
BC MB 2016/158 
 

MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MANATEE COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD 

JOINT MEETING 
BRADENTON AREA CONVENTION CENTER 

ONE HABEN BOULEVARD, LONGBOAT KEY ROOM 
Palmetto, Florida 

May 3, 2016 
 

Present were Manatee County Commissioners:  Present were Manatee School Board Members: 
Vanessa Baugh, Chairman    Karen Carpenter, Chairman 
John R. Chappie, First Vice-Chairman  Charlie Kennedy, Vice-Chairman 
Robin DiSabatino, Second Vice-Chairman John A. Colon 
Charles B. Smith, Third Vice Chairman  Robert Gause 
Betsy Benac      Dave Miner 
Lawrence E. Bustle, Jr. 
Carol Whitmore 
 

Also present were: 
Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator 
Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney 
Dr. Diana Greene, School Board Superintendent of Schools 
Robin Toth, Deputy Clerk, Clerk of the Circuit Court 

 
Chairman Baugh called the Joint Meeting to order at 1:31 p.m. 

    
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Invocation was delivered by County Commissioner Charles Smith, followed by the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 
 

   County Commission Chairman Vanessa Baugh and School Board Chairman Karen 
Carpenter made introductory remarks. 
 
Both the School Board and Board of County Commissioners are each considering proposals to 
place a referendum for a local sales tax on a ballot.  The School Board currently has a one-half 
cent local sales tax in place that was approved by the voters in 2002 and will expire on 
December 31, 2017.  The County Commission recently reviewed a recommendation from a 
citizen advisory committee to place a one-half cent local infrastructure sales tax referendum 
question on the November 2016 ballot. 
 
The purpose of this meeting is to discuss what is the best way for the School Board and the 
County Commission to work together to achieve community goals. 

     
AGENDA ANNOUNCEMENTS BC20160503DOC001 

PRESENTATION – CITIZENS FINANCIAL STRUCTURE ADVISORY BOARD 

  Mac Carraway, Chairman of the Citizens Financial Structure Advisory Board, summarized 
the Advisory Board’s Report (presented to the County Commission 4/26/16).  The Advisory 
Board came to a unanimous conclusion there are significant budgetary concerns.  The Report 
strongly recommends a single referendum in the fall of 2016, to implement a One-Half Cent 
Infrastructure Sales Tax to ensure a sustainable budget for the County, as opposed to two, 
one-half-cent sales tax referendums.  The Report is posted on www.mymanatee.org. 
 
Furthermore, splitting the sales tax into pieces would ultimately create a type of competition 

http://www.mymanatee.org/


 MAY 3, 2016 (Continued) 
 

 BC MB 2015/159 

that could pit two sets of legitimate and significant needs against one another and ultimately 
jeopardize the important goals for the citizens of Manatee County. 
 
Mr. Carraway encouraged both entities to work through any differences. 

DISCUSSION BY ELECTED OFFICIALS 

  INFRASTRUCTURE SALES TAX REFERENDA PROPOSALS 
(Enter School Board Member John Colon) 

 
Commission Chairman Vanessa Baugh opened the floor for dialogue between County 
Commissioners and School Board Members to discuss both entities coming together on a 
combined infrastructure sales tax referendum. 
 
Commissioner Carol Whitmore stated the public may not have accurate information. 
 
School Board Member David Miner endorsed a one-half-cent sales tax increase. 
 
School Board Member Robert Gause endorsed a combined referendum and suggested 
including the cities, as well as charter schools and potential beneficiaries, in the discussion. 
 
The County Commission is to review a project list of where the sales tax revenues would be 
used if the tax is extended.  The School Board was urged to develop a similar list. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding public involvement, School Board deficiencies, limitations on the 
use of impact fees, public perception, and School Board transparency and accountability of 
sales tax revenues. 
 
Commissioner Betsy Benac concurred with School Board Member Miner. 
 
Commission Chairman Baugh stated the Federation of Community Associations endorses the 
sales tax increase, but has concerns on the need for transparency, the formation of a citizen 
committee to oversee the expenditure of revenues, and an audit of the revenues. 
 
