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MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
SPECIAL MEETING 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
1112 Manatee Avenue West 

Bradenton, Florida 
January 30, 2017 

 
Present were: 

Betsy Benac, Chairman 
Robin DiSabatino, First Vice-Chairman 
Charles B. Smith, Second Vice-Chairman 
Stephen R. Jonsson, Third Vice-Chairman 
Vanessa Baugh 
Carol Whitmore 
Priscilla Whisenant Trace 
 

Also present were: 
Nicole Knapp, Planning Section Manager 
William Clague, Assistant County Attorney 
Quantana Acevedo, Deputy Clerk, Clerk of the Circuit Court 

 

  Chairman Benac reconvened the meeting of January 26, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. 
 
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

1.   The Invocation was delivered by Commissioner Smith, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 

AGENDA BC20170130DOC001 
• Item 2, Z-14-09, and 3, Resolution R-17-017 – Public comment  BC20170130DOC002 
 BC20170130DOC003 
(Court Reporter, Laura Eder, was present)  BC20170130DOC004 
ADVERTISED PUBLIC HEARINGS 
1. ORDINANCE/ZONING 

A duly advertised public hearing was opened to consider adoption of proposed Zoning 
Ordinance Z-14-09, Mosaic Fertilizer LLC/Wingate East.  Planning Commission recommended 
approval.  The item was continued from January 26, 2017. BC20170130DOC005 
and 

2. PARKS AND NATURAL RESOURCES/RESOLUTION 
A duly advertised public hearing was opened to consider adoption of proposed Resolution R-
17-017, Mosaic Fertilizer LLC/Wingate East Mine.  Staff recommended approval.  The item was 
continued from January 26, 2017. BC20170130DOC006 
 

  William Clague, Assistant County Attorney, advised those planning to speak, should 
speak clearly and slowly to ensure the record is clear. 

 
Public Comment BC20170130DOC007 

 Ricky Mafera opposed the requests due to the effects of mining on the land.  He 
submitted petitions and suggested the Board fly over the phosphate mining areas to view the 
devastating effects. 
 

  Robert John Kelly requested denial of the proposed requests and commented on the 
danger of clay settling areas and extraction. 
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  Tracey Dang presented a map to point out her property in relation to Wingate East (they 
share a culvert).  She would like to operate an organic farm but is concerned with possible 
effects from the phosphate mining on her property and the watershed. 
 

 Dennis Mader, People for Protecting Peace River, Inc., made use of a slide presentation to 
summarize his concerns regarding the proposed requests.  He suggested the Board deny the 
proposed requests and submitted materials. 
 

  Charles Cole disclosed he will be sharing the aquifer with Mosaic Fertilizer LLC and 
expressed concerns with the waivers for laws, insufficient infrastructure for the transporting 
of waste materials, business structure of the company, and the financial health of Mosaic 
Fertilizer LLC (submitted materials). 
 

  Douglas Richards expressed concern with the possible effects of mining on the Myakka 
River Headwaters and suggested denial of the proposed requests based on Comprehensive 
Plan Policy 3.3.1.1. 
 

  Nancy Armstrong submitted materials and utilized a slide presentation to discuss how 
phosphate mining affects the land, plant habitats, wetlands, and the watershed. 
 

  Brooks Armstrong, representing the Green Party, submitted materials and utilized a slide 
presentation to bring to light agricultural soils after mining. 
 

  Barbara Angelucci suggested the Board deny the proposed requests, because Mosaic 
Fertilizer LLC is not a good steward of the environment (materials were submitted regarding 
non–compliance at the Lake Wales facility) and their water usage. 
 

 Mark Manning opposed the proposed requests due to the effects of phosphate mining on 
the land and water usage by Mosaic Fertilizer LLC. 
 

  Elise Bennett respectfully suggested denial of the proposed requests and expressed 
concern with the effects of phosphate mining on reclaimed lands and its adverse impacts on 
wildlife habitat (materials and photographs were submitted). 
 

 Hannah Connor, spoke on behalf Jaclyn Lopez, opposed the proposed requests because 
Mosaic Fertilizer LLC has not met the burden of proof nor demonstrated that their activities 
have not threatened or harmed the public’s health, safety and welfare.  The project is not in 
the public’s interest and will have significant environmental impacts on wetlands and harm 
endangered species and their habitats. 
 

 Andy Mele, Suncoast Waterkeeper, opposed the proposed requests and submitted 
materials.  He commented on the poor quality of reclaimed lands after phosphate mining, 
possible water shortage, lack of new employment opportunities, financial status of Mosaic 
Fertilizer LLC, threshold effect, overriding public benefit, and how phosphate mining is an 
economic loss to the State of Florida. 
 

  Katherine Edwards displayed materials as she discussed Mosaic Fertilizer LLC being a 
good corporate citizen, the depth of the mining, water usage, and acreage holdings by Mosaic 
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Fertilizer LLC in Manatee County. 
 

