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JULY 14, 1992 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met in the 

SHADE, in accordance with Ordinance 92-23, in the Administrative Center, 1112 

Manatee Avenue West, Tuesday, July 14, 1992, at 1:25 p.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Kathy A. Snell, Chairman 

Edward W. Chance, First Vice-chairman 

Lari Ann Harris, Second Vice-chairman 

Kent G. Chetlain 

Patricia M. Glass 

Maxine M. Hooper 

Joe McClash, Third Vice-chairman (entered during the meeting) 

Also present were: 

H. Hamilton Rice, Jr., County Attorney 

Susan G. French, Deputy Clerk, representing 

R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

Chairman Snell called the meeting to order for the purpose of discussing 

a settlement agreement in connection with Marilyn Walker versus Manatee 

County, CA-88-2516. 

MARILYN WALKER VS. MANATEE COUNTY 

Tedd Williams, Chief Assistant County Attorney, presented the case of 

Marilyn Walker versus Manatee County, CA-88-2516. 

Mr. Williams stated Mrs. Walker, while riding a bicycle on a sidewalk, 

hit a curb formed by the intersection of a residential driveway and the 

sidewalk and fell over the bicycle landing on her face. She sustained 

severe injuries of the mouth and jaw. He outlined plaintiff's extensive 

ongoing dental and temporomandibular joint problems. He also noted a 

permanent change in her appearance, a speaking inflection and her 

inability to eat certain foods, all as a result of this accident. 

He advised that the plaintiff was originally seeking $250,000 in damages 

and outlined the process by which the County's offer of $36,000 has been 

accepted. He noted Mrs. Walker could evoke the jury's sympathy and be 

awarded a much higher settlement. He recommended approval of this 

settlement. 

The legal question involved is whether a dangerous condition existed 

with the curb, and whether it should have been repaired or a warning 

sign installed. He stated the plaintiff's case is weak on liability; 

however, it was a County maintained sidewalk. 

Discussion: Cause of plaintiff's fall; setting a legal precedence; 

expense of trial; plaintiff very articulate and emotional when 

describing her pain and suffering. 

(Enter Mr. McClash) 

Mr. Chance moved to settle this matter as recommended by the County 

Attorney's Office. Motion was seconded by Mr. Chetlain and carried 

unanimously. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Attest: - APPROVED: 

Clerk 

Adj: 1:40 p.m. 
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