
SEPTEMBER 29. 1992 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met in THE 

SHADE in the Administrative Center, 1112 Manatee Avenue West, Tuesday, 

September 29, 1992, at 1:40 p.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Kathy A. Snell, Chairman 

Edward W. Chance, First Vice-chairman 

Joe McClash, Third Vice-chairman 

Kent G. Chef la in 

Patricia M. Glass 

Maxine M. Hooper 

Lari Ann Harris, Second Vice-chairman, entered during meeting 

Also present were: 

H. Hamilton Rice, Jr., County Attorney 

Evelyn M. Lloyd, Deputy Clerk, representing 

R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

Chairman Snell called the meeting to order for the purpose of discussing 

Case No. CA-90-824, Harriett Alligood vs Manatee County. 

ALLIGOOD V8 MANATEE COUNTY 

Tedd Williams, Chief Assistant County Attorney, reviewed Case No. CA-90- 

824, Harriett E. L. J. Alligood versus Manatee County. 

He stated the case has been to mediation at which time the County 

offered $40,000. He stated the plaintiff demanded $100,000 and that the 

case has been at that point since that time. He advised he is not 

making a recommendation at this time but will be bringing the matter 

back to the Board in one to two weeks. 

(Enter Mrs. Harris) 

He reported Mrs. Alligood was driving a vehicle which collided with a 

County bus in Ellenton. The bus driver was cited for failure to yield; 

however, Mr. Williams conducted a study of the case which indicated the 

accident was probably Mrs. Alligood's fault. As to refuting the charge 

in the case, a witness, who stated the accident was Mrs. Alligood's 

fault, is now deceased. 

He reported that Mrs. Alligood bumped her nose and right elbow in the 

accident and was apparently not seriously injured. He stated she has 

been to see no less than 22 doctors since the accident and most of her 

problems appear to be psychosomatic or emotionally related. No 

objective physical injuries have been detected, except for TMJ syndrome. 

He stated Mrs. Alligood suffered a broken jaw when she was 12 years old, 

which was wired shut for six weeks, and she had 17 teeth extracted and 

bridge work done in 1986, both of which can cause TMJ. Two physicians 

have examined her; one is convinced the TMJ is a long-standing problem 

and the other thinks it is related to this accident. 

Mrs. Alligood suffers from many problems including depression, low back 

and right shoulder problems, and is unable to sit or stand for more than 

10 or 15 minutes at a time. Since the accident, however, she has gone 

on trips to Georgia, Fort Lauderdale and North Carolina. 

In June of 1989, approximately 1 1/2 years after the accident, a drug 

screen was performed on Mrs. Alligood, the results of which were 

positive for marijuana and cocaine usage. He stated they are trying to 

have those results admitted into the record at trial; however, the judge 

has not indicated whether he will allow it. He noted that she had a CT 

Scan four days before the accident because she was having severe 

headaches, which might be related to drug usage, TMJ, or both. 

Mrs. Alligood is scheduled to be examined next week by a psychologist. 

One objective of that examination is to determine how much of her 

depression is related to cocaine and marijuana use. He pointed out that 

the doctor who previously examined her stated many of her physical 

symptoms indicate cocaine abuse. 
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He advised that, from an evidentiary standpoint, the County has many 

points to argue when the case is tried. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
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