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MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
1112 Manatee Avenue West 

Bradenton, Florida 
June 11, 2015 

 
Present were Commissioners: 

Betsy Benac, Chairman 
Vanessa Baugh, First Vice-Chairman 
John R. Chappie, Second Vice-Chairman 
Charles B. Smith, Third Vice-Chairman 
Robin DiSabatino 
Carol Whitmore 
 

Absent was:  
Lawrence E. Bustle, Jr. 

 
Also present were: 

Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator 
Steviemarie Snyder, Deputy Clerk, Clerk of the Circuit Court 

 

   Chairman Benac called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. 
 
AGENDA 
Agenda of June 11, 2015 BC20150611DOC001 
 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN (CIP)  

   Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator, provided an overview of the work session agenda.  He 
identified the difference between funded and unfunded CIP items.  He explained that when the 
budget is adopted, it is actually adopting the expenditures for FY2016 and the planned expenditures 
for TY2017-2020.  He also noted, Parks and Recreation would be submitting a master plan within 
the next year; this will be a guide to funding going forward.   
 
General Government 

   Mr. Hunzeker briefed the Board on projects listed on pages 13-16.   
 

   Discussion ensued regarding committing funding out more than two years,  the total cost of 
the P25 project, debt issuance, loans with a plan to pay it off, Sheriff’s space, moving elected 
officials locations, Sheriff requested an additional 8,000 square feet for property and evidence, and 
to set up a work session to sit with the Sheriff. 
 
Parks and Natural Resources 

   Mr. Hunzeker highlighted items under Parks and Recreation.  He also noted unlike operating 
budgets, the CIP can be amended as time progresses.  
 

   Commissioner Chappie stated the boat ramp map on Page 77 is incorrect.  
 

   Discussion ensued regarding Parks and Recreation master plan, maintenance of parks, 
developers calling a strip of land a park and handing it off to the government, pool north of the 
river, funding to staff a pool, John Marble Pool struggling, and busing children to existing pools. 
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Public Works 

   Mr. Hunzeker highlighted the items under Public Works 
 

   Commissioner Chappie stated on page 135 the district listed is incorrect. 

   Discussion ensued regarding Fort Hamer Force Main, how the improvements are paid for, 
eminent domain issues, update from the Army Corp of Engineers at the June 16, 2015, Board 
meeting, maintenance of the project, and reviewing different long-term options. 
 
Solid Waste 

  Mr. Hunzeker directed the Board to review page 173 regarding Solid Waste. 
 

  Mike Gore, Public Works Director, stated the department is preparing to go into the last cell for 
the disposal preparation coming up in the next couple of years, and they are still looking into 
various projects.  
 

  Discussion ensued regarding options for the future, permitting a new landfill, possibility of 
sharing expenses with other counties, Class 3 Facilities, contract extension is providing additional 
recycling, increased recycling due to convenience, required by law to set aside funds for post-closure 
costs, and approximately 25 years left of use in the current landfill.  
 
Transportation 

 Mr. Hunzeker elaborated on impact fee eligibility and the study being conducted, which is 
expected to be completed by the end of this calendar year.  
 

  Discussion ensued regarding 44th Avenue East, Fort Hamer Bridge construction, will the bridge 
be completed prior to the road expansion, Moccasin Wallow Road and Erie Road are in need of 
improvements, Buckeye Road is on the unfunded list due to no revenue source, requesting an 
Impact Fee report from inception, total amount collected and spent, may need to look at bonding 
these areas, conduct an impact fee study and carefully allocate the funding source to the projects 
needed, roads in need of repair, and infrastructure. 
 

  Sia Mollanazar, Deputy Director Engineering Services, stated the funding for Tara Boulevard and 
Stone River Road will become available December 2015.   
 

  Ron Schulhofer, Transportation Director, discussed various road materials, repairs, and 
maintenance.    
 

   Discussion ensued regarding Rye Road, CIP, design, utility work, force main design completion, 
and functional improvements to Rye Road.  
 