School Board Chairman Karen Carpenter expounded on issues of transparency and credibility, 
and the need to look at the sources of the tax base. 
 
Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator, stated there is a 2010 State report which reflects the 
amount of sales tax paid by tourists on the West Coast of Florida. 
 
Commissioner Charles Smith indicated his position on a joint sales tax referendum and 
concurred with the need for a roundtable discussion. 
 
School Board Member Charlie Kennedy spoke against the joint sales tax referendum and tying 
it together with a new tax. 
 
Commissioner Robin DiSabatino opposed the joint, sales tax referendum and questioned the 
next step if the County’s one-half-cent sales tax referendum fails. 
 
Dr. Diana Greene, School Board Superintendent of Schools, commented on the consequences 
if the School Board does not get the one-half-cent sales tax extended. 
 
School Board Member Colon spoke in support of a joint, sales tax referendum. 
Commissioner Whitmore commented on the shortage of schools and infrastructure needs, 
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and stated the decision belongs to the citizens. 
 

   County Commissioner Smith responded to comments by School Board Superintendent 
Greene. 
 

 County Commissioner Benac stated that a failed sales tax referendum will result in a 
reduction or elimination of existing services and having to seek another revenue source. 

   
School Board Member Kennedy endorsed another joint meeting with the County Commission, 
and that potential tax revenues are monitored by a citizen committee. 
 

   Bob Gause expressed concern of the impacts of not getting the sales tax approved.  It is 
imperative to send a clear message to the public and that the Cities are involved. 
   

PUBLIC COMMENT 

  Linda Neely researched the effects upon property values and taxes resulting from a 
change in land use classification. 
 

   Norm Nelson encouraged a joint sales tax referendum. 
 

   Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator, responded to comments by Linda Neely. 
 

  Stuart Smith stated that citizens are willing to pay for better schools and infrastructure. 
 

   Rick Lindholm spoke about emails sent to County Commissioners regarding the 
infrastructure tax referendum. 
 

   Linda Schike spoke of the School Board’s misuse of the sales tax approved in 2002. 
 

  Ed Goff stated The Promise document released by the Coalition for Quality Schools in 
2002, is posted on www.ourmanatee.com.  The calculation of impact fees by Tischler-Bise 
firm is the amount that should be collected on every new structure in Manatee County. 
 

  Misty Servia encouraged both entities to continue dialogue and consider the issues and 
facts presented.  She asked the School Board members in support of a joint referendum to 
share with the community the tangible benefits of the taxes. 
 

   Phillip Brown, President of United Way, commended both entities for seeking to work 
together and their commitment to improve government. 
 

   Agatha Mantanes stated the public has a negative perception of the School Board due to 
lack of transparency and misuse of the one-half cent sales tax approved in 2002. 
 

  Katherine Edwards said the issues as presented, will defeat this tax proposal unless both 
parties can show with the passage of the joint infrastructure tax, that efficiencies will be 
developed to effectively reduce overall budgets. 
 

  Suzanna Young addressed the need for partnerships between citizens and elected 

http://www.ourmanatee.com/
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officials.   Every resource is needed, and she suggested a clean sales tax referendum. 
 

   Laurie Gale thanked both entities for meeting jointly and endorsed project lists. 
 

   Matt Bower stated children must be a priority, but urged against combining the two 
sales tax increase proposals. 
 

  Xavier Bailey commented on Dr. Greene’s statements and expressed concern of school 
construction north of the river. 
 
There being no further public comments, Chairman Baugh closed public comment. 
 BC20160503DOC002 

COMMISSIONER AND SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

  School Board Chairman Carpenter commended everyone for this meeting, and suggested 
another joint meeting be scheduled.  Commission Chairman Baugh concurred. 

 
ADJOURN 

There being no further business, Chairman Baugh adjourned the Joint Meeting at 3:28 p.m. 
 

Minutes Approved:   June 21, 2016 