RECESS/RECONVENE:  12:07 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.  All Commissioners were present. 
 

  Glenn Compton, Manasota-88, opposed the requests due to inconsistencies with the 
Comprehensive Plan, which include overriding public benefit, clay settling area, wetlands, 
radiation levels on mined lands, economic impacts, and regional review of the mining.  
Questions he posed were submitted for the record. 
 

 Mr. Clague noted Mr. Compton’s questions will be addressed by the applicant during 
rebuttal. 
 

 Molly Bowen commented on the water crisis in Florida, how the water in DeSoto County is 
high in fluoride and radium–226, and the connectivity of all the water veins through several 
counties.  She suggested denial of the proposed requests. 
 

 Garrett Ramy submitted an article and noted he lives near the Myakka River Headwaters 
and gopher tortoise habitat.  He opposed the proposed requests, and if the items are 
approved it would be a violation of the Homestead Act. 
 

  Claire Matturro expressed concern with the effects of phosphate mining on the 
watershed and suggested the proposed requests be denied.  She concurred with comments 
from Mr. Stuart, Mr. Mele, and Mr. Compton.  She submitted documentation from the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency and pointed out the danger of pipeline breaks. 
 

  Bill Maturro opposed the proposed requests due to possible risks to the County. 
 

  Diana Cable opposed the proposed rezone, because the land would be stripped and 
wildlife habitat would be ruined.  She pointed out the dangers of wastewater being 
transported to Polk County, contamination from the sinkhole, and gypsum stacks. 
 

  Linda Eneix, Winding Creek resident, which is adjacent to Wingate East, explained she 
has not experienced any vibrations, phantom humidity, bright lights, and noise/sound.  She 
expressed mixed feelings about the comments made on record.  Mosaic Fertilizer LLC is 
mining something that is an essential nutrient needed to grow food.  Despite popular belief, 
phosphorus cannot be grown organically, and Florida has an abundance of phosphorus.  
Commercial growers in Myakka City use fertilizer, and she does not have any problems from 
drinking her well water. 
 

 Claudia Holmes, Preserve at Panther Ridge resident, opposed the requests due to the 
possible effects on the water supply (well water contamination specifically).  She inquired how 
the increase demand for water will be reconciled if Mosaic Fertilizer LLC is allowed to expand 
their mining operations. 
 

  Linda Gore expressed concern with effects of phosphate mining on water sources. 
 

 Helen Jo Williams stated phosphate mining will contaminate the land and it is 
incompatible with tourism and residential development. 
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 Melissa Mauriello opposed the proposed requests and asked the Board to consider the 
residents when they vote. 
 

 Evelyn Gray, related to the Wingate family, expressed concern with the transportation of 
wastewater to Polk County, damage impact of phosphate mining, quality of the river water, 
and riparian rights.  She was in favor of organic farming. 
 

  Hanah Chaudhry commented on the problems with reclamation (including soil health and 
mineral extraction), overriding public benefit, and general dangers of the operation such as 
degradation of water quality (used lead as an example of how one does not know the effect of 
something until it is too late and displayed a photograph). 
 

  Gina LaBruno submitted materials and questioned the peer review process.  She spoke on 
the effects of gypsum stacks on the environment in Hillsborough County and the health of 
residents. 
 

  Philip Brown, Director of United Way, spoke on his experience with Mosaic Fertilizer LLC, 
which has been positive and supportive. 
 

 Frank Harrison supported the proposed requests. 
 

  Kristie Simpson lives five miles from the New Wales sinkhole, and wastewater from 
Mosaic Fertilizer LLC will be transported to her area.   Photographs were displayed as she 
remarked on contamination of water sources. 
 

  Austin Kennedy opposed the proposed requests and noted public vetting was not 
considered regarding all of the testimony provided by the applicant. 
 

  Linda T. Jones opposed the proposed requests due to wetland impact, reclamation, clay 
settling areas and pollution of waterways.  A petition in opposition of phosphate mining and 
final report on Connectivity of Streams and Wetlands to Downstream Waters were submitted. 

 
RECESS/RECONVENE:  3:29 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.  All Commissioners were present. 

 

  Arlene Flisik expressed concern with impacts to the habitat, agricultural lands, and clay 
settling areas, and residential development. 
 

  Bruno Chaves spoke on how toxic wastewater will affect groundwater, berms, fluoride, 
water use, and the reclamation process. 
 

  Betty Glassburn supported the requests and commented on the generosity of Mosaic. 
 

  T.K. Satya stated staff’s recommendations for approval goes against County regulations 
and expressed concern with mining within 1,000 feet of wetlands. 
 

 John Darovec opposed the proposed requests due to the damage from phosphate mining. 
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  Ed Goff displayed an aerial of the sinkholes in Mulberry (1994), 2016 sinkhole, 
newspaper article on Mosaic’s mishandling of wastewater, an aerial of the recent sinkhole at 
New Wales, an aerial of proposed clay settling area, and a map depicting the distance of clay 
settling pond and chambers as he highlighted the mishandling of waste, sinkholes, and clay 
settling pond. 
 

