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MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
WORK SESSION 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
1112 Manatee Avenue West 

Bradenton, Florida 
February 17, 2015 

 
Present were Commissioners: 

Betsy Benac, Chairman 
Vanessa Baugh, First Vice-Chairman 
John R. Chappie, Second Vice-Chairman 
Charles B. Smith, Third Vice-Chairman 
Lawrence E. Bustle, Jr. 
Robin DiSabatino 
Carol Whitmore 

 
Also present were: 

Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator 
Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney 
Steviemarie Snyder, Deputy Clerk, Clerk of Circuit Court 

 
Chairman Benac called the meeting to order at 1:33 p.m. 
 
AGENDA 

Agenda of February 17, 2015  BC20150217DOC007 
 
1. BOAT RAMP PRESENTATION 

   Charlie Hunsicker, Parks and Natural Resources Director, briefed the Board on the 
purpose of the presentation. 
 

   Alan Lai Hipp, Environmental Program Manager, utilized a slide presentation to review 
the previous issues, status, and remaining issues with the eight boat ramps in Manatee 
County.  
 

   Mr. Hunsicker noted the use at Coquina North could be easily transferred to Coquina 
South during renovations.  
 

   Discussion ensued regarding project records for areas like Bishop Harbor, movement for 
Piney Point, stormwater ponds, soft surface parking areas, pavers, and if there is any support 
from the Southwest Florida Water Management District regarding boat ramps. 
 

   Mr. Hunsicker provided a handout and reviewed a Five-Year Cumulative Sources and 
Uses report. He utilized the slide presentation to update the Board on funding, West Coast 
Inland Navigation District (WCIND) is currently funding the ramp projects and how funding is 
governed by F.S 328.72., 
 

   Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator, elaborated on the internal loan and having the 
WCIND liaison propose the WCIND modify how they pay the County back.  
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   Discussion ensued regarding Ft. Hamer uplands, eligibility to use impact fees, how the 
projects are prioritized with WCIND, loss and abandoned vessel statistics, vandalism, and 
Jiggs Landing. 
 

   Dr. Aaron Welch, owner of Two Docks Shellfish, applauded the improvements made to 
Warner’s Bayou and requested a decent ramp in North County, specifically Bishop Harbor. 
 

   Ms. Whitmore suggested looking into the south-end of the Port.  
 

  Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney, questioned if the boat ramps have security cameras.  
 

   Mr. Hunsicker stated the facilities are not equipped with security cameras, and he 
thanked Charlie Bishop, Property Management Director, and his team for all of their 
assistance with the ramps.  BC20150217DOC008 

 
RECESS : 3:02 p.m – 3:09 p.m 

 
2. AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

   Cheri Coryea, Neighborhood Services Director, utilized a slide presentation to review the 
State Housing Initiative Partnership Program (SHIP). 
 

   Denise Thomas, Housing and Community Development Coordinator, utilized a slide 
presentation to review how the SHIP program can be used.  
 

   Ms. Coryea provided recommendations for the new Local Housing Assistance Plan (LHAP) 
such as rehabilitation, reconstruction, and down payment assistance.  
 

   Discussion ensued regarding impact fees for new affordable housing, and the majority 
of funding being used in north County.  
 

   Ms. Thomas continued to utilize the slide presentation and reviewed the need for 
housing development and affordable rental housing.  
 

   Discussion ensued regarding if the fund opened to raids by the legislation and effects of 
Amendment 1, lenders to participate in the down payment assistance program, Catholic 
Charities provides first time home buyers education, rental development with a zero percent 
deferred loan, Facility Investment Fees (FIF) are paid not waived and treated like impact fees, 
there are always restrictions with funding, non-profit organizations, what are we doing to 
encourage low-income tax credit housing, is the County budgeting in the Tax Increment 
Financing (TIF), can the funding be used in a partnership with agencies like Habitat for 
Humanity, homeless are covered under the Community Development Block Grant program, 
Affordable Housing task force, and if staff attends training on obtaining grants and funds,  
 

   Allison Hewitt questioned if the LHAP is only for the County or if it can be used within 
the TIF.  
 

   Discussion ensued regarding the eligible areas of the LHAP, income requirements, and if 
the TIF will be associated with Affordable Housing. 
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   Ellen Meade and Craig Thomas spoke on the TIF and requested affordable housing and 
commercial properties.  
 

   Laura Carter, Community Solutions 360, noted the assistance her facility has provided to 
County residents and the struggle of limited funding.  BC20150217DOC009 
 

   There being no further public comment, Chairman Benac closed public comment. 
 

   Chairman Benac stated the presentation regarding Economic Development has been 
continued.  BC20150217DOC010 

 
ADJOURN 

There being no further business, Chairman Benac adjourned the meeting at 4:59 p.m. 
 
 

Minutes Approved:   March 10, 2015 

 


