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MARCH 10, 2003 
 
 
 The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met in SPECIAL SESSION (Notice 
provided in writing) in the Manatee County Convention and Civic Center, Center Hall, One Haben Boulevard, 
Palmetto, Florida, Monday, March 10, 2003, at 7:10 p.m. 
 

Present were Commissioners: 
Jonathan Bruce, Chairman 
Jane W. von Hahmann, First Vice-Chairman 
Ron Getman, Second Vice-Chairman 
Gwendolyn Y. Brown, Third Vice-Chairman 
Patricia M. Glass 
Joe McClash 
Amy Stein 

 
Also present were: 

Ernie Padgett, County Administrator 
Tedd Williams, Jr., County Attorney 
Susan G. Romine, Board Records Supervisor, 

representing R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 
 

Invocation by Mrs. von Hahmann. 
 

AGENDA 
Agenda of March 10, 2003. BC20030310DOC001 

 
UPPER MANATEE RIVER ROAD/FORT HAMER ROAD BRIDGE 

Larry Mau, Transportation Director, stated the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is 
assisting with the Upper Manatee River Road/Fort Hamer Road Bridge project, as it is an interstate 
reliever project.  Mr. Mau stated this project was on the Comprehensive Plan in 1968 as a conceptual 
development plan.  It was listed in the street plan priority for 1968, and in 1973 this project was listed 
in the proposed land use and development requirements.  He stated this project was on the 
Thoroughfare Plan in 1976, and on the Right-of-Way Needs Map in 1984. 
 
Mr. Mau corrected the agenda package as the background information indicated the final Project 
Development and Environment Study (PD&E) report is complete, and it is not. 
 
Ben Walker, FDOT, stated an environmental assessment has been completed and submitted to the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHA).  He used a slide presentation to highlight the results of the 
public hearing held by FDOT (11/14/02).  He requested a recommendation from the Board as to how 
to proceed through the PD&E process. 
 
Mr. Walker stated the concerns addressed at the public hearing were:  need for the project; 
environmental concerns and impacts of the project to the area; traffic generated as a result of the 
improvements; and impacts to Fort Hamer Road. 
 
Mr. Walker addressed:  the impacts of widening I-75; widening Rye Road; environmental assessments 
by other governmental agencies; air pollution studies; Sarasota/Manatee Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO) long-range plan; review by State Historic Preservation Office found no significant 
impacts; etc. 
 
Mr. Walker reviewed the recommended alternative that includes a four-lane improvement to Upper 
Manatee River Road/Fort Hamer Road as well as sidewalks and bike paths along both sides of the 
roadway for the entire corridor, including the bridge.  It also includes a four-lane single structure 
bridge crossing the Manatee River.  He stated the project cost is just under $76 million (in present day 
costs). 
 
Mr. Walker stated the project could be accomplished in phases, with Phase 1 including improvements 
to Upper Manatee River Road and Fort Hamer Road for $36 million, and the necessary improvements 
to the U.S. 301 intersection for $4.33 million.  He stated it would also be possible to construct a two-
lane, dual-structure bridge first with sidewalks and bike paths.  Initial cost of the first bridge would be 
$28.08 million, with Phase 2 being the improvements at U.S. 301 intersection and Fort Hamer Road.  
The final two lanes would be completed as Phase 4 with an overall cost of $90 million. 
 
Discussion:  County allocates $9 million per year; MPO annual fair share is $18 to $20 million; funding 
source for improvements to U.S. 301; two-lane structure needed at this time; four-lane structure for 
the future; $20 million in the work program now for design and right-of-way that would almost cover 
the construction costs; PD&E Study already done north of the Manatee River to the Parrish area; most 
of the right-of-way is accommodated along U.S. 301; “no build” option would rely on existing Rye 
Road bridge or the Interstate; roads will require improvements even if the bridge is not built, but the 
money will be funded solely by the County; Rye Road bridge would have to be rebuilt to avoid the 
park and span the floodway and floodplain; more expensive and more damage to environment to 
rebuild bridge on Rye Road; the further east the bridge is placed the less effective it would be; 
increase in land acquisition costs; stormwater treatment and lighting along the bridge; study area 
population; etc. 
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Speaking in favor of the project or with general questions were:  Jeff Orenstein, Robert Stark, and 
Kay Jacobs. 
 
