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MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
JOINT MEETING 

BRADENTON AREA CONVENTION CENTER 
One Haben Boulevard, Longboat Key Room 

Palmetto, Florida 
May 25, 2017 

 
 

Manatee County Board of County Commissioners: 
Betsy Benac, Chairman 
Robin DiSabatino, First Vice-Chairman 
Charles B. Smith, Second Vice-Chairman 
Stephen R. Jonsson, Third Vice-Chairman 
Vanessa Baugh 
Carol Whitmore 
Priscilla Whisenant Trace 

 
Manatee County School Board Members: 

Charlie Kennedy, Chair 
John A. Colon, Vice–Chair (entered during meeting) 
Gina Messenger 
David Miner 

 
Health Department: 

Dr. Jennifer Bencie, County Health Officer 
 
Also present were: 

Ed Hunzeker, County Administrator, Manatee County 
Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney, Manatee County 
Dr. Diana Greene, Superintendent, School District 
Ron Ciranna, Deputy Superintendent, School District 
James Dye, Attorney, School District 
Quantana Acevedo, Deputy Clerk, Clerk of the Circuit Court 

 

 Chairman Benac called the meeting to order at 1:31 p.m. 
 
AGENDA  BC20170525DOC003 
 
BAYSHORE HIGH SCHOOL – ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS  BC20170525DOC004 

Chairman Benac introduced Dr. Jill Amlong MacKinnon, Epidemiologist and former director of 
the Florida Cancer Data System (FCDS). 
 

  Dr. Mackinnon utilized a slide presentation to give an overview of FCDS, epidemiology, 
cancer, spatial analysis, and web–based cancer statistics for Florida.  BC20170525DOC005 
 

 Discussion proceeded about the database being able to do breakdowns by neighborhood 
and counties, being cautious about personal information, is there a way to see the number of 
increasing incidents by neighborhood, and the database depicts more cancer cases in states 
with retirees.   
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Public Comment for Ms. MacKinnon 
Joe Gilberti inquired about the demographics for cancer in relation to different water 
treatment types.  BC20170525DOC006 
 

 Katherine Edwards questioned if FCDS GIS could be made available to the public. 
 

 Discussion took place about a request to identify higher cancer rates in the area 
surrounding Bayshore High School. 
 
Dr. Jennifer Bencie, County Health Officer, acknowledged a study was completed in 2007  by 
Prakash Patel, Division of Environmental Health.  She emphasized difficulty in completing an 
analysis of what has possibly happened without medical records and detailed demographics. 
 

  Tom Larkin, Health Department Environmental Health Director, confirmed a study was 
completed by Mr. Patel, but he does not have first and knowledge of the data that was 
generated. 
 

 Judy Hoyle questioned the probability of her son developing cancer since he attended 
Bayshore High School. 
 

  Member Miner questioned the availability of Ms. MacKinnon’s presentation. 
 

 Commissioner Baugh thanked Ms. MacKinnon for the presentation and for bringing the 
website to her awareness.  
 

  Robert Brown, Environmental Protection Division Manager, made use of a slide 
presentation for Bayshore High School to review the irrigation wells onsite, pollutant storage 
tanks, Riverside Products, and conclusions (environmental evaluations).  Mr. Brown submitted 
documentation regarding the former Riverside Products Site.  BC20170525DOC007 
 

 Discussion proceeded about no additional industrial activity took place on Riverside 
Products after it closed in 1994, does the vinyl chloride impacted groundwater plume still 
exist (figure 9, submitted by Mr. Brown), a lot of the contaminants in the plume were cleaning 
solvents, the groundwater does not flow like a river so it takes time to move and migrate 
offsite, groundwater directional flow (figure 3, submitted by Mr. Brown), groundwater 
monitoring well analytical summary (table 2 submitted by Mr. Brown), has anyone explored 
what was in Bayshore High School and Manatee Vocational Technical School (Manatee Vo–
Tech) before they were torn down, need the medical records to look for cancer links, asbestos 
relates to lung cancer, and need to find the commonality of the cancer cases and then look 
for the source. 
 
Mr. Larkin reported the School Board commissioned a consulting company to complete an 
environmental site assessment of Bayshore High School.   He read the following excerpt from 
the assessment pertaining to Asbestos Contamination:  Inspection for asbestos contamination 
building materials, ACBM, was not included in the scope of this project.  However, according 
to information provided all facilities in both schools (Bayshore High School and Manatee Vo–
Tech) have been surveyed for asbestos–containing materials.  Materials identified as having 
asbestos content have been either previously removed or are being addressed using 
appropriate procedures and equipment as required.  No significant hazards were noted 
during the environmental assessment review. 
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Mike Barber, Director of Communications, Manatee County School District, and Linda 
Lambert, Communications/Public Records Associate, Manatee County School District, 
confirmed they have test results for radon, air monitoring, and asbestos for Bayshore High 
School.  The results (records) are available to the public upon request. 
 
Carrie Harter, Director of Disease Control, Manatee County Health Department, echoed Dr. 
Bencie’s comments about the need for medical records in order to identify the potential 
cancer cluster. 
 

  Discussion took place about a qualified person reviewing the stored records, and all 
medical records are protected under HIPPA law.  

