
JANUARY 11. 2001 

The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met in a JOINT MEETING with the 

Sarasota Board of County Commissioners in the Administrative Center, 1660 Ringling Boulevard, Sarasota, 

Florida, on Thursday, January 11, 2001, at 1:30 p.m. 

SARASOTA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

David Mills, Chairman 

Nora Patterson 

Paul Mercier 

Shannon Staub 

Jon Thaxton 

James Ley, County Administrator 

Jorge Fernandez, County Attorney 

MANATEE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Joe McClash, Chairman 

Amy Stein (entered during meeting) 

Patricia M. Glass 

Jane W. von Hahmann 

Gwendolyn Y. Brown 

Jonathan Bruce 

Also present were: 

Ernie Padgett, County Administrator 

Tedd Williams, Jr., County Attorney 

Absent was Manatee Commissioner: George L. Harris 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman David Mills. 

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING 

Regional Transit System 

James Ley, Sarasota County Administrator, stated that short-term solutions are needed to address a 

regional transit system between the counties. Long-term solutions must also be researched (a transit 

taxing district, funding sources). 

Discussion: Regionalization of systems would ease travel between counties; growth of employment 

opportunities throughout the University Parkway corridor require enhancements to current 

transportation options; metro system as long-term planning issue would allow Federal funding; 

human service issues must be addressed; shortfalls in funding for roadways; bus service to eastern 

areas of both counties; studies to identify the needs; etc. 

Motion - Sarasota County 

Ms. Patterson moved to direct Sarasota County staff to meet with Manatee County staff to explore 

short-term and long-term solutions for both the transportation system as a whole, as well as the 

transportation disadvantaged issue. Mr. Thaxton seconded the motion and requested identification of 

discretionary versus dependent ridership needs, focusing on the transportation disadvantaged 

citizens. The motion carried 5 to 0. 

Motion - Manatee County 

Mrs. Glass moved to direct Manatee County staff to meet with Sarasota County staff to explore 

short-term and long-term solutions for both the transportation system as a whole, as well as the 

transportation disadvantaged issue. The motion was seconded by Mr. Bruce and carried 5 to 0. 

Discussion: Obtain information regarding the advantages of a metro system; Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MPO) long-range transportation plan; include other forms of transportation in study; 

coordinate transportation needs with local employers; enhancements to transit program based on 

input from consumers; increased ridership; etc. 

Transportation Relationships (University Parkway and Fruitville Road) 

Mr. Mills reported that Fruitville Road is becoming a major corridor into Sarasota. He noted that the 

University Parkway Interlocal Agreement (1991) has been successful. 

Discussion: University Parkway concurrency; University Parkway meets the level of service in each 

county (per State rules to measure impacts); expected deficiencies; submit combined staff report to 

Department of Community Affairs; explore growth of employment and plan accordingly; commercial 

corridor; incorporate transportation into the Interlocal Agreement; timing of development; etc. 

(Enter Mrs. Stein during discussion.) 

Motion - Sarasota County 

.Ms. Staub moved to direct the Sarasota County Administrator to work with the Manatee County 

Administrator to formulate a small transportation network plan to add to the University Parkway 

Interlocal Agreement (including the east side of 1-75). Motion was seconded by Ms. Patterson and 

carried 5 to 0. 

Motion - Manatee County 

Mrs. von Hahmann moved to direct the Manatee County Administrator to work with the Sarasota 

County Administrator to formulate a transportation network plan to add to the University Parkway 

Interlocal Agreement, including the east side of 1-75. Mr. Bruce seconded the motion and requested 

inclusion of a coordinated effort on speed enforcement. The motion carried 6 to 0. 
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Discussion: Efforts to enforce speeding on University Parkway; rights-of-way for extension of 

University Parkway; State Road 70 (S.R. 70) at Verna Road to Fruitville Road; Florida Department of 

Transportation sign at S.R. 70 indicates use of a county road (Verna Road); counties should mutually 

contact legislative delegation regarding placement of Fruitville Road in State system; etc. 