Speaking in opposition to the project with concerns for historical preservation; traffic congestion; 
environmental protection; cost of bridge and rights-of-way; funding sources; length of bridge; long-
term transportation needs; toll bridge; tax dollar disbursement; asphalt plant and mining operations; 
archaeological ordinances; land use/transportation link; housing diversity in mass transit nodes; 
public transportation; MPO; Comprehensive Plan; lack of advance notice for public hearings and intent 
to vote; level of service for the bridge and Old Tampa Road; lack of schools; overpopulation; visioning 
process; poor development; and emergency response issues were:  Chuck Eiswerth (submitted 
handout with letter and resolution from United and South Eastern Tribes); Don McFadden; 
Ron Myers (submitted handout); Dottie McChesney; Manuel Gonzalez; Fred Fischer; 
Ernest “Sandy” Marshall (requested letter from November 14, 2002, be submitted into record); 
Geraldine Swormstedt; Glenda Myers; Juan Reynardus; Linda Volino; Karen Malesky; 
William B. Jones; Mary Sheppard (written comments submitted); Rev. Don Thompson; 
June Stroup; Cathy Page (submitted remarks); Karen Ciemniecki; David Levin, representing the 
Waterlefe Master Property Owners Association, Inc., (submitted handout); Elizabeth Bharucha; 
James Gledhill; James Keenen; Rev. David Cole; Audrey Kelley; Pete Kelley, Jr.; 
Pete Kelley, Sr.; Jono Miller; and Nick Baden. 

 
Recess/Reconvene.  All members present except Ms. Brown. 

 
Discussion:  Whether FDOT considered the Native American historical significance of the area; two 
monuments already in place in the area; projected numbers of cars and the four-laning of U.S. 301; 
traffic on S.R. 64 will increase if bridge is not built; north-south corridor and evacuation routes; traffic 
increase on Lakewood Ranch Boulevard; Lakewood Ranch Boulevard to be four-laned south of 
S.R. 70; majority of community does not want bridge; river impacted visually from communities 
already constructed; Waterlefe homeowner documents notify homeowners that right-of-way was 
dedicated to the County for a bridge on the east side of the development; bridge run-off will be 
captured and treated; in 1968 I-75 and the Fort Hamer bridge were already planned; bridge will not 
cause urban sprawl; the bridge is providing for communities already built; I-75 designed to move 
traffic to Hillsborough or Pinellas County, not for traffic going across town; etc. 
 
Motion 
Based upon the factual information presented and the comments made during this discussion, 
Mr. McClash moved approval to proceed with the ultimate four-lane option, constructed in phases 
conceptually identified as Phase 1:  two-lane bridge with approaches and two-lane roadway 
improvements along Fort Hamer and Upper Manatee River Road to include at a minimum sidewalk 
and bike lanes and a realignment of Fort Hamer and the U.S. 301 intersection.  Phase 2:  The 
four-lane widening of Upper Manatee River Road.  Phase 3:  The four-lane widening of Fort Hamer 
Road, which shall be constructed after or at the same time as U.S. 301 from Old Tampa Road to 
Parrish is made a four-lane.  Phase 4:  Add second two-lane bridge, if necessary, as presented by 
the FDOT for the Upper Manatee River Road/Fort Hamer Road improvement project in order to be 
consistent with the adopted Manatee County Comprehensive Plan and the Sarasota/Manatee 
Metropolitan Planning Organization’s Adopted Long Range Transportation Plan.  The FDOT shall 
include community focus groups to assist in the design of the bridge and roadways and work with 
the American Indian Tribes and Historical Interests to respect those interests in a manner 
acceptable to those parties.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Getman and carried 6 to 0. 
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MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Adj: 10:00 p.m. 

/pat 
 

Minutes Approved: April 15, 2003 

http://innerspace/brdrecpdf/AgendaPkg/BCCAgendaPkg/BC20030310DOC002-01.PDF

	MEETING ADJOURNED

