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MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
WORK SESSION 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
1112 Manatee Avenue West 

Bradenton, Florida 
January 19, 2016 

 
Present were Commissioners: 

Vanessa Baugh, Chairman 
John R. Chappie, Second Vice-Chairman 
Robin DiSabatino, Third Vice-Chairman 
Lawrence E. Bustle, Jr. 
Charles Smith (entered during work session) 
Carol Whitmore 
Betsy Benac (entered during work session) 

 
Also present were: 

Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator 
Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney 
Quantana Acevedo, Deputy Clerk, Clerk of Circuit Court 

 

  Chairman Baugh called the work session to order at 9:01 a.m. 
 
AGENDA BC20160119DOC001 
1. ALL THINGS HOUSING 

 Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator, stated this is the first of three work sessions on All 
Things Housing. 

 

 Cheri Coryea, Neighborhood Services Director, made introductory comments. 
(Enter Commissioners Benac and Smith) 

 
Jaimie Ross, President/CEO, Florida Housing Coalition, utilized a slide presentation to discuss 
Statutory Framework (Home Matters Report referenced and submitted), Government 
Resources, Collaboration between government offices that finance affordable housing with 
the government offices that direct land use planning and permitting, and Partnership between 
Government and Private Sector.  She referenced a handout pertaining to State and Local 
Housing Trust Funds – Local Economic Impact as she discussed the potential of State Housing 
Initiative Partnership Program (SHIP) for Manatee County for Fiscal Year 2016-17. 
 

 Discussion ensued on Amendment 1 affecting affordable housing, legislation for the 
preservation of lands, land use decisions based on financing of the development (Florida Fair 
Housing Act), history of the County approving larger lot sizes, shortage of affordable housing 
in unincorporated Manatee County, rezoning should be tied to affordable housing, 
suggestions for the County on an affordable housing plan, affordable housing prices (see 
Section 1.1.1 of All Things Housing materials), homelessness will be addressed in a work 
session in March, keeping affordable housing affordable, redefine what is considered 
affordable income limits, how does land leasing work, mobile homeowners are losing their 
units because the owner of the land is increasing the rental rates, the need for alternative 
housing, land use change for mobile home parks (Chapter 723, Florida Statutes), incentives 
for affordable housing in areas identified with issues by law enforcement (Section 1.1.4 of All 
Things Housing materials), and staff will lead the Board on compliance with State and Federal 
Laws as it pertains to affordable housing. 



 JANUARY 19, 2016 (Continued) 
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  Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney, reported Chapter 723.083, Florida Statutes, has 
been unchanged since 1984 and is very broad.  He stated research is needed in order to 
determine if the courts have weighed in on this statute. 
 

RECESS: 10:30 A.M. – 10:38 A.M. 
 

  Mark Hendrickson, Manatee County Housing Finance Authority, gave a financial overview.  
 

  Discussion took place about homes that residents qualify for are not always in the best 
condition or bountiful, speak to legislature about the Sadowski Fund, educating legislature on 
the effectiveness of housing programs, how unfunded mandates affect those on local levels, 
annual distributions of SHIP funds (Section 1.1.1 of All Things Housing materials), lowest level 
of affordable housing is not addressed through the Housing Finance Authority, affordable 
housing project paying impact fees, economic benefit of having affordable housing (see 
handout pertaining to State and Local Housing Trust Funds – Local Economic Impact), and 
local government contribution. 
 

 Mr. Hunzeker suggested the Board continue to think about how local government can 
assist in housing as the work sessions progress. 
 
Discussion continued about what is the role of the Housing Finance Authority, partnership 
between the County and Housing Finance Authority for affordable housing, marketing, several 
Housing Finance Authorities do not have paid staff due to lack of resources, the role of staff, 
and reaching the public on a local level such as through Housing 101. 
 

 Denise Thomas, Neighborhood Services Department, explained when it comes to home 
ownership, staff partners with the Housing Finance Authority.  She confirmed her role is to 
facilitate partnerships. 
 
Frank Dodson, Manatee County Housing Finance Authority, was available to answer questions. 
 

 Ms. Ross summarized the work session. BC20160119DOC002 
 

 Diana Shoemaker, Executive Director, Manatee County Habitat for Humanity, stated 
Habitat for Humanity welcomes a partnership with the County. 

 

 Brianne Heffner, Southport Financial Services, Inc., commented on the difficulty of 
obtaining funding. 

 
NEXT MEETING 

 Chairman Baugh noted the next work session for All Things Housing will be held on 
February 16, 2016.  Cheri Coryea, Neighborhood Services Director, will confirm who will be 
present at next work session.  

 
RECESS 

  Chairman Baugh recessed the work session at 11:55 a.m. 
 
Minutes Approved:   March 8, 2016 


