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MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
1112 Manatee Avenue West 

Bradenton, Florida 
September 15, 2015 

 
Present were Commissioners: 

Betsy Benac, Chairman 
Vanessa Baugh, First Vice-Chairman 
John R. Chappie, Second Vice-Chairman 
Charles B. Smith, Third Vice-Chairman 
Lawrence E. Bustle, Jr. (via telephone) 
Robin DiSabatino 
Carol Whitmore 

 
Also present were: 

Jan Brewer, Financial Management Director 
Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator 
Quantana Acevedo, Deputy Clerk, Clerk of Circuit Court 

 
AGENDA AND SIGN-IN SHEET BC20150915DOC007 
 
MEETING CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

  Chairman Benac called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  

 
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

 Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator, reported this is the first of two required public 
hearings for adopting the budget, and the second one will be held on September 15, 2015.  
He highlighted the Budget Update Memorandum, which summarizes the budget process up to 
this point.  BC20150915DOC008 

 
STAFF PRESENTATION 

  Jan Brewer, Financial Management Director, utilized a slide presentation to review the 
budget, important issues in the budget, taxable property values, Countywide Millage Rates 
(Tentative), personnel, and next steps (adopt Budget Resolutions, advertisement of Tentative 
Net Budget Summary, and Final Public Hearing on September 22, 2015). 
 

 Discussion took place regarding the financial breakdown of the debt service, debt service 
will be discussed at the work session on October 13, 2015, Save Our Homes limitations, and 
increased revenues is due to new construction and a combination of non-homestead and 
commercial properties.  BC20150915DOC009 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Bob Nicolson and Ingrid McClellan, Environmental Lands Management Acquisition 
Committee, read a statement of recommendation regarding the Deep Water Horizon Oil Spill 
Settlement. 
 

 Linda Neely commented on spending taxpayer dollars to maintain environmental lands 
instead of public safety and waiving ad valorem taxes for Del Monte (Port Manatee Tenant).  
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 Tammy Grant, Manatee Memorial Hospital, Ralph Gonzalez, physician, Christine Manning, 
John Peters, Manatee Memorial Hospital chief of staff, and Kevin DiLallo, Manatee Memorial 
Hospital CEO, requested the Board continue to fund the Indigent Healthcare Program. 
 

 Katherine Edwards submitted a handout and expressed concern with not being able to 
access records from the Sheriff’s office. 

 

 Vernon DeSear, Vice-President of Marketing of Manatee Healthcare System, expressed his 
appreciation to the Board for all their efforts. 
 

 Joseph Darby commented on his increase in property taxes and how living on the Island is 
unaffordable. 
 

 Marta Morris spoke on the increase in property taxes despite the fact she has homestead 
exemption. 
 

  Glen Gibellina commented on the cost of heating the pool at G.T. Bray Park and 
suggested looking into solar heating.  He made further comments on accountability in terms 
of funding and healthcare (document shown). 
 

 There being no additional comments, Chairman Benac closed public comment. 
 BC20150915DOC010 

 Discussion continued regarding solar heat not working in the winter time, not all Board 
members agree with the budget, it should be a joint partnership between the Board and 
citizens when it comes to the budget, property values have increased countywide   and Island 
Cities increased their millage rates, Children’s Advisory Board funding, would like to set aside 
a portion of Southwest Tax Increment Funding for Sheriff’s office, Community Redevelopment 
Area monies have been reserved, Visible Men Academy closed on Taylor Nursery Property and 
$85,000 will be returned to the CRA, can do a one-time expenditure from reserves to fund 
Manatee Glens, should funds be set aside for the Request to Negotiate for Rubonia, allocating 
excess fees from the Sheriff for his projects, reserving funding for rowing competition, 
Gulfcoast Legal Services and Legal Aid, Red Tide, Mote Marine, Suncoast Community Capital 
Corporation, do not need another committee, making a band aid by spending reserves to pay 
for healthcare and need additional funding sources, growth is subsidizing those residents 
who have lived here, Duette Preserve was decided upon by the residents, funding parks, and 
this public hearing is not the place to rehash budget line items. 

 
TENTATIVE MILLAGE/BUDGET ADOPTION 
a. Resolution B-16-001 

  A motion was made by Commissioner Bustle and seconded by Commissioner Whitmore, 
to adopt Resolution B-16-001, tentative millage rates for Fiscal Year 15-16.  
 

  Discussion continued regarding voting on the excess funding from the Sheriff’s office 
and Supervisor of Elections, increasing the millage would have taken care of the funding 
deficit, the County Administrator cannot vote on the budget, Public Safety is still a major 
concern, and would like a recommendation from the County Administrator on future funding. 
 
The motion carried 6-1, with Commissioner DiSabatino voting nay.  BC20150915DOC011 
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b. Resolution B-16-002 

  A motion was made by Commissioner Whitmore and seconded by Commissioner 
Chappie, to adopt Resolution B-16-002, Budget for Manatee County. 
 

  Discussion continued about pulling $1 million from reserves for the Sheriff, Evergreen 
Study, will taking funding from healthcare solve the Public Safety problem, $14 million of 
reserves is already going to healthcare, and compromising taking care of the less fortunate. 
 BC201509151DOC012 
Motion – Call the Question 
A motion was made by Commissioner Bustle, seconded by Commissioner Whitmore, and 
carried 6-1, with Commissioner DiSabatino voting nay, to Call the Question. 
 
The motion carried 5-2, with Commissioners Baugh and DiSabatino voting nay. 
 

c. Resolution B-16-003 

  A motion was made by Commissioner Whitmore, seconded by Commissioner Chappie, 
and carried 7-0, to adopt Resolution B-16-003, Budget for Manatee County Dependent Special 
Districts.   BC20150915DOC013 

 
AGGREGATE MILLAGE RATE COMPARISON 

  Jan Brewer, Financial Management Director, announced: (1) the millage rate for FY 16 is 
6.8488 mills; (2) the change from the rollback aggregate millage rate is 6.3906; and (3) the 
operating millage is determined to be a 7.1 percent change. 

 
NEXT PUBLIC HEARING 

  Chairman Benac announced the next budget hearing is scheduled for September 22, 
2015, at 6:00 p.m., in the County Commission Chambers. 

 

  Brief discussion ensued regarding funding for the Sheriff, Manatee Glens and healthcare, 
will have to discuss further at the next hearing, the change in the property value is 8.3 
percent and $14 million in property tax, and hope more citizens attend the next hearing.  

 
ADJOURN 

  There being no further business, Chairman Benac adjourned the meeting at 7:52 p.m. 
 
Minutes Approved:  November 3, 2015 