(Enter School Board Member John A. Colon) 
 

  Ron Ciranna, Deputy Superintendent for Business Operations, Manatee County School 
District, reported a consultant reviewed documentation from the Board of County 
Commissioners’ meeting that was held on April 25, 2017.  A cancer cluster is defined as a 
greater–than–expected number of cancer cases that occur within a group of people in a 
geographic area over a period of time.  A cancer cluster may be suspected when people 
report that several family members, friends, neighbors, or co–workers have been diagnosed 
with the same or related types of cancers.  After a very detailed investigation, most suspected 
cancer clusters turn out to not be true cancer clusters.  That is, no cause can be identified 
and the clustering of cases turns out to be a random occurrence.   
 
He reported the systematic way to approach this issue is to identify the cancer cluster 
through four steps:  (a) an investigator will ask for details about the suspected cluster to 
include the different types of cancers, the number of cases of each type, the age of the 
people with cancer, the area and time period over which the cancers diagnosed and if there is 
any specific environmental hazards or concerns in the affected area; (2) the investigator 
suggests the need for further evaluation, and then compares the information in known cases 
in suspected cancer clusters with records of the State Cancer Register and general census 
data; (3) systematic study of the cancer that will determine a further study to be carried out 
on whether the cancer is associated with any factors in the local environment; and (4) further 
identify and have another study of feasibility that will determine if the cancer cluster is 
associated with environmental concern.   
 
Mr. Crianna noted the above steps are normally done by the Department of Health and the 
Department of Environmental Protection.  If testing is completed on the irrigation wells again 
this will be a shotgun approach, because they do not know specifically what to investigate.  A 
consultant will review the documents on file and previous test results get his independent 
evaluation to see if there is anything the School District or the County missed.  He concurred 
with all the tests Mr. Brown presented and noted the School District also has the same tests. 
 

 Discussion continued about additional data, irrigation wells (the number then and now, 
testing on them, and if still in use), pesticide DDT (dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane) being 
sprayed to combat mosquitos in past years, testing the two active wells, broadening the 
testing area, testing of the abandoned lift system, testing of irrigation wells is not an easy 
process, the School Board would have to approve hiring a third party to review records and 
for the testing of the two remaining wells, perceived public health issue, and whatever is done 
should be done properly. 

(Depart Mr. Hunzeker and enter Karen Windon, Deputy County Administrator, during discussion) 
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Dr. Bencie spoke about next steps, which will be linking the existing information from the 
community in terms of cancer to the registry and then having the experts look at the 
gathered information. 
 

  Discussion took place about redundancy in the information that has been presented, 
need answers for the public, next step involves obtaining data from those affected, and all 
parties should also be concerned about the current students. 
 

 Jim Dye, attorney for Manatee County School District, did not have any legal objections. 
 

 Mitchell Palmer, County Attorney, stated he has not heard anything today in terms of a 
suggested course of action as unlawful or in any way legally infirmed.  He suggested the need 
for a central entity to act as the clearinghouse for 100 percent of records associated with this 
matter. 
 
Public Comment  BC20170525DOC008 
Cheryl Lumsden Jozsa disagreed with Mr. Brown’s report and spoke to information regarding 
Riverside Products and toxins.  She submitted documentation. 
 

  David Woodhouse, hydrogeologist, commented on the possible sources of contaminants.  
 

  John Rehill spoke on monitoring wells and the Riverside Products property.  He urged the 
School Board and the Board of County Commissioners to inform the residents about the 
potential dangers at Bayshore High School. 
 

  Liz Reed explained both her son and daughter attended Bayshore High School.  Her son 
played football and died from rare bone cancer (submitted photographs).  Her daughter 
developed an auto immune disease and had to have her hips replaced.  She asked for the 
Board of County Commissioners and the School Board to work together to find answers. 
 

 Patrick Moore pointed out the County and the School Board has been asked on numerous 
occasions to provide information on water sources. 
 

 Kristin Moore spoke to her son’s treatment for rare form of cancer (photographs 
submitted) and requested the irrigation wells be tested. 
 

  Lisa Kalmbach, Bayshore High School alumna, was diagnosed with an auto immune 
disease and her sister was also stricken with neuromuscular disorder.  She requested further 
testing be done and thanked both boards for a meeting to discuss the issue. 
 

  Joe Kane requested further testing. 
 

  Michelle Lowe, Bayshore High School alumna, and her daughter Heavenly Rutledge, both 
suffer with brain cancer.  Other family members who attended Bayshore High School suffer 
from numerous health issues. 
 

 Paul Reardon, Bayshore High School alumnus, was diagnosed with a rare brain tumor. 
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 Glen Gibellina referenced articles from John Rehill and questioned why the water from the 
irrigation wells has not been analyzed. 
 

 Andrea Ashton questioned why the previous Bayshore High School building was torn 
down since it was only 24 years old.  She relayed how her son complained about the smell 
and taste of the water and the condition of Bayshore High School while he was a student. 
 

 Marie Mannion graduated from Bayshore High School along with her husband who was 
diagnosed with colon cancer.  His medical records were independently tested and the report 
stated his cancer was environmental.  She questioned why Bayshore Elementary, Bayshore 
High School, and Manatee Vo-Tech have been torn down but Manatee Elementary is still 
standing despite having mold issues. 
 

 Chairman Benac thanked everyone for their comments. 
 

 Discussion took place about the School Board needing to authorize the testing of the 
irrigation wells and have a third party review all of the documents, Dr. Bencie will put together 
a protocol or program on the process herein and share it with Assistant County Administrator 
Karen Windon, Dr. Greene will let the Board of County Commissioners know about the School 
Board action, and need to be careful with the submitted medical information that will be 
submitted. 

 
ADJOURN 

There being no further business, Chairman Benac adjourned the meeting at 4:23 p.m. 
 

Minutes Approved:   July 25, 2017 


