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SEPTEMBER 16, 2010 
 
 
 The Board of County Commissioners, Manatee County, Florida, met in SPECIAL SESSION in the 
Administrative Center, 1112 Manatee Avenue West, Bradenton, Florida, at 6:02 p.m. 

 
Present were Commissioners: 

Donna Hayes, Chairman 
Carol Whitmore, First Vice-Chairman 
John R. Chappie, Second Vice-Chairman 
Lawrence E. Bustle, Jr., Third Vice-Chairman 
Ron Getman 
Joe McClash 

 
Absent was Commissioner: 

Gwendolyn Y. Brown (out of town) 
 

Also present were: 
Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator 
Tedd Williams, Jr., County Attorney 
Susan G. Romine, Board Records Manager, 

representing R. B. Shore, Clerk of Circuit Court 
 
AGENDA

Agenda of September 16, 2010; memorandum from Charles Hackney, Property Appraiser; 
memorandum from Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator; and sign-in sheets.  BC20100916DOC001

 
BUDGET – FISCAL YEAR 2010-11 

The first public hearing (Notice and date provided on TRIM Notices) was held to consider the proposed 
budget for Fiscal Year 2010-11. BC20100916DOC002

 
Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator, announced the budget for 2010-11 is the second year of a two-
year budget.  
 
Budget Overview
Jim Seuffert, Financial Management Director, stated Port Manatee’s budget and the Dependent Special 
Districts’ budgets will be included in the County’s budget.  The County Commission approved adding 
one-tenth of a mill for the Sheriff’s budget, resulting in a countywide millage rate of 6.3993 percent.   
 
Mr. Seuffert used a slide presentation to review: 
• Taxable Property Values; 
• Countywide Millage Rates; 
• Proposed Millage Rates; 
• Comparison of Taxes on an average homesteaded property valued at $150,000; 
• Countywide Millage Levies; 
• Revenues by Source; 
• Appropriations by Function; 
• Number of County Employees per 1,000 Population; 
• Four-County Comparison (Hillsborough, Pinellas, Sarasota, and Manatee Counties); and 
• Fiscal Year 2010-11 Tax Revenue Reduction. BC20100916DOC003 
 
Public Comments
Ernest “Sandy” Marshall, Federation of Manatee County Community Associations, requested the 
recommendation he made in 2009 be applied to 2010.  He commented on David Klement who was 
hired as Organizational Development Manager, and suggested Mr. Klement serve as Chairman on a 
committee without compensation.  He requested the additional millage for the Sheriff be deferred for 
one year. 
 
Harry Bakker stated the County Commissioners have the authority to instruct the County 
Administrator on budget constraints.  He commented on the benefits provided to County employees, 
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and the unnecessary use of lighting on tennis courts when not in use.  He inquired what the County is 
doing to entice businesses to relocate to Manatee County, and suggested lowering impact fees, as well 
as tourist and property taxes.  
 
Discussion:  Clarification of retirement benefits; etc. 
 
Linda Neely inquired about the investigation cost associated with the misappropriation of County 
staff for personal business.  She voiced concern regarding the inefficiencies of public transportation 
and County employee benefits. 
 
Jim Brown, Longboat Key Town Commissioner, distributed copies of Resolution 2010-38 supporting 
the continuation of Manatee County Area Transit (trolley) service on Longboat Key. BC20100916DOC004
 
Steve Albritton distributed a Schedule of Exhibits addressing the Sheriff’s budget. BC20100916DOC005
 
Larry Brown commented on decreased property values and increased taxes.  He requested the 
impact fees be raised.  
 
Bruce Baker requested detailed statistics be available online to include salaries, benefits, and 
unfunded mandates. 
 
Earl Smith, Key Packaging Company, outlined taxes the company pays including sales tax on tooling, 
and discussed the importance of the company being competitive.   
 
Eric Anderson noted that inasmuch as the County has excess funds in a reserved account, 
consideration needs to be given to lower taxes.  
 
Adell Erozer, Community Coalition on Homelessness, displayed a comparison chart of clients served 
from 2004 to 2010.  The need for basic services has increased, as one out of seven people are living 
in poverty.  The cost to obtain a Florida identification card is increasing, which the homeless cannot 
afford.  She requested reconsideration of the five-percent budget reduction required of the 
Community Coalition on Homelessness. BC20100916DOC006

 
Patricia Baker questioned if this was a zero-based budget.  She requested the employee benefit 
package be reviewed and made public.   
 
Gary Geren explained that due to the current economic situation, he opposed a tax increase, noting 
taxes in Manatee County are already too high. 
 
Written Correspondence
Mr. Seuffert submitted written correspondence from Jennifer Passmore, Early Learning Coalition. 
 BC20100916DOC007
Tentative Millage Rate
Motion was made by Mr. McClash and seconded by Mr. Getman to adopt 

B-11-001  RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TO ADOPT TENTATIVE 
AD VALOREM MILLAGE RATES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010-2011 ANNUAL BUDGET. 

 
Discussion: Clarify stated misinformation; property taxes reduced $21 million, and 56 positions 
eliminated; etc. 

 
Mr. Hunzeker stated staff would prepare a written response to questions and/or comments made 
during public comments. 
 
Mr. Seuffert explained that taxes would be reduced $24,597,567 instead of $21 million if the 
one-tenth of one percent millage was not approved for the Sheriff.   
 
