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MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
WORK SESSION 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
1112 Manatee Avenue West 

Bradenton, Florida 
October 13, 2015 

 
Present were Commissioners: 

Betsy Benac, Chairman 
Vanessa Baugh, First Vice-Chairman 
John R. Chappie, Second Vice-Chairman 
Charles B. Smith, Third Vice-Chairman 
Lawrence E. Bustle, Jr. 
Robin DiSabatino 
Carol Whitmore (entered during work session) 

 
Also present were: 

Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator 
Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney 
Quantana Acevedo, Deputy Clerk, Clerk of Circuit Court 

 

  Chairman Benac called the work session to order at 9:04 a.m. 
 
AGENDA BC20151013DOC001 
 
1. GENERAL GOVERNMENT AND TRANSPORTATION DEBT 

 Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator, made introductory comments. 
 

  Jan Brewer, Financial Management Director, introduced Ed Bullet, MBS Capital Markets 
LLC, Financial Advisor for the County. 
 

  Mr. Bullet utilized a slide presentation to analyze the County’s debt and credit.  
(Enter Commissioner Whitmore during the presentation) 
 

 Discussion took place regarding the difference between General Obligation Debt and Non-
Self supporting Revenue Debt; Port Manatee similar to an enterprise fund, and is a dependent 
district. 
 

 Ms. Brewer utilized a slide presentation to review Debt Issuance for the County. 
 
Discussion continued about the 45th – 44th Avenue Plaza East and 9th Street extension, 
difficulty in acquiring right-of-way, U.S. 301 is considered a limited access highway by the 
State, impact fees, issuing debt in advance can be expensive, any complaints regarding the 
44th Avenue East extension, the county is in an excellent financial situation currently. 
 
Ron Schulhofer, Public Works Director, was available for questions. BC20151013DOC002 

 
RECESS:  9:47 A.M. – 9:55 A.M. 
 
2. CHILDREN’S SERVICES JOINT SESSION 
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 Present for the Children’s Services Advisory Board (CSAB) were:  Monica Ausborn, Karen 
Carpenter, Xtavia Bailey, Lynette Edwards, Eloise Turner Lisch, Melanie Teves Bell, and 
Cornelle Maxfield 
 
Absent were: George Van Buren, Jeremy Giddens, and Susan Miller (Kirk Zeppi, Melton Little, 
and Jennifer Radebach are no longer on the CSAB) 

 

 Brenda Rogers, Community Services Director, made introductory comments. 
 

Commissioner DiSabatino questioned the removal of Jennifer Radebach from the CSAB. 
 

  Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney, reported a memorandum (dated 10/12/15) from 
Robert Eschenfelder, Chief Assistant County Attorney, which analyzed the provisions of the 
Code of Laws relative to appointments to the CSAB and the qualifications that are necessary 
to occupy a seat on the CSAB.  The ordinance is self executing and he read “Section 2-2-
256(b)(8) of the Manatee County Code of Laws as follows: If any member of the advisory 
board is removed, dies or becomes disqualified, the position shall be deemed vacant and 
such vacancy shall be filled by appointment of the County.”  The Board is not required to take 
action, and staff sent an email to Jennifer Radebach informing her she is not longer eligible to 
serve on the CSAB because she has been deemed unqualified. 
 

 Discussion ensued about eligibility for Susan Miller and the County Attorney’s office has 
not undertaken any specific investigations as to the business affiliations of any members of 
the CSAB. 
 

 Ms. Rogers explained that Susan Miller’s affiliation is through her husband, and she 
would register a voting conflict when she votes on that particular agency due to the 
relationship he has with the funded agency. 
 

 Robert Eschenfelder, Chief Assistant County Attorney, clarified that Susan Miller would 
declare a conflict of interest due to special private gain.  In Jennifer Radebach’s situation, she 
was found to be directly affiliated with a funded agency and deemed unqualified.  He 
reiterated the ordinance is self-executing, and either the Board or the administration can 
make the finding, but the Board could overrule the administration’s finding. 
 

 Discussion continued regarding the length of Ms. Radebach’s term, conflict of issue, the 
removal of Jennifer Radebach was handled inappropriately, the Board should follow the 
agenda, discussion should be held about the Board’s concerns, but the removal was done 
legally, the Chairman should have been informed about the removal since the Board voted on 
the CSAB appointments, have to follow the rules in place, voting conflict is different from the 
qualification to serve, this is an administrative matter and a vote is not required, and discuss 
this issue at the next Board meeting. 
 

 Ms. Rogers stated the goal of the work session is to set priorities for FY 2017. 
 

 Allen Donahue, Human Services Program Manager, announced this is the first of two work 
sessions; the second will be held on November 10, 2015.  He utilized a slide presentation to 
review the funding cycle, current program categories, FY 15/16 Identified Priorities, FY 15/16 
Children’s Services Budget, and FY 15/16 Funding by Category. 
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Mr. Donahue requested each Commissioner state their top three priorities: 

•  Commissioner Whitmore – Maternal and Child Health, School Readiness, and Drugs 

•  Commissioner Baugh – Maternal and Child Health, School Readiness, and Family 
Strengthening and Support 

•  Commissioner Bustle – Family Strengthening and Support, and Behavioral Health 
(per CSAB, Behavioral Health falls under both Prevention and Redirection, and Out of 
School Time/Youth Development) 

•  Commissioner Chappie – School Readiness, Family Strengthening and Support, and 
Prevention and Redirection 

•  Commissioner DiSabatino – Program Outcomes, Truancy, and Out of School 
Suspension 

•  Chairman Benac – Foster Care for children removed from the homes due to drug 
use, Homelessness, School Readiness, and Family Strengthening and Support (mental 
health) 

•  Commissioner Whitmore – Adoption Program and Monitoring Foster Parents  

•  Commissioner Smith – Crime, Domestic Violence, Drug Addiction, Hunger, and 
Affordable Housing 

 
Andy Guyre, Human Services Division Manager, was available for questions. 
 

 Discussion continued about giving programs time to succeed, Children’s Services monies 
is a levy on tax bills, looking more into school readiness and behavioral issues, need to 
examine the family as a whole, requested a financial breakdown for administration, incentives 
for affordable housing, there is gentleman who is refurbishing old motels for affordable 
housing, array of services for the homeless, the County may have to build affordable housing 
in the future, hygiene classes, children are being kept home to translate for their parents, 
amount of documentation the CSAB is receiving from programs, fortunate to have the 
Children’s Services tax, CSAB retreat is on Friday, October 16, 2015, and consideration of 
items discussed at the work session. 
 

  Ms. Rogers presented the financial breakdown for administration as follows: (1) Property 
Appraiser, $103,752; Tax Collector, $187,244; and, (3) County Children’s Services Unit, 
$493,565 (totals $784,561). 
 
Public Comment 

 Becky Canesse, Chief Execute Officer for Just for Girls, commended the CSAB and staff on 
effectively managing and allocating the Children’s Services funds.  For drug epidemic, she 
suggested focusing on prevention instead of incarceration. 
 

 There being no additional comments, Chairman Benac closed public comment.
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ADJOURN 

 There being no further business, Chairman Benac adjourned the work session at 11:26 
a.m. 
 
Minutes Approved:  December 1, 2015 


