
FEBRUARY 25. 1993 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met in a 

RISK ASSESSMENT MEETING in the Administrative Center, 1112 Manatee Avenue 

West, Thursday, February 25, 1993, at 1:18 p.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Joe McClash, First Vice-chairman 

Patricia M. Glass, Third Vice-chairman 

Maxine M. Hooper 

John R. Gause 

Kent G. Chetlain, Second Vice-chairman (entered during the meeting) 

Absent were Commissioners: 

Lari Ann Harris, Chairman, attending a conference 

Stan Stephens, previous commitment 

Also present were: 

H. Hamilton Rice, Jr., County Attorney 

Diane E. Vollmer, Clerk, representing 

R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

Vice-chairman McClash called the meeting to order for the purpose of 

discussing Case CA-92-192, Dolores Moruzzi vs Manatee County. 

LAWSUITS: DOLORES MORUZZI V8 MANATEE COUNTY 

Tedd Williams, Assistant County Attorney, reviewed Case CA-92-192, 

Dolores Moruzzi vs Manatee County. He submitted photographs depicting 

injuries which Ms. Moruzzi sustained when her leg fell between concrete 

slats while walking on an erosion groin at Coquina Beach. He also 

submitted photographs of the concrete slats/erosion groin. 

As a result of the fall, Ms. Moruzzi has had approximately $17,500 in 

documented medical expenses. Her doctor has stated she will need a 

complete knee replacement, at a cost of approximately $20,000. 

Discussion: Size of the space between the slats; only witness was 

Ms. Moruzzi's daughter; the erosion groin is not a public walkway; "keep 

off" and "no trespassing" is stenciled on the pavement; investigators 

for Ms. Moruzzi have sworn there was no stenciling; possibility the 

stenciling was covered with sand; County maintenance personnel insist 

the stenciling was in several places along the walkway; whether or not 

Ms. Moruzzi was a trespasser; probably cannot prove she saw the "no 

trespassing" sign; stenciling was checked five days prior to accident 

and it was determined that it did not need to be repainted; etc. 

(Enter Mr. Chetlain, during discussion) 

Mr. Williams advised that the plaintiff's settlement offer has been 

reduced to $67,500. 

He recommended approval of an offer of $48,000 with authority to go up 

to $55,000 in the negotiations. 

Motion was made by Mr. Chetlain to make a counter offer of $48,000 and 

give the County Attorney's Office the latitude to go up to $55,000. 

Following suggestion that the $55,000 limit be raised, Mr. Chetlain 

amended his motion to go up to $58,000. Motion, as amended, was 

seconded by Mr. Gause and carried 5 to 0. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Attest: . APPROVED: 

Clerk 

Adj: 1:43 p.m. 
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