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MAY 18, 2010 
 
 
 The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met in JOINT SESSION with the 
Sarasota Board of County Commissioners at Gold Coast Eagle Distributing, 7051 Wireless Court, Sarasota, 
Florida, at 9:06 a.m. 

 
MANATEE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS:  SARASOTA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS: 
Donna Hayes, Chairman    Joseph A. Barbetta, Chairman  
Carol Whitmore, First Vice-Chairman   Nora Patterson, Vice-Chairman 
John R. Chappie, Second Vice-Chairman  Carolyn J. Mason 
Lawrence E. Bustle, Jr., Third Vice-Chairman Shannon Staub 
Gwendolyn Y. Brown (entered during meeting) Jon Thaxton 
Ron Getman 
Joe McClash 

 
Also present were: 

Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator  James Ley, County Administrator 
Tedd Williams, Jr., County Attorney  Alan Roddy, Deputy County Attorney 
Susan Romine, Board Records Manager, 

representing R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 
AGENDA 

Agenda of May 18, 2010.  BC20100518DOC001

 
CALL TO ORDER 

Joseph Barbetta, Chairman of the Sarasota Board of County Commissioners, opened the Joint Meeting 
and extended a thank you to John Saputo and Gold Coast Eagle Distributing for their hospitality. 

 BC20100518DOC002
FEDERAL ISSUES 

Economic Opportunity 
U.S. Congressman Vern Buchanan discussed the economic opportunities for Sarasota/Manatee 
Counties such as the Rowing Facility (at Nathan Benderson Park south of University Parkway), the 
2012 Republican Convention, and Port Manatee.   
 
Oil Spill 
He described his recent visit over the oil spill site in the Gulf of Mexico, which validated his opposition 
to off-shore drilling, and discussed the complications from this type of implosion and the lack of a 
backup plan. A critical hearing is scheduled with the Oversight Committee in Washington. D.C., 
regarding environmental exemptions.  The worse case scenario for containment is 3 to 4 months, and 
preventative shortcuts are being pursued.  The Federal government is doing everything possible to get 
the well capped.  Revenue losses must be documented to ensure capturing liability for the economic 
loss.   
 
Small Businesses 
Congressman Buchanan stressed the importance of helping small businesses, which create 75 percent 
of the jobs.  Small businesses have lost over five million jobs since the credit crisis.  Economic 
Stimulus funds only included three percent for small business.  Small businesses need help getting 
access to credit, and banks are under pressure for capital.  
 
Unemployment Compensation Benefits 
He proposes a Jobs bill to eliminate taxes on unemployment compensation.   
 
Health Care Reform 
The Health Care bill does nothing to lower costs, has a limited tax incentive, and cuts Medicare by 
$500 billion.  This district is number one in the country for the most senior citizens.  The bill expands 
coverage for 30-50 million people, but States must match funds which will create increased taxes. 

(Enter Dr. Brown during presentation) 
 

Transportation 
The Transportation bill has been delayed due to the focus on health care reform.  Focus areas for 
Sarasota and Manatee County are:  Port Connector Road, University Parkway/I-75 infrastructure, 
River Road, and expansion of U.S. 17.   
   