  Mr. Schulhofer stated the County and SMR are fully engaged in the roundabout for S.R. 64.  
 

   Discussion ensued regarding Tallevast Road improvements, west of U.S. 301, sidewalks in the 
area, functional improvements, crosswalks, notification of meetings to surrounding areas, 53rd 
Avenue becoming four lanes, sidewalk standards, and multi-modal paths. 
 
Wastewater 

  Mike Gore, Director, thanked the Board for the support of the wastewater system.   
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   Discussion ensued regarding the final stages of negotiation with Port Manatee and request for 
the right-of-way, Parrish Force Main funding, pump station upgrades, District corrections needed on 
Pages 267, 268, and 278, if funding is available for deep-well injections, and Florida Power and Light 
maintaining power lines 
 

   Mr. Hunzeker, stated if there are any changes they will be presented in September, a discussion 
will be held regarding projects to be funded by debt and summarized the remaining pages of the CIP 
book.  BC20150611DOC002 
 
RECESS: 11:07 a.m. – 11:21 a.m.  
 
DECISION UNIT REVIEW/OPERATING BUDGET 

   Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator, briefed the Board on Financial Management’s operating 
budget. 
 

  Greg Wright, Financial Management, stated the department was looking at a program called 
Open Gov, to allow more financial information to be accessible by the public; however, several 
companies began reaching out to the department, which led them to include this as an unfunded 
request within the operating budget.   
 

  Mr. Hunzeker proceeded to summarize the remaining pages of the operating budget for 
Financial Management. 
 

  Discussion ensued regarding payments made to the CRAs, shifting revenues, property values, 
CRA budgets, non-charter counties authority over CRAs, expanding borders, General Government 
items, City of Bradenton garage operation contract ends 2017, non-profit agency funding, work 
session scheduled in August, Suncoast Partnership and Homelessness, Children Services 
recommendations, healthcare programs funded out of general fund, public hearing, statutorily 
required items to be funded,  judicial programs, Florida Association of Counties Meeting, Drug 
Court, moving Drug Court under Court Administration, and JAG Grant. 
 

  Chariman Benac requested to flag the Drug Court item, Commissioner DiSabatino seconded. 
 

   Commissioner Baugh requested the FY16/17 and the current year budget of each department.  
 

  Discussion ensued regarding miscellaneous programs, Palm Aire landscaping, general fund, 
Metropolitan Planning Organization fund, Department of Juvenile Justice cost-share, METV 
contribution, healthcare expenses, medical examiner, and mandated costs. 
 
CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS 

   Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator reviewed the constitutional officer’s budget requests  
• Clerk of the Circuit Court budget is the same as the current year with a four percent increase 

for compensation.  
• Supervisor of Elections is holding the line on his expenses and is happy with the four percent 

increase for employees. 
• Tax Collector will receive his 2 percent of what he collects and will use a portion to pay the 

debt service on the new building. 
• Property Appraiser has indicated in his budget submission to the state that he is in need of 

three new positions.  The submission is numbers without a narrative and an email from his 
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fiscal person confirming that the numbers include funding for three new positions.  County 
staff will not recommend this as it would have to come from property tax money.  
 

   Commissioner Baugh requested a copy of the Property Appraiser’s budget submission.  
 

   Discussion ensued regarding recourse if the budget is not recommended and the 
Commissioners not receiving a copy of the budget submission,   
 

   Commissioner DiSabatino questioned if the item should be flagged.  Commissioner Whitmore 
seconded.   
 

   Mr. Hunzeker stated if the Property appraiser’s budget is approved by Department of Revenue, 
the Board of County Commissioners have the right to send a protest letter.  
 

   Chairman Benac mentioned she received a letter from TBARTA requesting local funding and 
reminded the Board there is a public hearing starting at 6:00 p.m. this evening.  
 
Public Comment 
 

   Lloyd Neville provided his concerns regarding the condition of Lockwood Ridge Road  
 
ADJOURN 

There being no further business, Chairman Benac adjourned the meeting at 12:29p.m. 
 
 
Minutes Approved:  July 28, 2015 


