
MARCH 31. 1993 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met in JOINT 

SESSION with the City Council, City of Palmetto,in the Administrative Center, 

1112 Manatee Avenue West, Wednesday, March 31, 1993, at 6:01 p.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Lari Ann Harris, Chairman 

Joe McClash, First Vice-chairman 

Kent G. Chetlain, Second Vice-chairman 

Patricia M. Glass, Third Vice-chairman 

Maxine M. Hooper 

Stan Stephens 

John R. Gause 

Absent was: Joe McClash, First Vice-chairman (vacation) 

Present were City Council members: 

Gordon Dole, Mayor 

Jeff Burton, Vice-Mayor 

Albert K. Booth 

Bill Jelen 

Charles Smith 

Brian Williams 

Also present were: 

H. Hamilton Rice, Jr., County Attorney 

Judy LaMee, Director of Communications and Development, 

representing R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

Representatives of the various news media were present. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Harris. 

RENAMING OF 17TH STREET TO MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.. DRIVE 

Regarding the renaming of 17th Street in Palmetto (and portions in the 

County) to Martin Luther King, Jr., Drive, Mrs. Harris recommended this 

issue be tabled and that a City/County task force be appointed to look 

at this issue, research the laws, etc., and report back by May 15, 1993. 

Discussion: Task Force would bring all parties together; meeting not 

noticed as public hearing; task force members and purpose. 

Mrs. Harris suggested a task force of nine to eleven members from the 

City Council, the Commission, staff from the City and the County that 

work with addressing issues. County administrative staff having affected 

projects on line, and with impacted members of the community. 

The Palmetto City Council members spoke in favor of allowing the 

citizens present an opportunity to speak and the majority were in favor 

of a task force; however, one member recommended a larger task force. 

One council member felt that creating a task force was a postponement. 

Other issues discussed: Legality of Palmetto's action in renaming 17th 

Street; jurisdiction over impacted County streets; a number of dually 

designated roads currently exist in County; emergency personnel and 

dually designated streets. 

Carol Clarke, Planning, Permitting and Inspections Director, presented 

a map showing 17th Street West from Emerson Point to 1-75. She pointed 

out the portion of the road which has been renamed and the boundaries 

the County is being asked to consider. 

Discussion: Removal of "17th Street" designation; curvilinear streets 

can be named; currently a Martin Luther King Boulevard in the County 

(City of Bradenton). 

Mrs. Harris submitted a list of telephone messages received from 

residents opposed to the renaming of 17th street. 
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Speaking in opposition to the renaming were: Celesta Lyon, J. L. 

Harrison, Jr., Ron Kucharsky, and Paul Swiger. 

Speaking in favor of renaming 17th Street were: Rev. Willie Ivey, and 

B. C. Pratt, Jr* 

Edith Walker, stated more facts are needed. She supported a task force. 

Mrs. Harris submitted 11 letters in favor of the renaming; 6 letters and 

one petition with 31 names against. 

Also speaking in favor were: Linda Waiters Bacon, Benny Johnson, Marge 

Mays, Ruby Byrd, Ruby Falls, and Bernice Isom. 

Bob Kurz spoke in opposition. 

Options/compromises were discussed such as renaming Haben Boulevard, the 

Palmetto Youth Center, or a new school, library or park, to honor Martin 

Luther King, Jr. 

Seymore E. Sailes spoke regarding the history of Palmetto Youth Center 

at the E. A. McCray Park and opposed the name being changed. 

Discussion: Broad representation for task force; not limit task force 

to the renaming of 17th Street. 

Following discussion, it was suggested that instead of a task force, the 

Human Relations Commission study the matter. 

Recommendation was made that the 17 1/2 acres at the corner of 17th 

Street and U.S. Highway 41 in Palmetto, be considered for a park. 

Recess/Reconvene. All members present but Mr. McClash 

Motion - County Commission 

Motion was made by Mr. Stephens for a task force (Human Relations 

Commission) to come back with an appropriate way of honoring Dr. King, 

if it so desires. Motion was seconded by Mrs. Glass. 

Included in the motion was a recommendation by Mrs. Harris to ask the 

Human Relations Commission if they would accept a representative from 

the Board and the City Council and six additional at-large citizens to 

work on this issue. 

Voting "Aye" were Mr. Stephens, Mrs. Glass, Mrs. Harris, Mr. Gause and 

Mrs. Hooper. Voting "Nay" was Mr. Chetlain. Motion carried. 

Motion - Palmetto City Council 

Upon determination that the City can vote on this issue, motion was made 

by Mr. Burton that the City Council of the City of Palmetto agree with 

the motion of Manatee County. Motion was seconded by Mr. Booth. 

Recommendation was made that this committee bring back a recommended 

policy as -bo how to honor anyone chosen to be honored in the future. 

It was pointed out that the City attorney was not present and that the 

Council was voting on the recommendation of the City Clerk. 

Motion Amendment - Withdrawn 

Mr. Williams moved to amend the number of representatives from the City 

and the County from three to six each. Mr. Smith seconded the amended 

motion. 

Mr. Williams withdrew his motion to amend based on explanation of the 

original motion. 

Discussion: Membership of the Human Relations Commission. 

Motion carried 6 to 0. , . 

(Depart Mrs. Glass) 
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MANATEE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS STATUS 

Mrs. Harris advised that the item regarding the status of the Manatee 

County Fairgrounds will be scheduled for a meeting in April. 

(Depart Mr. Smith) 

PARKS AND RECREATION 

At the request of Mayor Dole, it was agreed that the City of Palmetto 

Parks and Recreation Department and the Director of Public Works will 

work with County Parks and Recreation staff and bring back the issue of 

Parks and Recreation. 

BLACKSTONE PARK 

Mr. Burton advised of a joint task force being formed to address capital 

improvements at Blackstone Park and requested the participation of a 

commissioner. He stated a councilman and staff, a school board member, 

and a member of the fair association would also be included. Mr. Gause 

agreed to participate. 

CIVIC CENTER 

Mr. Burton requested that the Civic Center task force put together last 

year be reinstated to work on a number of projects, which are being 

considered. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Attest: APPROVED:, 
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