Discussion: Review permitting relationships with oil companies; capping oil well decommissions the 
well; concern regarding subsurface oil; additives to surface oil causes oil to sink; oil could surface in 
years to come, and where will BP funds be at that point in time; energy crisis, the dependency on 
fossil fuels, and lack of alternative non-fossil fuel energy sources; lobbyists have too much influence in 
Washington, D.C.; review TIGER grants for roads; banking foreclosures have stymied economic 
activity; slow recovery; banks need to get more aggressive; inventory must be absorbed; positive 
about the future as retirees will continue to relocate to this area; increased cost of Medicaid will affect 
all states; first four years of Health Care bill will not pay out much benefit; pay out starts in 2013; 
costs to make Rowing Facility a competitive venue will be reviewed and earmarked; assurance that 
CEOs of HMO companies are not making millions and administrative costs are controlled; taking on 
the big three (trial lawyers, drug, and insurance companies) is expensive; health care costs continue 
to escalate by 20 percent per year; illegal aliens are a national security problem in addition to the 
economic and law enforcement issues; immigration bill; issue places pressure on the job market and 
health care; borders must be controlled and secure; issue is hurting America’s job inventory and 
services; borders must be secured; etc. BC20100518DOC003
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JOINT FEDERAL PROJECT 
Automated Finger Identification System (AFIS) 
Wayne Applebee, Sarasota County Criminal Justice Policy Coordinator, noted AFIS serves two 
functions: (1) gives true identity to all people entered into jail in both counties; and (2) search of 
latent prints lifted at crime scenes to identify unknown suspects.  The joint system, supported since 
1997, was replaced in 2003, and is in need of an upgrade in technology and new requirements by the 
Federal government to mandate submissions.  When a fingerprint is submitted by an agency, it is 
forwarded to the National Crime Information Center criminal database, which drives all criminal 
databases in the country. A funding request has been submitted to the Federal government for 
$800,000 for each county, for a total budget of $1.6 million.  If not fully funded at the Federal level, 
this issue will come back on a future agenda. BC20100518DOC004

 
TRANSIT FEASIBILITY STUDY 

Amy Perez, Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) District 1 Systems Planning Director, 
discussed the Transit Feasibility Study to look into the extension of premium transit services, from 
Sarasota north to Bradenton and Palmetto, and south to Venice and North Port.  The project will be 
incorporated with the Tampa Bay Area Regional Transportation Authority (TBARTA), as well as local 
transit agencies and the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO).  The project will include a 
feasibility study and an alternatives analysis for submittal to the Federal Transit Administration.  Goals 
include: Clarify the TBARTA Master Plan Vision; connect the major activity centers in 
Manatee/Sarasota Counties; and connect redevelopment areas with employment centers.  The 
contract will be advertised in June. 
 
Discussion:  Collaborate with counties to the north as 20 percent of residents work outside of the two 
counties; past efforts; this takes the cooperation of the business community; business should receive 
credit for establishing van/car pools, being part of the transit system, and reducing pavement/parking 
areas; need a change in mentality to get people out of their cars; reliable transit; lack of information; 
education; TBARTA has embraced vanpooling efforts in the Tampa Bay region; etc. 
 

COMMUTER SERVICES  
Christine Diaz, FDOT Commuter Services Program Director, used a slide presentation and discussed 
this program that serves twelve counties (FDOT District 1).  She reviewed the various programs 
available to travelers within the region and noted it is Commuter Services’ responsibility to evaluate 
and determine the needs of the companies/partners (total of 132).  There are 9,043 registered 
commuters in the program (2,149 in Sarasota/Manatee and Tampa Bay).  Manatee County is not an 
official partner at this time; however, she encouraged engagement.  She discussed the importance of 
educating commuters, providing necessary information, and establishing kick-off events.   
 
Discussion:  Manatee County to become a partner; include presentation at an MPO meeting; Sarasota 
County kick-off is scheduled for June 24; consider transportation to the Manatee college sites; etc. 

 BC20100518DOC005
JOINT TRANSIT 

Ralf Heseler, Manatee County Transit Division, discussed the regional share system, and announced 
the launch of the new card named “Green” (with the environmental significance), which will provide 
universal access to both counties’ transportation systems, without fees for exchanges.  Initiation of 
the “Green” pass card is planned for July.  Cards can be purchased in both counties ($60 unlimited 
monthly access), and revenues remain in the county where the card is purchased. Further 
regionalization to neighboring counties can be completed by updating the program, which will provide 
a seamless means of transportation for ridership. 
 
Discussion:  Monthly fee in Manatee County is $30 unlimited; not a reasonable price for many who 
depend on transit; price was negotiated; patrons will be those crossing the county line, and the Green 
card will save them money; a reduced fare rate is available for qualified ridership; if named Sarasota 
Manatee Area Regional Transit card it would be a “SMART” card; give this idea future consideration; 
encourage businesses to use/promote the card; etc. 
 