Discussion:  Sheriff did not request millage increase; use reserve funds to supplement Sheriff’s 
budget; etc. 
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Following discussion, the motion failed with Mr. McClash, Ms. Whitmore, and Mrs. Hayes voting nay. 
 BC20100916DOC008 
Mr. Seuffert presented an alternate Resolution B-11-001 with the millage rates as presented on 
May 27, 2010, which does not include the set out millage for the Sheriff.  The alternate Resolution 
would reduce the millage rate from 6.3993 to 6.2993.  
 
Discussion:  $24 million tax decrease; use reserve funds to cover state mandated retirement provision 
for Sheriff; the County’s credit rating would not be affected by using funds from the Budget 
Stabilization Reserve; etc. 

 
Motion 
Motion was made by Mr. Getman and seconded by Mr. Chappie, to adopt Resolution B-11-001 setting 
a tentative millage rate of 6.2993 as discussed, with $1 million taken from the reserve fund to provide 
relief to the Sheriff for the state mandate. 

 
Motion - Restated  
Mr. Getman restated his motion to take $1 million from the reserve fund to fund the mandate to the 
Sheriff for retirement purposes. 

 
Discussion:  $1 million is not exact amount needed for the Sheriff; County Commission determines the 
budget; amend motion to include the funds be used from Budget Stabilization Fund; need for 
quarterly budget meetings; return excess funds saved by the Sheriff; etc. 
 
Mr. Getman clarified the motion that the $1 million come from the Budget Stabilization fund to fund 
the mandate to the Sheriff for retirement purposes, and Mr. Chappie agreed. 
 
Motion - Call The Question 
A motion to call the question was made by Mr. Bustle, seconded by Mr. Getman, and carried 5 to 1, 
with Mr. McClash voting nay. 
 
Following discussion, the motion to use $1 million from the Budget Stabilization fund to fund the 
mandate to the Sheriff for retirement purposes carried 5 to 1, with Mr. McClash voting nay. 
 
Tentative Millage Rate 
Motion was made by Mr. Getman, seconded by Mr. Chappie, and carried 5 to 1, with Mr. McClash 
voting nay, to adopt alternate Resolution 

B-11-001  RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TO ADOPT TENTATIVE 
AD VALOREM MILLAGE RATES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010-2011 ANNUAL BUDGET. 

 BC20100916DOC009
Tentative Budgets 
Motion was made by Ms. Whitmore and seconded by Mr. Bustle to adopt 

B-11-002  RESOLUTION BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TO AMEND AND 
ADOPT A TENTATIVE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010-2011.  BC20100916DOC010

 
Motion - Restated  
Ms. Whitmore restated the motion to include “as previously amended for the Sheriff’s budget.” 
 
Motion - Amendment 
A motion was made by Mr. McClash to amend Resolution B-11-002 eliminating the budget item for 
the Organizational Development Manager as listed under the County Administrator’s budget.  The 
motion failed for lack of a second. 
 
Tedd Williams, Jr., County Attorney, advised that the budget can be amended to eliminate a position.  
 
Motion - Call The Question 
A motion to call the question was made by Mr. Bustle, seconded by Mr. Chappie, and carried 5 to 1, 
with Mr. McClash voting nay. 
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Following discussion, the motion to adopt Resolution B-11-002 as previously amended for the 
Sheriff’s budget carried 5 to 1, with Mr. McClash voting nay. BC20100916DOC011

 
Motion was made by Ms. Whitmore, seconded by Mr. Bustle, and carried 6 to 0, to adopt 

B-11-003  RESOLUTION BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TO ADOPT THE 
TENTATIVE BUDGET FOR DEPENDENT SPECIAL DISTRICTS OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010-2011. BC20100916DOC012

 
Aggregate Millage Rate Comparison 
Mr. Seuffert announced the aggregate millage rate was changed when the County Commissioners 
reduced the millage rate and increased the amount of tax reduction.  The aggregate millage rate is 
13.85 percent below the rollback rate.  BC20100916DOC013

 
Capital Improvement Program FY 2011-2015 
Motion was made by Mr. Chappie, seconded by Mr. Bustle, and carried 6 to 0, to adopt 

R-10-180  RESOLUTION TO ADOPT A FIVE-YEAR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM AND A 
POLICY REGARDING THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE FIVE-YEAR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM  BC20100916DOC014

 
Second Public Hearing 
The next public hearing on the budget is September 28, 2010, at 6:00 p.m., in the Manatee County 
Commission Chambers. BC20100916DOC015

 
LONGBOAT KEY TROLLEY 

Mr. Hunzeker announced that Sarasota County, the Town of Longboat Key, and Manatee County 
reached a tentative agreement to continue the same level of trolley service on Longboat Key through 
December 31, 2010, at an approximate cost of $70,000 funded through reserve funds.  Grant funds 
are not available, and plans for options are forthcoming. 
  
Discussion:  Fire Districts are not funded by Manatee County; revisit Sheriff’s Budget at later date; 
affordability of identification cards for the homeless; etc. BC20100916DOC016

 
SHERIFF’S BUDGET 

Brad Steube, Manatee County Sheriff, explained that due to the state mandate for $1 million for the 
increased retirement contribution, he will be unable to maintain a flat budget as previously agreed, 
even with the rollover funds at the end of the fiscal year. BC20100916DOC017

 
MEETING ADJOURNED 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Adj: 7:54 p.m. 

/vj 
 

Minutes Approved:  October 26, 2010 
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