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MANATEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
EMERGENCY MEETING 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 
1112 Manatee Avenue West 

Bradenton, Florida 
August 18, 2017 

 
Present were: 

Betsy Benac, Chairman 
Robin DiSabatino, First Vice-Chairman 
Charles B. Smith, Second Vice-Chairman 
Stephen R. Jonsson, Third Vice-Chairman 
Vanessa Baugh (via Telephone) 
Carol Whitmore 
Priscilla Whisenant Trace 
 

Also present were: 
John Osborne, County Administrator’s Office 
Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney 
Vicki Tessmer, Supervisor Board Records, Clerk of the Circuit Court 

 
Chairman Benac called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 
 
INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
1. The Invocation was delivered by Commissioner Trace, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance 

 
AGENDA ANNOUNCEMENTS 

   Chairman Benac presented opening remarks regarding an event planned for Monday 
regarding the Confederate Memorial located at the Historic Courthouse.  She consulted with 
the County Administrator and the County Administrator regarding Public Safety.  The protest 
is of great concern and will impact Manatee County citizens.  She asked that all participating 
in the conversation, do so in goodwill. 
 

   Colonel Dwayne Dennison, Manatee County Sheriff Office ensured the Board the protest 
will be peaceful, and there is a plan in place. At this time they do not anticipate anything 
derogatory, and ensure safety for all those involved. 
 

   Chairman Benac thanked Angel Colonneso, Manatee County Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
for maintaining the historical resources in the County and asked for the historical information 
regarding the memorial be placed on line.  The Chairman provided a brief history of the 
memorial.  She reached out to Jan Green, President of Local Daughters of the Confederacy 
and Chairman of the Historical Commission, who requested the County make sure the actual 
memorial remains safe and asked if it could be stored for safe keeping, to keep it from being 
a flash point for any type of activity.  The structure was moved in 2014, when the grounds at 
the Historic Courthouse were redone.  It is recommended that the memorial be placed in safe 
keeping, and there will be emergency action taken.   
 
Motion 
Commissioner Smith made a motion to remove the monument to keep it safe. 
 

  Angel Colonneso, Clerk of the Court, explained upon question the memorial was moved 
as part of the landscaping project, and there was no special funding for the move in 2013. 
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Discussion ensued regarding cost and payment for moving the memorial prior to Monday,  
 
John Osborne, County Administrator’s Office, stated the structure could be moved for 
approximately $10,000, and the funding would come from the County reserves. 
 
Commissioner DiSabatino displayed pictures of all four sides of the memorial, and read the 
inscriptions.   BC20170818DOC001 

 
Commissioner Smith believes the memorial has a negative stigma for citizens.   
 

  Commissioner Trace read a statement about memorials, and thanked all who provided 
information regarding the memorial.  She suggested raising money for early reading as 
opposed to moving monuments, and encouraged everyone to work together as we are all 
American.   BC20170818DOC002 
 

   Commission DiSabatino addressed the fact that we all Pledge Allegiance to the same 
Flag and if the monument is removed, it is disrespectful those who have fought for our 
country.  The division in the County needs to stop.  The memorial represents history we can 
all learn from. 
 

   Commissioner Baugh noted we have no control over what has happened in the past, and 
If anyone is violent or defaces the monument, they should be arrested.   Citizens need to 
abide by the law.  The facts of the Civil War need to be taught to children so they can learn 
from the past and not let a civil war happen again. The monument should be moved to a 
different location. 
 

  Chairman Benac clarified the proposal is to put the memorial into safe keeping, not to 
make a final decision, which is supported by the Daughters of the Confederacy, to avoid what 
has been happening to similar memorials.   
 

   Commissioner Whitmore has received many calls regarding not taking the monument 
down and to not feed into the hatred. 
 
Colonel Dennison, upon question, noted the potential is there for violence, but the Sheriff’s 
Office  is hoping for a peaceful demonstration and  explained it is difficult to say if the 
protest would still take place if the memorial is removed before Monday. 
 

  Discussion ensued regarding hearing from the public, no win situation, Robert E Lee 
stated monuments such as this should be taken down to unite the County, there will be larger 
protests, and all commissioners should chip in to move the monument 
the Country.   
 

   John Osborne, Interim County Administrator, noted the $10,000 for removal is an 
estimate. 
 
Motion Seconded 

   Chairman Benac seconded the motion to remove the memorial for temporary storage. 
Citizen Comments BC20170818DOC003 

   Susie Copeland urged the Board to remove the monument.   
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   Barbara Hines spoke against racism and is in favor removing the monument 
 

   Dianne Perry spoke in favor of removing the memorial.   
 

   Liv Coleman is in favor of the removal of the memorial. 
 

   David Fickelstein requested the monument be removed and spoke against racism. 
 

