
MAY 19, 1993 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met in 

SPECIAL SESSION in the Administrative Center, 1112 Manatee Avenue West, 

Wednesday, May 19, 1993, at 6:03 p.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Lari Ann Harris, Chairman 

Kent G. Chetlain, Second Vice-chairman 

Patricia M. Glass, Third Vice-chairman 

Maxine M. Hooper 

Stan Stephens 

John R. Gause 

Absent was Commissioner: 

Joe McClash, First Vice-chairman, prior commitment 

Also present were: 

David Rothfuss, Assistant County Administrator 

Patricia McVoy, Assistant County Attorney 

Judy LaMee, Director of Communications and Development, 

representing R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

Representatives of the various news media were present. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Harris. 

All witnesses/staff giving testimony were duly sworn. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) APPLICATIONS - 1993 

Public hearing (Notice in the Bradenton Herald 5/13/93) was held to 

consider applying to the Florida Department of Community Affairs (DCA) 

for a Small Cities Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) of up to 

$650,000. 

Carol Clarke, Planning, Permitting and Inspections Director, advised 

this is the first of two public hearings. She explained the process of 

making application for the 1993 funding cycle of the CDBG Program. 

Stuart Campbell, Planning, Permitting and Inspections, reported there 

are two major categories: Housing Grant and Neighborhood Revitalization 

Grant. The Housing Grant addresses the needs of rehabilitation and the 

Neighborhood Revitalization Grant addresses infrastructure. 

Darenda Marvin, Planning, Permitting and Inspections, addressed the 

activity in Washington Park/Memphis and Rubonia areas. 

She referred to the map indicating the boundaries for Washington 

Park/Memphis. She reviewed the needs and concerns identified: 

- open drainage ditches collecting trash 

- lack of street lighting 

- neighborhood is bisected by U.S. 41, therefore incomplete 

sidewalk system 

- home paint-up and fix-up 

- parks 

She referred to the Rubonia area on the map and reviewed the needs and 

concerns identified: 

- abandoned homes that need to be demolished 

- open drainage ditches collecting trash 

- mosquito control 

- flooding and few structures meet current FEMA regulations; 

- lack of sidewalks 

- home paint-up and fix-up 

Janet Stewart, Planning, Permitting and Inspections, addressed the 

activity in the Samoset and the South County areas. 

There have not been any grants in the southeast area. The Capital 

Improvement Program (CIP) Parks and Recreation Facility Projects have 

funds projected for Daughtery Park in the South County area. The 

concerns identified were: 
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- abandoned homes and duplexes that need to be demolished 

- vacant duplexes need rehabilitation 

- open drainage ditches collecting trash 

- flooding 

- large number of rental units in neighborhood showing 

signs of neglect 

- street lighting 

- sidewalk system 

- crime monitoring 

She reviewed the concerns relating to the Samoset area. The outstanding 

problems were: 

- abandoned unsafe homes that need to be demolished 

- vacant homes need rehabilitation 

- deep open drainage ditches collecting trash 

- sidewalk system 

- home paint and fix-up 

- mosquito control 

- street lighting 

Leon Kotecki, Planning, Permitting and Inspections, addressed the 

activity in the Tallevast area. 

He pointed to a map indicating location, neighborhood boundaries, and 

major areas of concern. The major areas of residential development are: 

Sherman Stewart Subdivision, New Pearce Subdivision, Tallevast 

Subdivision and North Sarasota Subdivision. The priorities expressed by 

the residents were: 

- housing rehabilitation 

- park and recreational facilities 

- street paving 

Mr. Kotecki referred to "Table One" which ranks the four areas. The 

Tallevast area is the most needy in terms of the requirements. 

Misty Martin, Planning, Permitting and Inspections, addressed the 

activity in the Parrish area. 

She pointed to the highlighted area on the map that has been identified 

within the Parrish community for neighborhood improvement. She reported 

that at a neighborhood meeting, staff requested input from the community 

and distributed surveys requesting comments. The surveys were submitted 

into the record. 

Staff assessed that the major need for Parrish is County water. The 

highlighted blue area on the map indicates the only parcels that 

currently have County water. 

Other concerns mentioned: 

- expense of hooking up to water where available 

- lack of fire hydrants 

- need for paved streets in the black community 

- flooding problems 

- drainage problems 

- mosquito control; etc. 

Discussion: Some of the troubled areas can be resolved (such as fire 

hydrants); drinking water; CIP. 

John Hooey, resident of Parrish, reported that most of the water in 

Parrish is not drinkable. 

James Gordon, resident of Rubonia, reported that more housing repairs 

and fix-ups are needed. Other concerns are the need for youth 

recreation facilities, the youth center needs to be chaperoned; lights 

on basketball courts and sidewalks. 

Discussion: County can apply for both categories, housing and 

neighborhood improvement; however, only one category can be received. 
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Helen Heathington, resident of Tallevast, stated that Tallevast Road 

traffic is extremely heavy and children who walk to school have no 

sidewalk. The sidewalk is needed from the post office to 15th Street. 

Beverly Bradley, resident of Tallevast, stated that a crosswalk and 

sidewalk are needed on 16th Street near the Community Center. She 

addressed concern with the ditches on Tallevast Road between the 

railroad and the post office. Additionally, the play equipment at the 

community center needs upgraded. 

Beatrice Ziegler, resident of Tallevast, stated that sidewalks are 

needed. 

Remonia Lewis, representing Southeast County Residents' Association, 

reported that many duplexes need to be redone to become affordable 

housing for individual ownership. Other concerns are: additional 

lighting on the streets, sidewalks installed on 57th Avenue East from 

5th Street to 9th Street, and criminal monitoring is necessary. 

Discussion: Crime; Sheriff's substation; need to have 24-hour 

substation to monitor the crime; landlords not held responsible for 

maintaining their property. 

Ola Mae Sims, representing Parrish community, reported that five houses 

have burned due to lack of water; road repair is necessary; ditches need 

to be cleaned; playground equipment for children and signs to slow 

traffic should be posted for safety. 

(Mrs. Glass absent for portion of discussion.) 

(Depart Mrs. Glass) 

Aaron Hall, resident of Parrish, stated that lack of water is the main 

concern. The canals need to be cleaned out, therefore the drainage is 

poor. There is a need for a recreation area with equipment. 

Charles Jasmer, Jr., resident of New Pearce Subdivision, stated he is 

unable to pay the additional amount that was applied last year for 

obtaining water in the area and the costs were too high to hook up. 

Discussion was held relating to other concerns such as: back flow 

preventer, sewer lines, and water lines. 

Darlene Cooper, resident of Parrish, stated she was concerned regarding 

speed limit at the school bus stop and requested it be decreased between 

7 a.m. to 8 a.m. Additionally, a children's community center is needed. 

Members of the Community Development Block Grant Advisory Board who were 

present were recognized by the Chairman. 

Discussion: Community concerns discussed with Advisory Board; whether 

Parrish receives the grant or not. County should include it in the CIP 

for a utility system; ascertain the number of homes countywide that 

would qualify under this grant; study of homes that need repair has not 

been completed. 

Motion was made by Mr. Stephens, seconded by Mr. Gause and carried 

5 to 0, to instruct staff to bring back two completed Community 

Development Block Grant applications, one for each category of Housing 

and Neighborhood Revitalization, providing for central water service in 

Parrish, to maximize the possibility for the County to receive the grant 

applications. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There bei-n^; riiep'i^rther business, the meeting was adjourned. 
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