Anthony Beckford, Sarasota Mobility Transit General Manager, noted there is a tax benefit to 
employers purchasing cards for employees.  Route 99 and Longboat Key are operated jointly.  Route 
99 shows daily increased ridership; however, Longboat Key showed a slight decrease during the peak 
season.  The Longboat Key route is funded 50 percent by FDOT funds, which will expire this year, and 
operating costs must be resolved.   
 
Discussion:  When service time is increased from 30 minutes to 60 minutes, ridership will decrease; 
reconsider maintaining consistency with timing; operators must also face financial reality; east county 
transit possibility; there are operational costs for each extension of a mile; ridership analysis for 
University Parkway did not warrant service; statistics will change with further development; explore 
future accommodation of this area; etc. BC20100518DOC006

 
Recess/Reconvene 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES/UTILITIES 

Theresa Connor, Sarasota County Environmental Services, indicated that Sarasota and Manatee 
Counties have been regional partners for over 40 years and are optimizing assets for the next 40-year 
planning horizon (2050).  Conceptual discussions with respect to potable water, reclaimed water, and 
biosolids indicate both County systems are in good shape.  As members of the Peace River Manasota 
Regional Water Supply Authority, the counties must work to strengthen that system.  She reviewed 
guiding principles to maximize resource partnerships. 

http://innerspace/brdrecpdf/AgendaPkg/BCCAgendaPkg/BC20100518DOC004.pdf
http://innerspace/brdrecpdf/AgendaPkg/BCCAgendaPkg/BC20100518DOC005.pdf
http://innerspace/brdrecpdf/AgendaPkg/BCCAgendaPkg/BC20100518DOC006.pdf


 MAY 18, 2010 (Continued) 
 

BCC MB 48/3685 

Upon query of the plan to decreasing water dependence on Manatee, Ms. Connor indicated there is a 
contract to step down the Sarasota County usage in increments (next step down is 2015), and in 
2025, Sarasota County will be stepped off.  Sarasota County is considering bringing on other supplies 
from Dona Bay and Peace River.   
 
Discussion:  Same standards utilized; water is an integrated system; Mr. McClash requested a 
regional summary of connections; consider work on reuse connection; no reuse should be discharged 
into bays or water bodies due to environmental concerns; strive for zero discharge regionally; plans to 
decrease water usage from Manatee; currently usage 10 million gallons per day; Dona Bay and Peace 
River will be new water sources for Sarasota; wastewater treatment standards; etc. 
 
Peter Bonk, Manatee Wastewater Division Manager, stated, at this time, it would not be beneficial to 
expand regional wastewater treatment between the counties.  Reuse systems would be beneficial.  
Better treatment will be required because of the nutrient criteria limits for environmental purposes.  
Future development will increase residential usage of reuse water, and two additional deep wells are 
planned in the Port Manatee area and in the Southwest Treatment plant area. 
 
Discussion:  Provide reuse water to private homes aside from farmers; why residents cannot get reuse 
water for their yards; cost of running lines to old subdivisions is not cost effective; new subdivisions or 
those with existing dry lines would benefit in the future; most queries are from older subdivisions; 
Palmetto reuse; consider reuse where possible; etc. BC20100518DOC007

 
ADVANCED TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PROJECT 

Sage Kamiya, Manatee County Traffic Engineering Division Manager, used a slide presentation to 
provide an update on the Automated Traffic Management System (ATMS), an Intelligent 
Transportation System (ITS), and an automated traffic management operation intended to reduce 
congestion by using cameras to monitor traffic flow through intersections in both counties.  Both 
counties are also looking at an Emergency Management System that will enable emergency vehicles 
to better maneuver through the roadways. 
 
Jim Harriott, Sarasota County Capital Management Services Director, continued the slide 
presentation and discussed funding, stating the Sarasota side of the project is a TRIP funded project 
with a county match of $7.5 million (total project $15 million).  He reviewed the project technology, 
major components, project team, and the three phase breakdown (including estimates) to build the 
system (regional roadway network).  He discussed possible funding shortfalls.   
 
