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SEPTEMBER 4, 2008 

 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met in SPECIAL SESSION in the 

Administrative Center, 1112 Manatee Avenue West, Bradenton, Florida, at 6:07 p.m. 

 

Present were Commissioners: 

Jane W. von Hahmann, Chairman 

Gwendolyn Y. Brown, First Vice-Chairman (entered during meeting) 

Carol Whitmore, Second Vice-Chairman 

Donna Hayes, Third Vice-Chairman 

Ron Getman 

Joe McClash 

 

Absent was: 

Amy Stein (out of town) 

 

Also present were: 

Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator 

Tedd Williams, Jr., County Attorney 

Susan G. Romine, Board Records Manager, 

representing R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 

 

Invocation by Mrs. von Hahmann. 
 

AGENDA 

Agenda of September 4, 2008, Outside Agency Funding Requests, and sign-in sheets. 
 BC20080904DOC042 

BUDGET – FISCAL YEAR 2008-2009 

The first public hearing (notice and date provided on TRIM Notices) was held to consider the proposed 

budget for Fiscal Year 2008-09. 
 

Budget Overview 

Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator, announced this was the first of two public hearings to discuss the 

proposed County budget and property taxes, to hear public comment, and to adopt the tentative 

budget and millage rates.  He reviewed memorandum outlining changes to the Proposed Budget 

(9/3/08), noting the largest item is the addition of the budget for Port Manatee, which adds 

$14,016,067 to the net total.  This addition, along with other adjustments, brings the total net budget 

for FY 2008-09 to $544,695,162, as noted on the first page of the Proposed Annual Budget package. 
 BC20080904DOC043 
 

As a result of a previous Work Session (7/30/08), $448,000 in unallocated funds has been added to 

Reserve for Contingency, with a recommendation those funds be held for future needs of the transit 

system.  The Transit Budget has been balanced by including $350,000 in nonrecurring funds in the 

Revenue Budget.  A recurring revenue deficit for transit can be avoided if the $448,000 of recurring 

money is held for transit needs. 
 

(Enter Ms. Brown) 

Discussion:  Concern of allocating tax dollars to the transit system when budget cuts are crucial; other 

pressing social services need priority; increased use of the transit system out of necessity due to 

rising fuel costs; working with Sarasota County Area Transit (SCAT) to develop a more efficient, joint-

county system; U.S. 41 route; trolley; order of priorities at this economic time; prudent utilization of 

funds; long-term strategies; grants applied for a Lakewood Ranch route; grant funds not available 

until next fiscal year; consider a future merge of bi-county transit systems; transit system funding 

should not be discussed at this time; transit funding must be addressed in order to reserve funds now 

or later; reserve discussion on transit funding for another meeting; etc. 
 

Jim Seuffert, Financial Management Director, reviewed charts and graphs delineating the proposed 

Fiscal Year 2008-2009 budget.  Property values are determined by the Property Appraiser, and a letter 

is attached to the agenda from Charles E. Hackney, Property Appraiser, noting citizens had until 

September 12, 2008, to file a petition with the Value Adjustment Board to address property 

assessments.  He narrated the budget slide presentation noting the following: 
 

 Assessed Property Values (a rising increase 2002 to 2007); 

 Countywide Millage Rates;  

 Millage Summary; 

 County Millage Levies; 

 Comparison of Taxes on average, single-family homestead; (one mill equals approximately 

$154 in taxes); 

 Sample TRIM notice (overall property tax rate, excluding debt service rates, not changed from 

last year; however, tax revenues decreased 11.61% below roll-back rate due to declining 

values); 

 FY2008-2009 Tax Rate Reduction; 

 Revenue by Source; 

 Appropriation by Function;  

 Employees of the County Commission per One Thousand Population – has decreased from 6.59 

to 5.89, or by 10.6%; and, 

 Four-County Comparison (Six-County shown on handout) 

(Note:  A Summary sheet of proposed positions was included in the handout) BC20080904DOC044 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 

Jorge Gama, Myakka resident, stated the $100 fire district tax assessment is unfair.  He cannot 

afford to pay the tax because he lives on Social Security. 

 

Discussion:  The Fire District Board sets the assessment, not the County Commission; only a portion 

of the tax bill is attributed to Manatee County; a second fire station was constructed for Myakka City 

needs; and adequate fire protection is needed in Myakka.  County staff spoke with Mr. Gama. 

