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AUGUST 3, 2010 
 
 
 The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met with the Council of Governments 
in the Manatee Civic Center, One Haben Boulevard, Palmetto, Florida, at 4:04 p.m. 

 
Present were Commissioners: 

Donna Hayes, Chairman 
Carol Whitmore, First Vice-Chairman 
John R. Chappie, Second Vice-Chairman 
Lawrence E. Bustle, Jr., Third Vice-Chairman 
Gwendolyn Y. Brown 
Ron Getman 
Joe McClash 

 
Also present were: 

Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator 
Tedd Williams, Jr., County Attorney 
Susan G. Romine, Board Records Manager, 

representing R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 
 
AGENDA

Agenda of August 3, 2010.  BC20100803DOC001

 
PREGNANCY PREVENTION AMONG CHILDREN 

Tim McGonegal, Manatee County School Superintendent, noted the Children’s Services Board has 
recommended funding for PACE, Just for Girls, and the School District’s program for pregnancy 
prevention.  This will have a positive impact in reducing teen pregnancy with programs to be held at 
Horizons, Lincoln, Johnson, and Harllee Middle Schools in conjunction with partners, The Boys and 
Girls Clubs, and the Health Department.   BC20100803DOC002

 
HURRICANE EXERCISE FOLLOW UP 

Laurie Feagans, Emergency Management Division Chief, presented a slide presentation on the results 
of a Category Four hurricane exercise, conducted with local municipalities.  She reviewed long-term 
recovery, the Operations Center, impacts, and lessons learned.  Drills regarding transportation, 
communications, utilities, fire, mass care, resources, medical care, military, public information, 
volunteers, donations, law enforcement, animal services, business and industry, and a policy group 
were addressed.  Discussion was held regarding Port Manatee and coastal community restoration.  
Determinations were made for the Recovery Operations Center, pre-arranged agreements with land 
owners, department relocations, and a temporary housing plan.  The Braden River Library will be used 
as a volunteer reception center to identify, credential, and deploy volunteers.   
 
Ms. Feagans noted an After Action Report will be developed, and all municipalities will be asked to 
update Emergency Management on their progress addressing the lessons from a meeting to be held 
on August 12, 2010.  All information will be used as a learning tool for next year.   BC20100803DOC003

 
POST DISASTER REDEVELOPMENT PLANNING 

John Osborne, Planning Director, reviewed a slide presentation on Long Term Recovery Operations 
after a hurricane.  He addressed citizens’ expectations, population losses, reduced business, Local 
Mitigation Strategy, the Post Disaster Redevelopment Plan (PDRP), Imagine Manatee, and a 
Community Character Study.  Priorities for rebuilding were discussed and the need to build correctly 
since Federal Emergency Management Association (FEMA) money will only be funded one time.  Long 
term recovery planning needs to begin, as well as creation of a Community Recovery Operations Task 
Force. 
 
Discussion:  Commissioners role; set policy; beach renourishment; island evacuation; who would be in 
charge; legal control by County; etc. 
 
Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator, stated he would send a memorandum to all municipalities with an 
outline of who would be in charge of operations during a disaster. 
 
Ms. Feagans noted an Incident Commander would coordinate operations and direct policy issues to 
those designated.  More planning is needed to create a task force. 
 
Discussion:  Create task force now; special meeting; should only have one person in charge; policy 
committee; disaster response; temporary housing sites; long term recovery direction and 
coordination; need details; issues for school districts; Longboat Key is in two counties and decided to 
have Sarasota control; Longboat Key is included in Manatee County plans; etc. BC20100803DOC004

 
(Depart Mr. Getman) 
UPDATE ON COUNTY-WIDE FILM PERMITTING PROCESS 

Monica Luff, Bradenton Area Convention and Visitors Bureau, spoke of the benefits of the “One-Stop 
Permit” for film and television shoots in Manatee County.  She submitted an overview, a draft 
resolution, an application, and a questionnaire.  The guidelines were discussed for each municipality 
and for the responsibilities of the Manatee County Film Commission Office (MCFCO).  The resolution 
should be adopted by each municipality after legal review.  She discussed the application and fee 
structure, and requested each municipality to respond to the questionnaire before August 31, so the 
program could begin on September 15, 2010.   
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Discussion:  Municipalities still retain rights; coordinate with County; input and registration; one 
person to deal with producers; etc.   BC20100803DOC005

 
ABANDONED VESSELS AND MOORINGS 

Mr. Chappie noted discussion at a prior meeting and the lack of legal authority to deal with abandoned 
vessels.  A presentation was requested to determine the County recourse in removing the vessels. 
 
Charlie Hunsicker, Natural Resources Director, explained the process of inspecting, recovering, and 
disposing of abandoned boats throughout the County in cooperation with the Manatee Sheriff’s Office, 
the U.S. Coast Guard, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Service Marine Patrol Officers, the Island Police 
Chiefs, and the Coast Guard Auxiliary.  Marine salvage laws are restrictive, but the County can 
respond to safety issues and long-term abandonment.     

 
(Depart Dr. Brown) 

Alan Lai Hipp, Natural Resources Department, reviewed a slide presentation showing boats that were 
removed from county waters since the Ordinance was enacted in 2005.  Eighty-five boats have been 
removed with an average of four per month at an average cost of $2,500.  The cost has been as high 
as $26,000, and the vessels have no salvage value.  A sticker is placed on the vessel to allow five 
days for removal, and a certified letter is sent to the owners, if known, usually with no response.  The 
County then removes the vessel to storage to try to determine ownership.  Many times titles are 
never transferred on the vessels, and owners deny ownership to avoid the expense of removal and 
disposal.  The County obtains quotes from contractors, and the vessel is disposed of at the landfill. 
 
A process is being created for immediate action so the vessels can be moved to a secure location 
where they will not be vandalized or set free.  When an owner claims the boat, it is no longer 
classified as abandoned, and the County has no authority for removal.  At times the Parks and 
Recreation Department has been able to help with removal and disposal.  Nighttime operations are 
conducted to look for navigation lights, and if a vessel has none, the Coast Guard may board the 
vessel to check for current registration.   
 
Discussion:  Sunken vessel now at Green Bridge; leasing submerged lands to authorize more control; 
mooring fields; etc. 
 
Bill Clague, Deputy County Attorney, spoke of the Ordinance being adopted shortly after two very 
active hurricane seasons.  There is a Statute to authorize removal, but the vessels must meet the 
definition of lost or abandoned.  It is difficult to obtain a permitted mooring field like the one held by 
Sarasota County.   
 
Discussion:  Geographic size of mooring field; not feasible to be self-sustaining; takes years to permit; 
cannot become involved until vessel is a problem; navigational hazard; include in hurricane post 
disaster plan; Code Enforcement; certified letters costly; change statute to allow mooring field; give 
control to cities; abandoned property statute; County ordinance allows thirty days for removal; law 
enforcement may tag vessels; legislative help; etc. BC20100803DOC006

 
MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, a motion was made, seconded, and carried, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Adj: 5:30 p.m. 

/mh 
 

Minutes Approved:  August 24, 2010

http://innerspace/brdrecpdf/AgendaPkg/BCCAgendaPkg/BC20100803DOC005.pdf
http://innerspace/brdrecpdf/AgendaPkg/BCCAgendaPkg/BC20100803DOC006.pdf

	MEETING ADJOURNED

