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NOVEMBER 2. 1993 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met in RISK 

ASSESSMENT SESSION in the Administrative Center, 1112 Manatee Avenue West, 

Tuesday, November 2, 1993, at 1:17 p.m. 

Present were Commissioners: 

Lari Ann Harris, Chairman 

Joe McClash, First Vice-chairman 

Kent G. Chetlain, Second Vice-chairman 

Patricia M. Glass, Third Vice-chairman 

Stan Stephens 

John R. Gause 

Absent was Commissioner: Maxine M. Hooper (prior commitment) 

Also present were: 

H. Hamilton Rice, Jr., County Attorney 

Tedd N. Williams, Assistant County Attorney 

Diane E. Vollmer, Deputy Clerk, representing 

R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Harris. 

LAWSUIT - JOHN LAKE V. MANATEE COUNTY 

H. Hamilton Rice, Jr., County Attorney, advised the Board of the case of 

John Lake v. Manatee County, a worker's compensation claim arising out 

of a claim that a pre-existing condition was exacerbated by virtue of a 

"sick building." 

Tedd N. Williams, Assistant County Attorney, advised that Mr. Lake has 

claimed that a pre-existing asthmatic condition was exacerbated by 

smoke, mildew, and mold in a building on 6th Avenue (212 6th Avenue 

East), in which he worked as a Code Enforcement deputy for six years. 

Mr. Lake retired in 1991 and has since moved to West Virginia. 

He stated that it is undeniable that Mr. Lake has a very serious 

respiratory problem. It is a problem that existed prior to his 

employment with the County. Based on the fact that Mr. Lake's medical 

doctor is willing to testify that the conditions in the County's 

building exacerbated his asthmatic condition, he presented a claim for 

over $100,000. 

He has been declared permanently disabled by the State of Florida for 

purposes of Social Security disability payments. If the case goes to 

trial, Mr. Lake will present a claim for permanent and total disability 

and lost wages. 

Inasmuch as Mr. Lake has indicated a willingness to settle this case for 

a .lump sum payment to him of $10,000 and $2,250 as the statutory 

attorney's fee to his lawyer, Mr. Williams recommended the Board approve 

this settlement. He stated that if this claim is settled, there would 

be no admission of liability and he does not feel it would open the door 

for other'claims. 

t 

Discussion: Reports have indicated the building is a sick building; 

Mr. Lake was not a smoker; he complained of secondary smoke in the 

building; other medical conditions; etc. 

Motion was made by Mr. Gause, seconded by Mr. Chetlain and carried 

6 to 0, to authorize the settlement as recommended. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no, further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
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