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MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
SPECIAL MEETING 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
1112 Manatee Avenue West 

Bradenton, Florida 
May 28, 2015 

 
Present were Commissioners: 

Betsy Benac, Chairman 
Vanessa Baugh, First Vice-Chairman 
John R. Chappie, Second Vice-Chairman 
Charles B. Smith, Third Vice-Chairman 
Robin DiSabatino 
Carol Whitmore 
 

Absent was: 
Lawrence E. Bustle, Jr. 

 
Also present were: 

Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator 
Jan Brewer, Financial Management Director 
Robin Liberty, Deputy Clerk, Clerk of Circuit Court 
 

   Chairman Benac called the meeting to order at 1:31 p.m. 
 
AGENDA BC20150528DOC001 

1.   BUDGET PRESENTATION 
Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator, utilized a slide presentation to offer the 2016 Budget 
Message for the Recommended FY16 and Planned FY17 Budget.  No change is recommended 
to the overall property tax.  The FY 16 Net Budget is $550 million, representing a $20 million 
increase from the FY 15 adopted net budget of $530 million. BC20150528DOC002 

 
The proposed budget reflects an estimated increase in taxable values of approximately nine 
percent, or $15.2 million over the current year.  Total overall millage, including the 
Unincorporated Municipal Services Tax Unit is unchanged at 7.04350.  The Unincorporated 
Municipal Services Tax Unit is recommended to remain at .6109 mills. 
 
Mr. Hunzeker reviewed Growth in Revenue, Recommended Funding, Funding Priorities for 
FY16, and Conclusion.  Pay increases totaling an average of four percent for each 
Constitutional Office is recommended.  The Sheriff’s budget maintains the current year’s 
funding, along with a $175,876 increase due to inmate food costs.  The Clerk of the Circuit 
Court and the Supervisor of Elections has not asked for additional funds within their FY16 
budget request. 
   

  Discussion ensued regarding general obligation bonds, Southwest Tax Increment 
Financing district budget, overages for Constitutional Officers, necessary Health Care funding, 
General Fund Reserves will not be affected, Budget Stabilization Schedule, measures being 
taken to retain employees, competitive compensation, a compensation plan study of a 
compensation comparison in the market place to be presented prior to final budget hearings, 
four percent pay increase and any adjustments will be influenced by the compensation plan 
study, rider statistics of the public transit system, debt issuance for the 44th Avenue 
expansion project, impact fees from those to benefit from the roadway, repairs are 
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desperately needed on existing roads throughout the county, dedicated funding for ongoing 
infrastructure, and re-structuring funding priorities. 
 

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 

   Glen Gibellina addressed the need for accountability, health care needs, infrastructure, 
and questioned the lack of budget information for the public. 
   

  Ernest S. Marshall, Federation of Manatee County Community Associations, Inc., 
concurred with Mr. Gibellina, and stated the Association has a proposal to present to the 
Commission in an upcoming budget meeting. 
   

  Linda Neely submitted and commented on the County’s impact fee schedule for 
Residential and Nonresidential properties. 
 
There being no further citizens’ comment, Chairman Benac closed Citizens’ Comments. 

  BC20150528DOC003 

  Discussion ensued regarding the School Board’s allocation of their impact fee revenues.  
   

  Mr. Hunzeker outlined the dates of upcoming, budget meetings and hearings, which are 
published on the County’s website calendar. 

 
Chairman Benac asked the County Administrator to make sure the municipalities are notified 
of all budget meetings. 
   

COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS 
There were no Commissioners’ comments. 
 

ADJOURN 
There being no further business, Chairman Benac adjourned the meeting at 3:26 p.m. 
 
 
Minutes Approved:   June 16, 2015 