   Ralph Barnette spoke in favor of removing the memorial and views it as a symbol of 
racism. 
 

  Bret Ballinger believes the memorial is a symbol of history.   
 

   Alicia Vernon addressed racism. 
 

   Reverend Clark Edwards, First United Methodist Church, offered words of peace to the 
community, and shared a prayer of St. Francis of Assisi.   
 

   James Anderson requested the memorial remain in place. 
 

  Yaya Stanford commented on service to Veterans and encouraged saving the monument. 
 

   Tom Whitaker cited the rules for emergency meetings and spoke for enforcing the law.   
 

   Chairman Benac stated the emergency situation was to discuss removing the memorial 
to protect it during a protest . 
 

   Mitchell O. Palmer, County Attorney stated this is an appropriate emergency meeting, 
and if the board decides to remove the memorial it would be an appropriate action and this is 
a lawful meeting.  Mr. Palmer continued to read the press release, which was to allow the 
Board options to discuss public safety in light of a protest taking place Monday, August 21.  
One option would be to allow the Board based on safety concerns, to take a vote to remove 
the memorial.   
 

    Kathryn Brightbill discussed the history of Manatee County and encouraged the removal 
of the memorial.   
 

   Deidre Greene-Larkins created the Facebook page for the march and encouraged the 
removal of the memorial.  
 

   Linda Schaich disagreed with the removal of the memorial.  
 

   Greg Cruz encouraged the Board to remove the memorial.    
 

   Ché Barnett requested the removal of the memorial 
 

   Cynthia Finn encouraged the Board to remove the memorial. 
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   Teri Thomas requested the memorial be moved to a different location to help teach 
history.  
 

   Glen Gibellina submitted a packet, discussed the emergency meeting, and does not 
agree with the removal of the memorial.     BC20170818DOC004 
 

    Jack O’Keefe cited law and discussed the courthouse as being a historical landmark due 
to the Confederate memorial.   BC20170818DOC005 
  

   Mr. Palmer stated there is nothing in State Statute prohibiting the removal of the 
monument, but he has hot had a chance to review federal statute.   
 

   Discussion ensued regarding concern with removal due to historical designation, federal 
law has to do with buildings not statues, County powers cannot supersede federal law, trying 
to prevent damage by putting the memorial in a safe place for future consideration, let 
citizens decide by ballot, and only the one motion can be made. 
 

   Colonel Dennison stated the Sheriff’s Office will enforce any law that is broken to 
protect all citizens.  Desecrating the memorial is criminal mischief.    
 

  Mr. Palmer referenced the email from Mr. O’Keefe and discussed the historic designation 
of the Courthouse. 
 

  John Barnott, Building and Development Services Director, explained Manatee County is a   
Certified Local Government, but the Courthouse is in the City of Bradenton.   
 

   Mr. Osborne stated the building is part of the City of Bradenton’s historic preservation 
ordinance, but does not included the memorial.  If there is a public safety issue present, the 
Board would need to work with the National Park Services, as there is a process.  
 

   Discussion ensued regarding needed further investigation regarding federal regulations,  
amend the motion to add concerns, both sides have good points, put a shroud over it until a 
more educated decision can be made, and there is single issue before the Board. 
 
Motion 

   The motion by Commissioner Smith was repeated to remove the memorial and go with 
the recommendation of the Chairman of the Historical Commission to pay a contractor to 
remove the memorial for temporary storage. 
 

   Mr. Palmer stated the language in the Land Development Code applies to only 
unincorporated Manatee County.  County staff has made no recommendations regarding the 
memorial.   
 
Mr. Osborne stated the Board can vote to remove the memorial and the relocation decision 
can be made at a later date.  The Board can work with Historical Commission regarding 
modifying the Historic Preservation ordinance.  
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   Chairman Benac read the purpose of an emergency meeting.  The option is to remove 
the memorial so it is not a target during the protest Monday.    
 

   Discussion ensued regarding the legality of the notice, federal opinion, legal challenge, 
and asking for calm through Monday. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Trace and seconded by Commissioner Jonsson to call the 
question. The motion carried 6-1 with Commissioner DiSabatino voting nay. 
 
The motion to remove the monument failed 3-4, with Commissioners Baugh, DiSabatino, 
Whitmore and Jonsson voting nay.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Trace and seconded by Commission DiSabatino to protect 
the memorial before Monday in whatever form necessary.  The motion carried 6-1 with 
Commissioner Smith voting nay. 
 

   Colonel Dennison stated the Sheriff’s office is treating this protest as a worst case 
scenario,  

 
ADJOURN 

There being no further business, Chairman Benac adjourned the meeting at 6:02 p.m. 
 

Minutes Approved:   September 18, 2017 


