
MARCH 16. 1993 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met in a 

RISK ASSESSMENT MEETING in the Administrative Center, 1112 Manatee Avenue 

West, Tuesday, March 16, 1993, at 1:19 p.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Lari Ann Harris, Chairman 

Kent G. Chetlain, Second Vice-chairman 

Patricia M. Glass, Third Vice-chairman 

Stan Stephens 

John R. Gause 

Absent were Commissioners: 

Joe McClash, First Vice-chairman (prior commitment) 

Maxine M. Hooper (prior commitment) 

Also present were: 

H. Hamilton Rice, Jr., County Attorney 

Evelyn M. Lloyd, Deputy Clerk, representing 

R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

The meeting was called to order for the purpose of discussing a 

settlement in connection with May Belle Cline and Richard Cline, vs 

Charles B. Wells, Sheriff, Case No. CA-92-2858. 

LAWSUIT: MAY BELLE & RICHARD CLINE V8 CHARLES B. WELLS, SHERIFF 

Tedd Williams, Assistant County Attorney, reviewed Case No. CA-92-2858, 

May Belle and Richard Cline vs Charles B. Wells, Sheriff. 

He stated the plaintiff was involved in an accident on July 20, 1989, 

wherein her automobile collided with one driven by a Sheriff's deputy. 

The accident report shows that the deputy turned in front of Mrs. Cline. 

At the time of the accident, plaintiff stated she was not hurt. 

The County paid for repairs to the plaintiff's automobile and for car 

rental and the plaintiff and her husband signed a release of all claims 

on August 12, 1989. On August 24, 1989, the plaintiff went to Blake 

Hospital complaining of neck and back pain. 

He stated that, although the plaintiff signed a release of all claims, 

there is an excellent chance of setting aside the release if the 

plaintiff had no idea she was hurt at the time she signed it. 

He pointed out the plaintiff did not file the notice to the State 

Department of Insurance within time limits allowed. The notice was 

mailed three days before the three-year expiration date and arrived 10 

days later. He stated it is his position that legally their claim is 

blocked because of the late notice. 

He stated if the County proceeds with litigation, it has a fair chance 

of winning on the legal issue, but not on the merits of the facts, i.e., 

deputy conceded he turned in front of the plaintiff, eye witness, etc. 

The plaintiff has approximately $10,000 in medical expenses and $2,000 

in lost wages. The original demand for $70,000 has been reduced to 

$45,000. He recommended a counter offer of $6,000 with authority to go 

up to $10,000. 

Motion was^made by Mr. Chetlain to approve the recommended counter 

offer. Motioh-'-'-was seconded by Mr. Gause and carried 5 to 0. 
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MEETINGLKDJOURNED. Q- 

There .^einish no "further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
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