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JANUARY 27, 2003 
 
 
 The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met in JOINT SESSION with the 
Legislative Delegation at the Manatee Convention and Civic Center, One Haben Boulevard, Palmetto, Florida, 
Monday, January 27, 2003, at 2:00 p.m. 
 

Present were: 
MANATEE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION 
Jonathan Bruce, Chairman    Senator Mike Bennett 
Jane W. von Hahmann, First Vice-Chairman  Representative Donna Clarke  
Ron Getman, Second Vice-Chairman   Representative Bill Galvano 
Patricia M. Glass     Representative Frank Peterman, Jr. 
Joe McClash      Representative Ron Reagan 

 
Absent were: 

Gwendolyn Y. Brown, Third Vice-Chairman 
Amy Stein 

 
Also present were: 

Ernie Padgett, County Administrator  
Tedd Williams, Jr., County Attorney  
Susan G. Romine, Board Records Supervisor, 

representing R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 
 
Invocation by Representative Galvano. 

 
AGENDA 

Agenda of January 27, 2003. BC20030127DOC001 
 
STATE BUDGET 

Representative Galvano commented on the State budget, advising that the budget proposed by 
Governor Bush is a starting point.  He stated that it is the Legislature that will create Florida’s budget. 
(NOTE:  See further discussion later in the meeting.) BC20030127DOC002 

 
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION – TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS 

Keith Drake, Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), reviewed a presentation outlining 
transportation projects for Manatee and Sarasota Counties, including funds needed to complete those 
projects.   
 
Mr. McClash stated the presentation shows the significant budgetary impacts on transportation 
projects.  The MPO established a project priority list and an estimate of what it would take to get 
those projects completed, knowing they will be receiving approximately $17 million dollars a year.  He 
also advised that the MPO is requesting a provision to provide another seat for the City of Bradenton, 
which would assist in the equity with the Manatee County/Sarasota County representation. 
 
Mayor Wayne Poston, City of Bradenton, expressed concerns of the MPO regarding the 
Transportation Trust Funds. BC20030127DOC003 
 

LEGISLATIVE ISSUES 
Discussion followed regarding the possibility of the County and State working together to accomplish 
mutual goals; the State budget; the working relationship between governmental entities; concern 
regarding a shifting to counties of things traditionally funded by the State, which could cause a 
$3 million impact to Manatee County; what is being gained by the taxpayer if tax relief is being given 
at the State level, but the local government is forced to make revenue adjustments; need to have 
two-way communication between the State and the County if issues arise during the legislative 
session that will affect Manatee County; etc. 
 
Representative Galvano submitted a copy of the “Enhanced Representation System (ERS),” which is a 
form that will be used to ensure that local governments are informed of issues that are ongoing at the 
State level. 
 
Further discussion:  Communication between the County and the cities; the County, cities, and School 
Board working together on common legislative issues; there have been some rule changes in the 
House of Representatives this year regarding the amendment process, by which a “48-hour cooling off 
period” has been established; etc. BC20030127DOC004 

 
GROWTH MANAGEMENT - ANNEXATION 

Maureen Sikora, Assistant County Attorney, stated that the Growth Management Act of 2002 
contained a directive to each county, municipality, and special district to develop and present 
statutory recommendations on annexation to be considered by the Legislature this session.  She 
referred to proposed statutory changes that were prepared by the County Attorney’s Office, 
specifically: (1) the definition of what constitutes contiguousness; and (2) the working relationships 
between the counties and cities regarding identifying who would be responsible for roads that are 
adjacent to properties being annexed and requiring cities and counties to work together on municipal 
utilities that would be provided to the annexed property. 
 

http://innerspace/brdrecpdf/AgendaPkg/BCCAgendaPkg/BC20030127DOC001.pdf
http://innerspace/brdrecpdf/AgendaPkg/BCCAgendaPkg/BC20030127DOC002.pdf
http://innerspace/brdrecpdf/AgendaPkg/BCCAgendaPkg/BC20030127DOC003.pdf
http://innerspace/brdrecpdf/AgendaPkg/BCCAgendaPkg/BC20030127DOC004.pdf


 JANUARY 27, 2003 (Continued) 
 

BCC MB 48/627 

Discussion:  Definitions of “contiguous” and “substantial part”; “substantial part” being subject to 
interpretation; has there been any input from the cities on these changes; the proposed language was 
provided to the cities and their input was requested; the League of Cities and the Florida Association 
of Counties are also working on the issue of annexation; etc. BC20030127DOC005 

 
STATE BUDGET (Continued from earlier in the meeting) 

Further discussion:  Possibility of the State assisting the County in trying to protect the shifting of the 
programs to be funded by the counties; the constitutional amendment mandates have created a 
burden on the State for the court systems, rail transportation, and education; consider the 
constitutional amendment surtax to pay for required funding instead of shifting the responsibility to 
the County; the Transportation Trust Fund; growth throughout the State of Florida; the State is at 
“zero-based budgeting” this year; the one section of government that should have the most flexibility 
is the county governments in addressing the unique concerns and needs of their county residents; etc. 

 
MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Adj: 3:08 p.m. 

/dev 
 

Minutes Approved:  March 11, 2003 
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