Mike Guy, MPO Director, stated that a Transportation Outreach Program (TOP) application was 

submitted to the State to acquire right-of-way for the interchange at University Parkway and 

U.S. 301; however, it was not approved. The Airport Authority was successful in lobbying the United 

States Congress to obtain the initial funding for the interchange study. 

Fred Piccolo, Sarasota-Manatee Airport Authority Director, stated the available federal funding has 

expired; however. State funds are available for intermodal projects (airport, roadway, and busline 

exchange). He reported that the runway extension will begin in May or June. To draw airlines to the 

airport, incentives are offered granting free operation for one year. The Airport Authority is not 

directly involved in the gateway project at the University of South Florida; however the runway 

extension noise berm and planned landscaping will enhance the look of the corridor (U.S. 41). 

Discussion: Air transportation to Tallahassee; increased advertising budget to promote airport 

services; send a joint letter to Senator John McKay supporting funding of the U.S. 301 interchange 

project; review the project and streamline prior to soliciting funds; etc. 

State Road 70 

Mr. McClash stated the MPO has recognized the need for safety improvements to S.R. 70 as an 

east/west corridor (intrastate). He noted that there is a deficient road network in the event of an 

evacuation effort. A regional meeting (in Okeechobee) is planned for January 24, 2001. A copy of 

the funding legislation by Manatee County will be provided. 

Recess/Reconvene. All members present, except Mr. Harris. 

Revenue Sources 

Mr. Ley reviewed the Sarasota County revenue sources for the long-term funding of transportation 

($400M over the next 20 years) and offered to share the plan with Manatee County. Regarding the 

planning approach, he advised that Sarasota County is focusing on north/south connections, 

connecting the grids, relieving traffic congestion, and meeting alternate transportation needs (trails 

and bike lanes). 

GROWTH MANAGEMENT 

Mr. McClash challenged Sarasota and Manatee County staffs and Boards to work together regarding 

changes in the Land Development Codes to discourage impacts to roadways. He noted that current 

land use policies encourage parking places and requested exploring development trends and land use 

changes that encourage van pools/car pools. 

Discussion: Sarasota County divided into six Resource Management Areas; ecosystem; Baywalk plan 

at South Manatee/North Sarasota Counties (Crosley Estate and University of South Florida); (railway 

program; rail corridor offer is being prepared for Seminole Gulf and CRX; Wares Creek Drainage 

Project; include review/comments of each County in all land development packages; explore 

connectivity of Lakewood Ranch area; etc. 

Motion - Sarasota County 

Mr. Thaxton moved to solicit comment from Manatee County (at the earliest possible opportunity) 

when Sarasota County is contemplating development orders that could potentially affect Manatee 

County. The motion was seconded by Ms. Patterson and carried 5 to 0. 

Motion - Manatee County 

Mr. Bruce moved to solicit comment from Sarasota County (at the earliest possible opportunity) when 

Manatee County is contemplating development orders that could potentially affect Sarasota County. 

The motion was seconded by Mrs. Stein and carried 6 to 0. 

WATER RESOURCE PLANNING 

Mrs. Glass advised a Regional Water Supply Planning Forum for local officials is scheduled February 1, 

2001, at the Manatee Civic Center. The forum will be hosted by the Peace River/Manasota Regional 

Water Supply Authority with Southwest Florida Water Management District staff. 

MEDICAL EXAMINER 

Ernie Padgett, Manatee County Administrator, reported on the position of Manatee County regarding 

the District 12 Medical Examiners Office and Forensic Services Laboratory (excessive costs). A 

discussion followed regarding pursuit of a joint facility, lobbying effort with the State Legislature to 

request funding, and costs for the facility. Sarasota County supported this effort. 