  Tiara Moten, Mosaic employee, suggested the Board approve the proposed requests and 
commented on Mosaic Fertilizer LLC’s positive efforts in the County. 
 

 Jana Hoefling stated the protection of water sources should be considered before the 
proposed requests by Mosaic Fertilizer LLC. 
 

 Philip Penley suggested denial of the proposed requests, because Mosaic Fertilizer LLC 
has failed to prove an overriding public benefit. 
 

 Angela Tucker, Mosaic employee, spoke in support of Mosaic Fertilizer LLC and briefly 
discussed the sinkhole.  She asked the Board to approve the proposed requests. 
 

  Larry Whitted made known what is done in this County will affect other counties to the 
south, because the water sources flow southward. 
 

 Jeff Downing, Mosaic employee, asked the Board to vote for the proposed requests. 
 

  Jack Merriam commented on catastrophic spills in Florida and advocated denial of the 
proposed requests.   
 

  Merrie Lynn Parker concurred with previous speakers who voiced their opposition. 
 

 Lawrence Page urged the Board to consider that natural events could override the 
applicant’s efforts to preserve the environment. 
 

 Jose Fernandez, DeSoto County resident, inquired on the number of people who spoke in 
opposition of the proposed requests.  He expressed concern with whether or not Mosaic 
Fertilizer LLC can protect the watershed. 
 

  Patrick Zhang stated he was misquoted by Dennis Mader and commented on fuel oil and 
flotation. 
 

 Alice Newlon, League of Women Voters of Manatee County, pointed out that mining jobs 
are temporary jobs, Mosaic Fertilizer LLC does not need mines in Florida to feed the world, 
phosphate mining will adversely affect the health and welfare of the surrounding 
neighborhood, phosphate mining is inconsistent with orderly development, and existing 
mining requirements do not mandate the County approve every mining request.  She asked 
the Board to not approve the proposed requests in order to protect the interests and goals of 
the Comprehensive Plan and the future of the County. 
 

 Susan Darovec noted the rezone will not be illegal and Mosaic Fertilizer LLC has been a 
financial contributor in the County.  However, phosphate mining is dangerous and unfair.  She 
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urged the Board to vote against the proposed requests. 
 

 Susanna Young stated she would like to see the preservation of Florida’s water supply.  
She expressed concern with gypsum, environmental impacts, rising costs of water, and 
saltwater incursion. 
 

 Robin Williams expressed concern that Mosaic Fertilizer LLC will be allowed to mine near 
residential development, radiation from gypsum (via air and water), lack of data on cancer 
risks, lack of data on groundwater contamination, ecological and health risks, and possible 
campaign donations from Mosaic in the County. 
 

 Marguerite Jill Dye commented on the change in Peace River water flow, reclamation not 
being the same as restoration, mining changes to topography and aquifer, and poisonous 
byproducts such as fluoride and radiation. 
 

 Ryan Yoakam commented on the great water resources in the County and requested 
denial of the proposed requests to prevent contamination. 
 

 Carol Lerner advised the Board to think of climate changes and urged the Board to vote 
no on the proposed requests. 
 

 There being no further public comment, Chairman Benac closed public comment for both 
hearings. 
 

 Chairman Benac announced the public hearings will be recessed to February 15, 2017, at 
9:00 a.m.  
 

 Hugh McGuire, attorney for the applicant, concurred with the continuance date and noted 
one of their experts, Dr. Robert James, would not be present.  He questioned if additional 
public comment would be allowed on this day. 
 

 Nicole Knapp, Planning Section Manager, stated the Building and Development Services 
Department with the help of the Property Management Department has overseen the process 
for both January 26th and 30th for people who wished to speak and sat in rooms on the third 
and fourth floors.  The record should reflect that no one was turned away as a result of 
insufficient seating.  If someone was not physically able to be in the County Commission 
Chambers, they were able to watch and listen via live stream in rooms on the third and fourth 
floors.  As of 5:00 p.m. today, anyone still sitting in one of those rooms confirmed they had 
already spoken or they did not wish to provide public comment. 
 

 Mr. Clague clarified no additional public comment will be allowed on February 15, 2017, 
unless someone is presenting factual errors. 
 

 A motion was made by Commissioner Trace, seconded by Commissioner Smith, and 
carried 7-0, to continue the public hearings for Zoning Ordinance Z-14-09 and Resolution R-
17-07 to February 15, 2017, at 9:00 a.m., as soon thereafter as same may be heard at the 
Manatee County Government Administrative Building, 1112 Manatee Avenue West, first floor 
chambers. 
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MEETING RECESSED 
There being no further business, Chairman Benac recessed the meeting at 5:47 p.m., until 
February 15, 2017, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Minutes Approved:   March 7, 2017 