Mr. Kamiya continued the presentation with details of the Manatee County Phases and a view of the 
intersections to be encompassed with the Manatee ATMS project Phase I and II.  Phase I is under 
construction with the cost of $9.8 million funded through tolls from the Sunshine Skyway.  Phase II 
cost is $5.5 million paid through Economic Stimulus funds.  A third project related to this and 
managed by FDOT will take place after signals are completed and corridors retimed to ensure timing is 
as efficient as possible.  Slides of the camera locations as well as Phase I and Phase II fiber optic 
locations, including the connection to Sarasota County at University Parkway and U.S. 301, were 
shown.  Future projects include Phase III Emergency Vehicle Traffic Signal Priority and the FDOT 
Freeway Management System. 
 
Mr. Harriott noted the emergency management element needs resolution regarding the regional 
standpoint.   
 
Discussion:  Consider seeking a company that can locate existing fiber optic lines to avoid duplication; 
empty conduits are being utilized; development will dictate connection to isolated intersections; both 
counties should be included in EOC practice emergency operations at both county sites; etc. 
 BC20100518DOC008

GOLD COAST EAGLE DISTRIBUTING 
John Saputo, on behalf of his staff and 160 employees, welcomed all to the Gold Coast facility.  He 
noted the partnership with both counties and memorandums of understanding with both Sheriff 
Offices to utilize the facility in case of a disaster.  He advised that Anheuser-Busch produces (during 
hurricane season) a white can that says “compliments of Anheuser-Busch” filled with water, which 
symbolizes their commitment to communities.  Every day at Gold Coast is dedicated with recognition 
to a fallen soldier. BC20100518DOC009

 
OTHER BUSINESS 

Red Light Camera Bill 
Ron Getman, Manatee County Commissioner, invited all to attend the Governor’s signing of the Red 
Light Camera Bill at 12:30 p.m., at the Manatee County Chamber of Commerce in Lakewood Ranch. 
 
Rowing Facility/Joint Meetings 
Joseph Barbetta, Sarasota County Commissioner, invited everyone to visit the Rowing Facility, which 
will be a regional facility providing benefits to both counties. 
 
Discussion:  Manatee County wants to be a partner in the Rowing Facility; goal is to become a 
world-class facility; etc. 
 
Carol Whitmore, Manatee County Commissioner, requested that the County Administrators plan a 
yearly joint meeting to review issues which concern both counties. 
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Joe McClash, Manatee County Commissioner, requested consideration of semi-annual meetings to 
keep in touch regarding important transportation issues, as well as to maintain a close relationship.  
He requested that the Tourist Development Council (TDC) be considered a part of the committee for 
the Rowing Organization.  Manatee County wants to partner with the success of the facility. 
 
Nora Patterson, Sarasota County Commissioner, agreed regarding more frequent meetings, as well as 
TDC participation in the committee for the Rowing Facility, and thanked Manatee County for their help 
with funding Cattleman Road, which helped the rowing facility become a reality. 
 
Ed Hunzeker, Manatee County Administrator, stated that administrative staff from both counties meet 
every four to six weeks to discuss issues of mutual interest (transit, water, TDC issues, Rowing 
Facility, etc.).  These meeting will continue, and information will be shared.  As requested, more 
frequent Joint Board Meetings will be arranged. 
 
Jim Ley, Sarasota County Administrator, expressed appreciation to Mr. Hunzeker and his staff with 
regard to their meetings and the shared information. 
 
Gold Coast Eagle Distributing 
Mr. Getman expressed appreciation to Colonel Saputo for his hospitality at his first-class facility with a 
convenient location for all participants and encouraged use of this site for future meetings. 
 BC20100518DOC010

MEETING ADJOURNED 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Adj: 11:55 a.m. 

/njh 
 

Minutes Approved:  June 22, 2010 
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