COASTAL PLANNING OPPORTUNITIES 

Charles Hunsicker, Manatee County Ecosystems Administrator, discussed the beach renourishment 

project at Anna Maria Island. He noted that pooling of resources and combining bids for projects was 

considered; however, the Manatee beaches have a near-shore sand source and the Lido Key has an 

off-shore sand source, which requires different equipment to harvest the sand. 
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Ed Goscicki, Sarasota Environmental Services Director, summarized the partnership between Sarasota 

and Charlotte County and the State regarding beach renourishment feasibility studies. A Waterway 

Management Study is being conducted by the University of Florida, and participation continues in the 

Beach and Inlet Convocation. 

Discussion: Sarasota beach renourishment is supported by tourist tax/assessments; Coastal Advisory 

Committee was formed as a regional approach; benefits ecosystem management; Manatee uses a 

dedicated penny from tourist tax; a beach renourishment plan is in place; permit process; etc. 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION EFFORTS 

Commuter Assistance Program 

Mr. Ley stated that consideration could be given to an interlocal agreement to manage the resources 

regionally, but with each County's separate transit system operation. 

Discussion: Alternative mode transportation; remove program from MPO and coordinate joint 

agreement between counties; consider requirement in development approval; 50 percent local match 

if counties remain separate, 25 percent local match if joint effort; up to $150,000 available depending 

on the two-year work plan; set goals to ensure program is warranted; consolidate staff; etc. 

Mr. Guy recommended deletion of the Commuter Assistance Program from the MPO and requested 

the two commissions take some form of action. 

Motion - Manatee County 

Mrs. von Hahmann moved to direct Manatee County staff to work with Sarasota County staff in 

developing plans for removing the Commuter Assistance Program from the MPO and administering 

the same as a joint effort. The motion was seconded by Ms. Brown and carried 6 to 0. 

Motion - Sarasota County 

Ms. Patterson moved to direct Sarasota County staff to work with Manatee County staff in developing 

plans for removing the Commuter Assistance Program from the MPO and administering the same as a 

joint effort. The motion was seconded by Ms. Staub and carried 5 to 0. 

Discussion: Consider incorporation in land development issues; concurrency credit or incentive for 

employer transportation plan; explore as criteria for impact fee mitigation; benchmarks relative to 

dependent versus discretionary riders; etc. 

Legislative Programs 

Sarasota County Administration Intergovernmental Relations Policy Coordinator, William Broughton, 

and Manatee County Intergovernmental Coordinator, Amy Merrill, were introduced. Focus for 

discussion was the development of the New Growth Management and Planning Legislative initiatives. 

Discussion: Draft plan response due January 19, 2001; develop plan to determine legislative issues 

of mutual concern; closing of G. Pierce Wood State Mental Hospital; mental health facilities funding 

for Coastal Recovery and Manatee Glens; incentive for joint facility to handle both counties; etc. 

Motion - Sarasota County 

Ms. Patterson moved to direct staff to forward copies of correspondence/resolutions and a summary of 

Sarasota County's efforts for consideration of support to Manatee County. Ms. Staub seconded the 

motion and requested the motion include a combined staff effort to review the guidance and results 

from State Committees. Motion carried 5 to 0. 

Council of Governments and Convocations 

Mr. Ley discussed the participation of Sarasota County in the Council of Governments and 

Convocations of Governments to improve coordinated governance in the community. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Legislation 

Mr. Mills requested and encouraged Manatee County to follow up on legislation regarding amnesty for 

immigrants. He advised that The Workforce Development Board is working with the Chris Craft 

employees and other unemployed or laid-off individuals. 

Joint Commission Meeting 

Ms. Staub requested scheduling a meeting date in the Fall for an update on the issues discussed this 

date and to address new issues. Several Commissioners commented favorably on the combined input 

and results of today's meeting. 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Attest: / _^- APPROVED: 

.,niiilin»(, 
.^OUNr^ 

^% 
i^ 

.w fi/ia^ 

I^ ^f^At 'S1 C'erkjF/Chairman 

l^fdj: •<^p,m./njh / / 
\^/ 

\ '-^te&^proved: 3/^/01 

'''"', "'"" 
^ 47/ 

' 
R11 

"">,„„„•"" -'' • t?0o 


