

Upon a thorough review of the Florida Fix Contract with respect to the 

termination provision, Mr. Rice corrected his statements made earlier in 

the meeting and stated that the contract does provide for a 30-day 

termination without reason or penalty as also stated in the memorandum 

(6/17/92) from Assistant County Attorney Pat McVoy. He stated no 

objection to adoption of Resolution R-92-162. 

Mr. Chetlain reinstated his motion to adopt Resolution R-92-162. Motion 

was seconded by Mrs. Glass and carried 5 to 0. 

RECORD S42-88 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
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