 

Ernest Marshall, Federation of Manatee Community Associations, questioned if consideration was 

given to recommendations in a summary submitted at a previous meeting (6/18/08).  Mr. Hunzeker 

stated he would provide a written report to Board members and Mr. Marshall before the next budget 

hearing.  He thanked Mr. Marshall for contributing to the budget process.   

 

Elizabeth Boyle, Gulfcoast Legal Services, submitted an envelope of information and requested the 

funding allocation of $116,000 from court fee collections under Article V, be divided evenly between 

Gulfcoast Legal Services ($58,000) and Legal Aid of Manasota, Inc. ($58,000).  She was advised that 

actual funding amounts will be indicated in documentation at the second budget hearing. 
 BC20080904DOC045 

 

Mr. Hunzeker noted a letter is forthcoming to support the recommended funding allocation with a 

suggestion for the two organizations to jointly discuss funding needs.  The division of funds does not 

assure services needed by the public will be met.  Any further funding adjustments, aside from those 

indicated, will require further Board discussion. 

 

Frank Wesley stated his taxes would be higher this year if not for the $25,000 additional homestead 

exemption. 

 

Linda Royall suggested TRIM (Truth in Millage) notices be broken down for easier understanding, 

and requested a brochure be included to explain additional homestead and the Amendment 10/Save 

Our Homes cap. 

 

Don Schroder, President of Coalition against Runaway Taxation (CART), thanked the Board for 

including CART in the budget process.  He suggested: a zero-based budget; reduce the County’s fleet 

vehicles; identify a specific plan for reserves; and urged the County to take an aggressive look at all 

opportunities to reduce overall budget costs. 

 

Mr. Seuffert stated he would provide Mr. Schroder documentation of staff’s methodical approach to 

budget reserves and balances. 

 

Mary Sheppard questioned what protective measures remain in place since the elimination of the 

Environmental Management Department.  Mr. Hunzeker stated he would provide Section 3 of the 

budget booklet (Environmental Lands) to Ms. Sheppard. 

 

Ms. Sheppard suggested the public have access to information advising of daily beach conditions.  

Mr. Hunzeker informed a County website link would be provided, as well as the posting of colored flag 

legends at beach entrances. 

 

Albert Robinson questioned why trees were planted along Sixth Avenue West blocking the Latin 

saying on the Judicial Center. 

 

Tentative Millage Rate 

Motion was made by Mr. McClash, and seconded by Ms. Brown, to adopt 

B-09-001  RESOLUTION BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TO ADOPT TENTATIVE 

AD VALOREM MILLAGE RATES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008-2009 ANNUAL BUDGET. 

 

Mr. Seuffert explained to Ms. Whitmore, the effects to millage if the $448,000 of unallocated funds is 

placed in contingency. 

 

The motion carried 6 to 0. BC20080904DOC046  

 

Tentative County Budget and Tentative Special Districts Budget 

Motion was made by Mr. McClash and seconded by Mrs. Hayes, to adopt Budget Resolution B-09-002 

with the understanding that the legal issues previously discussed will be marked “to be determined”, 

and to adopt B-09-003.  The motion carried 6 to 0. 

 

B-09-002  RESOLUTION BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TO AMEND AND 

ADOPT A TENTATIVE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008-2009. BC20080904DOC047 

and 

B-09-003  RESOLUTION BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TO ADOPT THE 

TENTATIVE BUDGET FOR DEPENDENT SPECIAL DISTRICTS OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008-2009. BC20080904DOC048 

 

Staffing Level Changes 

Motion was made by Mr. McClash, seconded by Mrs. Hayes, and carried 6 to 0, to adopt Resolution: 

R-08-218  A RESOLUTION OF THE MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

APPROVING AUTHORIZED STAFFING LEVELS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008-2009. 

(Board of County Commissioners; County Administrator; County Attorney; Risk Management; 
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Agriculture and Resource Conservation; Building; Community Services; Convention and 

Visitors; Environmental Management; Financial Management; Human Resources; Information 

Services; Natural Resources; Neighborhood Services; Parks and Recreation; Planning; Property 

Management; Public Safety; Public Works; Utilities Operations; and Court Administration). 

(Staffing Level Total - 1,862). BC20080904DOC049 

 

Mr. Seuffert announced the Manatee County Government Aggregate Millage Rate is 11.61 percent 

below the roll-back rate. 

 

Second Public Hearing 

The next public hearing will be held September 15, 2008, at 6:00 p.m., in County Commission 

Chambers. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Adj: 7:59 p.m. 

/rll 

 

Minutes Approved:  October 7, 2008 
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