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MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
WORK SESSION 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
1112 MANATEE AVENUE WEST 

BRADENTON, Florida 
DECEMBER 8, 2015 

 
Present were County Commissioners: 

Vanessa Baugh, First Vice-Chairman 
John R. Chappie, Second Vice-Chairman 
Charles B. Smith, Third Vice Chairman 
Lawrence E. Bustle, Jr. 
Robin DiSabatino 
Carol Whitmore 
 

Absent was: 
Betsy Benac, County Commission Chairman 
 

Also present were Children’s Services Advisory Board Members: 
Lynette Edwards, Chairman 
Karen Carpenter 
Debbie Tapp 
George VanBuren, M.D. 
Jeremy Giddens 
Xtavia Bailey 
Cornelle Maxfield 
Eloise Lisch 
Susan Miller 
Melanie Teves Bell 
(Two seats are vacant) 

 
Absent was: 

Kim Kutch, Children’s Services Advisory Board Member 
 

Also present were: 
Karen Windon, Deputy County Administrator 
Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney 
Robin Toth, Deputy Clerk, Clerk of Circuit Court 

    
Inasmuch as County Commissioner Chairman Benac was not present, First Vice-Chairman Baugh 
called the Joint Session with the Children Services Advisory Board (CSAB) to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
AGENDA AND CHILDREN’S SERVICE ADVISORY BOARD SIGN-IN SHEET BC20151208DOC001 

1. CHILDREN’S SERVICES JOINT SESSION – ANNUAL PLAN 
Allen Donahue, Human Services Program Manager, utilized a slide presentation to review the 
FY 2016/2017 Children’s Services Annual Plan Draft document.  This is the second of two 
meetings; the first of which was held on October 13, 2015.  CSAB members held their annual 
retreat to review data from various resources as well as information from County 
Commissioners on children and family issues.  CSAB members and staff consolidated the 
information into the Annual Draft Plan. 
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The CSAB works in a three-year window.  The information taken from FY 2015 is being put 
together along with statistics and trends from the state level to come up with a plan for FY 
2017.  FY 2016 information will not be available until data can be examined. 

    
Lynnette Edwards, CSAB Chairman, highlighted accomplishments from the retreat, and the 
CSAB has concluded that it is time to do a community needs assessment to determine future 
funding recommendations.  The data selected through the needs assessment will set the 
framework for a full strategic plan for children’s services. 
 
Funding categories are being examined with a conclusion that maternal and child health with 
school readiness needs to be merged and re-identified as Early Childhood, Health Education 
and Development.  The CSAB also decided to split prevention and re-direction into two 
categories of prevention of at-risk youth behaviors and re-direction of risky behaviors. 
 
The information will be presented to the County Commission for approval on January 12, 
2016.  A press release is being prepared to advertise the public meeting to open the FY 2017 
funding cycle on January 19, 2016, and to receive applications for funding during the 30-day 
period.  The press release will be posted on the County’s website, existing agencies will be 
notified, and the press release will be sent to County Commission members.  Following the 
30-day application window, staff will work with agencies that submitted applications. 
 

  Discussion occurred regarding the FY 16/17 Funding Priority Purpose Categories, the 
process for an agency that has never applied for funds, how the needs assessment will be 
accomplished, publish the press release in other venues, include deadlines so Commissioners 
can notify constituents, the number of applications received last year, and, post the press 
release on the Neighborhood Connections website. BC20151208DOC002 

 
RECESS:  9:17 A.M. – 9:22 A.M.  All Commissioners present except Chairman Benac.  First Vice-
Chairman Baugh presided. 

 
2. AUTOPULSE RESUSCITATION SYSTEM 

Steve Krivjanik, Public Safety Chief, announced that EMS has a new piece of equipment called 
the AutoPulse.  The automated resuscitation device delivers precise and consistent chest 
compressions over the entire thoracic cavity, providing a 90 percent, continued blood flow to 
the heart. 
 
Jason Evans, Ron Rich, and Jerome Ruffing, EMS technicians, performed a demonstration of 
the AutoPulse resuscitation system.  The device is not approved for use on children under 18. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding EMS currently has eight units; a State grant has been applied for 
eight additional units, $15,000 per unit, battery life depends on how hard the device works, 
the battery lasts 30-45 minutes and can be switched off, manual chest compressions would 
be done during battery changes, AutoPulse does not replace manual Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation (CPR), but takes over standard CPR movements once EMS arrives on the scene.
 BC20151208DOC003 

3. PUBLIC RECORD REQUEST PROCESS 

  Debbie Scaccianoce, Records Division Manager, along with her staff, consolidated the 
estimated 17,000 boxes of County records in the former GTE building.  Additionally, she 
oversees the mail crew and assumed the scanning/processing of permits and applications.  
She reviewed Procedure 301.003 in compliance with the Florida Public Records Act and 
statutory regulations for responding to public records requests, and about moving forward 
with a new program to track public records requests. 
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Discussed ensued on what constitutes a public record, what the law does not cover, how 
requests are made, copy charges, special service charges, advance payment is required, 
special procedures for electronic mail search requests, exemptions from disclosure, website 
page to be presented to the Board in January 2016, requesters can remain anonymous, the 
electronic process will speed up request process, an estimated 4,000 public record requests 
are received annually.  One issue often dealt with is requests that are made in certain formats 
the County cannot provide, reasonable turn-around time to produce requested records, 
asking requester to narrow parameters, and Florida Statute on records retention. 

    
Rob Eschenfelder, Chief Assistant County Attorney, addressed Florida Statute 119, State Policy 
on Public Records. 
 
Karen Windon, Deputy County Administrator, explained special procedures for Electronic mail 
search requests to Information Technology staff. BC20151208DOC004 

   
CITIZEN COMMENTS 

Glen Gibellina complimented Public Safety staff on the AutoPulse Resuscitation System, 
commented on record requests, and noted a lack of funding for programs to help single and 
homeless Dads in the CSAB Annual Report. 
 
Commissioner Whitmore suggested Mr. Gibellina forward his concerns in writing to the CSAB. 
 
There being no further citizen comments, First Vice-Chairman Baugh closed Citizen 
Comments. 
 

ADJOURN 
There being no further business, First Vice-Chairman Baugh adjourned the work session at 
10:40 a.m. 

 
 
Minutes Approved:   February 9, 2016 


