
OCTOBER 5, 1992 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met in JOINT 

SESSION with the Animal Control Advisory Board in the Administrative Center, 

1112 Manatee Avenue West, Monday, October 5, 1992, at 9:30 a.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Kathy A. Snell, Chairman 

Edward W. Chance, First Vice-chairman 

Lari Ann Harris, Second Vice-chairman 

Kent G. Chetlain 

Patricia M. Glass 'entered during meeting 

/ 
Absent were Commissioners: 

Joe McClash, Third Vice-chairman, attending Health Fair 

Msxine M. Hooper, in conference 

Also present were: 

Steven A. Logan, Assistant County Administrator 

Paul Bangel, Assistant County Attorney 

Judy LaMee, Director of Communications and Development, 

representing R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

Animal Control Advisory Board members present: 

Paul Witt,, Chairman 

John Yelvington 

Trudy Pratt 

Richard Carter 

Leila Barker 

Absent were Animal Control Advisory Board members: 

Jay Duke 

Kevin Kavanaugh 

Representatives of the various news media were present. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Snell. 

JOINT MEETING WITH ANIMAL CONTROL ADVISORY BOARD 

Paul Witt, Animal Control Advisory Board Chairman, gave a brief report 

addressing various issues and noted there are over a quarter million 

animals left homeless in the state of Florida. 

He submitted a proposal for conditions that apply to animals impounded 

for the first time and healthy animals, when an owner signs a clinic 

form for spaying/neutering. 

John Yelvington, Veterinarian, stated the unwanted pet population 

problem has increased and he will be working with the local Humane 

Society to devise a solution. 

Discussion: Fees/charges; cost of neutering program; Humane Society 

will share neutering cost; number of animals reclaimed and adopted, etc. 

(Enter Mrs. Glass) 

Mike Latessa, Public Safety Director, reported there is a contract for 

professional veterinarian services for Animal Control and a request for 

legal services pending requesting an alternative be prepared. 

Discussion: Impound fee; billing system; success rate of other 

community volunteer neutering programs; total costs; euthanasia; 

certificates. 

Disposition: Mr. Latessa to bring back information regarding euthanasia 

and direct staff to work with the Advisory Board to report back with 

projected numbers for budgets, etc., for a neutering program. 

(Ms. Snell absent for portion of discussion; Mr. Chance presiding.) 

Discussion: Fee reduction for owner reclaiming an animal? adoption 

fees; fee waivers; revenue projection for animal pick-up; number of 

animals picked up to be spayed/neutered; permanent identification. 

(Mr. Chetlain absent for portion of discussion.) 
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Other issues of concern are: how to deal with owners who cannot afford 

to pick up their animals; signing an agreement to have the animal spayed 

or neutered; how to deal with repeat offenders. 

Discussion: Hardship cases; incentives; statistics; save money by 

spending money on a program; if the owners can be reached in a timely 

manner; extend operation hours; eliminate fees; use volunteers. 

(Depart Mr. Chance) 

Mr. Latessa stated that staff is exploring the feasibility of additional 

hours at the Animal Control (evenings and Saturdays) . He will bring 

back additional information in regards to hiring a supervisor and using 

volunteers to work evenings and/or Saturdays. 

Vaughn Garbarek, Animal Control Department, advised he will bring back 

additional"'information regarding census or statistics. 

Discussion: Heart worming; cats are more expensive due to feline 

leukem'ia testing; animals that are in a relatively healthy condition 

will be saved for adoption. 

Richard Carter, member of the Advisory Board, advised he will work with 

staff on any program and will encourage public participation. 

Leila Barker, Advisory Board member, pointed out the need to be aware of 

the number of animals being sent to Animal Control from Bishop Shelter 

and the,costs involved for euthanasia. 

Mr. Latessa advised he will be meeting with representatives from Bishop 

Shelter to resolve certain problems mentioned. 

Discussion: No legal obligations to Bishop Shelter; Commissioner Harris 

as a liaison to meet with board member or Board of Directors; solve at 

staff level first. 

Laureen Smith emphasized a low-cost spaying/neutering program is very 

important. She addressed concerns/suggestions regarding Animal Control. 

Dee Berlain advised that a low cost spaying/neutering center charging a 

flat fee would be the immediate solution to pet overpopulation. 

Direction was given to Mr. Latessa to bring information back regarding 

the spaying and neutering program within two weeks. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Attest: APPROVED: 

^fc^O 

Chairman f/^y/^ 

Adj: 11:35 a.ry 

/dmo 


